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OF THE WEEK.

Phe Canadian Ministers havo fallen and
anow administration taken their place.
Wo hope that, warned by what has befallen
their predecessors, tho preseut Mimstexs
will sot their faces against any kind of po-
litical corruption.  The country expeets as
much, and wo hopo will not bo disappoint-
ed. It wonld seom. necessarily to follow
from what hasbeen dono and decided,
that the prosent Parhament bo  dissolved.
If it has been clected by wholesale bribery
hen it is not a Parlinmont at all, and the
gsooncr, therefore, the people are appealed
to tho botter.

DUKE OF ARGYLE ON CHURCH ES
TABLISHMENTS.

It is vurious to note how the most acute
and consciontious get confused and in-
volved in contradiotionswhen thoy comm it
themselves to the defence of “State Church-
es.” Wo havo an illustration of this in a
1ste speech delivored by tho Duke of Ar-
gyle at Helensburgh, Scotland, in comnec-
tion with the endowment scheme of the
Church of Scotland. His Graeo is 2 sup-
porter and yot nota supporter of State
Churches, o could bo aconsonting party
to thedis-ostablishrnent of the Irish Churel,
bat would not touch a stone of the vever-
ablo sister Churches in England and Scot-
land. He ropudiates accordingly all claim
en tho part of the State to judge between
fruth and error, and would no more arro-
gato $o it tho right of putting up the true
than of putting down the false. This is
evident, for if the State is either bound or
pesmitted to do this, it is bound to do so as
much for the Irisb as for the English or
Scotch. ‘Truth is as precions on one side
of the ch:annel as the other, andats sup-
portis not {o bo determined by loeal cix-
eumstances or an adverse popular majority.
Neither, according to His Grace, is endow-
ment to bo determined by the wishes of a
mere majority, for in that case the Church
of Scotland would be quite as much {o be
eondomned as that of Ireland, secing no
sensiblo man, now, at any rate, claims in
its support for the Kirk of Scotland a ma-
jority of the Scottish people.  Besides, if
the funds of tho whole people are to be
taken with justice to endow the Church of
tho majority, witliout regard to the truth
or falschood of its teaching, of which it is
acknowledged the State is not a competent
judge, then heathenism  ought to bo cstab-
lished in India, and Popery without fail in
Xreland ; while it would be difficnlt to say
which would have the advantage in On-
tario, asthe majority iscver and anon
changing. It is very casy for tao Duke to
gay that the circumstances of Ireland are
g0 peculiar, that they ave the “‘vay anti-
thesis” of those of the sistor kingdom's,
but it is beiter not to condescend upon
particulars or fry to muke good his asser-
tion. 1t sounds grandiy bué it means
nothing, o add that, “listablished Church-
es, whove they have grown ap with the
history of the people, and where wncthing
has bappened to alier their fundamental
characior and position are among the
greatest national blessings, to be chershied
and maintained as long as that character
is maintained,”  That short sentenco con-
teins noarly as many fallacies as wourds,
and is followed np by the astounding ac-
knowledgraent that ostablished Churches
eannot be oxtendod i cur Lumes on the
ssme principles on which they were found-
od. Whynot? Thero is no possibility of

defending the cxistenco of ostablished
Ohurchos oxcopt on prineiples that would
entirely justify their extension. Tho
“original charaster” of the Scoteh Kirk ia
maintained, itig to be presumad, olse it
eught, oven on the Duka's showing, to bo
sholighed. If the “circumaiances’ in which
# oxists are now similar to what they were
whes as a Stats Church it was created,

why not cxtend the “greatest national
blessing” as woll as-‘oherishand maintain’’
itv 'The Duke gives no reason, nor cun
give, oxcept that such is his opision, o
think heix corrcot in eaying Stuto Ohurch-
¢ cannot be vxtended, bus then in ihat
cosc what becomes of hisargument 2 “Con-
onrrent ondowinent,” the only one which
cun be defended with any show of reason,
if the State ia not te ba the judge ot what
{a true and whut is false, what oughi to be
catablished and what ought aof, 13 con-
doraned as “napoasible and mmpofle in
Brituin,” and as veally futul to *avil and
religlons hibesty,  When the Dnke comee
0 what s called pure voluntary congrexa.
tionalan, he makes sull wider work,
Wae don't think he raoans to misiepresent,
but he does soall the same.  He intimates,
though not dweetly, that a mimster wholly
dopendent for wupport on lus people must
frol Yombanassed,” Chat is, we presume,
that he iz even under o temptation to be

unfaithful “for bread,” Now no one
knows  better, or at least nono
ought to know better than  the

Duke, that no clase of clergymen in Scot-
and havo been move foarlessly fuithfal in
the discharge of duty and the exereiso of
discipline than thoso who were depondont
cntirely on the peaplo for their living, Nor
is it less & matter of notortety that while
thoro have been and aro startlingly oxcep-
tions, no class of mimslers in Scot-
land, and England also, have been
greater tuft-huntors and wore inclined to
“condone” the poccadilloes of the parish
squiro or tho leading people of tho congre-
gation, whose ccolesiastieal expenses are
all defrayed out uf the funds of the State,
than the parish mumsters.  That fact has
been panfully notorious for thelast contury
and a half at any rate, and has been se-
knowledged and mourned over by tho most
devoted and fearless of the friends of both
these established churches.

Then the Duke adds that “the weak point
of voluntaryism is that it does not provide
for the poor and thinly seaitered districts.
It provides for tho rich. It necessarily
does 8o to tho negleot of tho outlying dis-
tricts.” Where has the Duke found out all
this? Itcannof bein the theory at any
rate of unendowed churchos, for that recog
nizes itas nut not only dutiful but pohtic
for the “strong to help the weak.”

Voluntaryism is not congregationalism
and as little is it optionalism. Itis very
true, that in practice, all Churchos and
Christians come far short of the ideal set
bofore thein, but they do not this beeause
of their voluntaryism but in spite of it, and
as far as the poor and thinly districts
of the country aro concerned, vory much
through tho blighting influonce of an es-
tablished church. It is notorious that the

adherents of an ostablished church syate-

matically teach the people that it is not

their duty to give to the support of the gos.

pel, for that duty belongs' to the State. Tt

is algo notorious that usually the wealthior
members of the community are connocted
with the endowed as the fashionable and
priviloged church and so far tako away n
laxgo portion of the money power which

might otherswise be utilized for the advance-
meont of the cause of Christ in poor and
hoathen distriots. The Free and U. P.
Churches of Scotland are notorionsly made
up of the poorer classes with only a com-
paratively small sprniukling of the wealthy.
Yet when the Duke considors what they
have donoe aud are doing, and what many
of the members of the Established Church
are doing through the same might of will-
inghood, he will feel, we think, that hie was
courageous at any rate, if nothing more,
when ho said that voluntaryismonly at best
“holds fast, but is not able to hold forth.”
It is & common mistake to confsund option-
alismn with voluntaryism. No one is foreed
to connect hiselt with the cause of Christ
when he wouldrather uot, but when he has
taken that step he mmust meet all  the obli-
gations implied in deing so, and cne of
theso obligations is to focl that ho is a
stoward,and that all that he hag and is,is the
Lord’s, to whom he must one day give
account. A majority may decrce an os-
tablished church, just as it may decree any
other majority.  But that will not make 1t
right, though it mmay make it logal, and
forco the recaleitrant minority cither to
buw in the templo of the God Immen ox
suffer social ostracism and oppression as
tho penalty of not thinking on religious
mattere as the majority/decrees or as the
Government arranges. For good or for
ovil, the catablishment of religion by law 1s
afused-up theory. If it come into ronew-
ed favour becaunso it allows men to profess
ono thing and believo another, this will
only, in the ecstimation of nght-tinnking
.aen, baston itsfall, and il make 1t not so
much a nullity as a nuisance, which all
good and truthful mex will rejoice to sece
swops from the earth.  Christianity does
not depond forits existence or its power on
the Kings of the ~arth, or the ondewmenis
of the Stats. Wore all Statos Churches, on
tho contrary, treated like that of Irsland,
one Church door would mot be' closed that
ought to ho kept open, ono ypreacher’s
voico wonld not be silenced that ought to

be heard. nor would one solitary nook

that is new blessed with the light of the
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gospel be turnod inte anything like tha vel-
lay and shadow of death, or bo made the
habitation of atheists or iniiduls, of the im-.
pure and degraded of every kind, us we are
often weakly and atheistieally told it
wouhl ; s if Christ could not suppivt Has
uwn cause without the hely of Cesor,

1N MEMORIAM,

MR. ALFXANDFR LAIDLAW, BUN'R

At his residence, Mono Coatre, on the
15th Scpte mber, 1878, Mr. Alezander Laid
Inw, ren'r, died,  Afies w short illness, he
pracefally prised pway, at the vipe aea of
78.

Born about the beginning of the contury,
of voliginns parents. in  Lanarkshive, Scot-
Jand, he recaved the edueation and train-
ing comaon to his cluss in that much fa-
vored land,  Ho began litv in the waploy-
mont of agriculture, aad continued it to the
and with  distineuished success,  Fond of
reading, hie early acquired tho habit, and
through his long life he spout a lorge share
of his leisure tiwe in thy favorite «xercive.
Works of poetry aud religion were these
that chiofly attracted his attention. Hoeve,
doubtless, we have not only a rich sourece
of present enjoyment to lum exposed to
viow, but also the sonrce of thai large,
practical wisdom which he evinced in every
depertment of his useful life. Threugh
this same honored instrumentality, accom-
panied by tho grace of God, le soon be-
cawmo the subject of deep reugious convie-
tion. Aftor & sharp, protracted, bus by no
means uncommou struggle, he yislded his
lieart io tho truth as it is iu Christ Jesus.
Hencetorth ho becamno a diligent studeut of
the Word of life, an.ardent lover of good
non, and & happy experiencer of tlhat hea-
venly graco which comes alone through
Jesus, the effective ageney of tho Holy
Spirit.  As he advanced in yoars be exom-
plified the advancement of the true Chris-
tian, the many noble qualities of his mind
and heart were improved, ripened and en-
larged ; ho scemed to grow in graeo and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, till he attained in no mean do-
greo “unto tho measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ.”  What & dignified
maturity, and how eminontly it qualifies
for overy position!

During the 21st year of lus life he emi-
grated, first to New York, where after four
years he contractod & very happy marnago
with Miss Margaret Iraser—also from
Lanarkshwe—~who still survives hum, with
soven grown-up elldren, to mourn thewr
ntter bereavement. Weheartily cornmend
them to the kind care and keeping ot the
mghty God of Jacob, that he may guard,
guide, and defond them not merely, but
also afford them the true, heaven-gifted
consolation which thoy geverally need,

Noxt he removed to Rochester, in 1883,
whence, aftor spending a few more years of
early married hfe, he moved with his wife
and threo children into the township of
Mono. Hero was s spacial field for the
display ~f those maniy Chnistian gifts which
Mr. Ladlaw so largely posszssed; whioh,
while he lived, rcecived for him from all
such loving respeet, and now that he 18
doad cal! forth such a flood of deep sorrow
aud unfeigned regret. Mouno was just then
beginning to be settled.  Amid the wild
and privation of a Canadian forest he made
abode, and began to roar his family. His
own felt necessities, and those of Lis noigh-
bors, aroused hig latent enorgies and called
them into vigorous action. Ie soon
proved nmself “'the right man,” and inval.
uable in unceusing cflorts to advance the
best interests, both spiritual  d recular, of
the young settlement.  In the absence of
duly appointed laborers of tho vineyard,
prayer-tectings wero wstituted, and stat-
edly conductcd from house to house. These
were sustuined  and caried vn chiofly by
s iustrunentalily.

The year after his entrance in the woods
a school-house was erceted--the first opon-
ed, we learn, in tbo townshup. Shortly
afterwards a chiurch was raiced for the wor-
ship of the livipg God, entitled Burns'
Churel, in honor of one nf Canada’s most
distinguished mussionarios ; and still later »
comfortable manso beside tho sanctuary,
For all of them Mr. Lardlaw gave the site,
with three sores of land attached.

In 1836, he, along with two others, was
elocted an oxdained and eldex m this first
Presbyterian congrogation, Mono. The re-
sponsible and arduons daties of thus ingh
office he discharged with singniar aceept-
anco and fidelity till very near tho close of
his long and well-spent life. Al through
the period of thns efficiont service, unosten-
tationsly rendered and at a time when it
was much needed, the spiritual interests of
the youth were not noglected. He began it
early, and through many sucoessive years
*oiled oarnestly in this nursery lepartment
of the Cnurch's work—the Sabuath sehool.
Tho fruits of his tramning and example are
now boing manifest, and many yet remem-
ber the lessons ho so wisely, and lovingly,
and impressively communicated.

In conmection with tho Bible Society lie
Isbored zealously, and vory perseveringly,

# the latest period of his life. As the best

and shortest commont of labors in this nse-
tul departurent we quote the truo and pithy
statcment of one of tho rhlest, most oner-
yebie snd auccossful of the Sozioty's travel
ling Agents s *Mr, Luidlaw is tho sum-total
of tho Mono Centrs Braneh.”

An 2 Chaistian hio was humblo and devout
~a man of prayer, he weestlod with God—
grecnmied to live near Him nll his days, and
took sweetest plousure 1 these acts of de-
votwn.  Strong in the beliet of the cardinal
truths of the Biblo, ho nevar shrank trom
the prosecution and wne strenvous m the
advocacy of thenn.  In support of the dia-
tinotive tenets of Preshytormnsnn he had
many sharp eneounters with oppressorz, but
ro far as wo leavn, he over loft ravory am-
pressions of bis xterling proty and undaunt-
ed couragoe.

The mavy wissionuried throughout our
Scotion of the Chuistian Chureh, who have
nisited and labored in Mono Centre, will
roverentially spesk in momory of him, and
think of the warm, devoted friond thoy
ever found in lum, of the cordial welcomo
they received to his hospitable abode and
of the comfortablo lodging theve so long
as needed. He knew the value andimpor-
tance of their work, himself had somo ex-
perience of its trials and diffieuities, there-
foro ho loved and rovered them for their
work's sake, and was ever ready to torward
them init.  We subjomn the following gra-
phic testimonial from onoe of the oldost of
these men of God, one who krew him in-
timately and is computent to judge impar-
tially. I held Mr. Laidlaw in tho highest
esteern since I know him. The uniform
consistency of Ins Christian  character, Ins
actrvity and persevering diligence in do-
Ing good, his uncompromising firmness in
holding to what he regarded as truth, aud
his candor and charity towards those whe
might conscientiously diffor from him : al}
combined to show that he had imbibed
largely tho spirit of the gospel.”

The aged elder has now gone from the
scene of Ins earthly toil and entoved on reat
in the heavenly mansions, “but boing dead
he yot speaketh.,”  Oh that thoso who re-
main could heav and wisoly loarn, how blis-
ful would be the result |  “Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from hencoforth ;
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may resi
from their labors, and their works do follow
them.”

HOME MISSIONS.

We call spceial attention to ths letter of
the Rev. Williatn Cochrano wluch will bo
found in another colunn. The case s ur-
gent, and ought to meet with a prompt
and biberal respouse.  Never was thero a
tumo in the history of the Canada Presby-
torian Church when the openings for use-
fulness presented were more numorouns or
more inviting.  On all sides the work is
Iimited simply by the amount of money
and mnissionaries that can be employed.
It will be in the last degree discreditable to
the members of the Church if these oppor-
tanities pass unimnproved. If any impor
tanco at allis attached to tho distmgushing
oharactoristics and prinewples of the Pres-
byterian Church, now is the timo to show
it. We are fully convineed that the Pres-
byterians do attaoch much valuo to these,
and have no doult that the funds vecos-
sary to mauintain and extend the Home
operations of the Church will bo zpecdily
fortheoming., The amount that can be
giver to missionaries and supplemented
congregations 15, no doubt, all too small;
the greator, thereiore, the reason why it
should be paid promptly and in full.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JOHN S. MILL.

!

Wo ) voneutention of giving any out-
lme of the recently published uutobiograph
of the late Mr. J. 8 Mill. It is ecrtuinly o
courageous hook and Lrings out very twly
the writer's viens on religion, mar sage, &e.
What 18 astomshing is $hat, hke a good
good many others who hadheld and avow:
¢d similar opinions, My. Mill cxpressos his
astonshment that professing rehgivus peo-
ple and those who behova in the sauctity of
mairiage should condemu strongly persons
of his way of thinking asif they were guity
of somo morai wrouy and deserved some.
thung like social ostracasin My, Mill and
hus sympatines ought to know that this fol-
lows as a matter of course. Those who be-
lieve in the cxistruce ofa personal God. and
who have somewhat strong opinions about
the promiscuous intorcourse of tho sexes
cannot help feoling somowhat indignant at
thoso who have no such bolief and who look
upon marriage, ag usually understood in
Chnstian countries, &s an antiquate proju-
dico and & most unreasonablo and nuncces-
sary rostraint. Thet thiswas tho position of
Mr. Mill is vory evident from his own avow-
als in this autobiograph ; avd though both
his wife and himself may have in many ro-
specss been personally ostimable, thero iz no
wonder at all that their “advauced op:ui-
ous’ should have boen rathor strong meat
for thoso who beliovo in God and are far
from realizing the idea of » man loving his
neighbor’s wife. The following extrsets

shows that we have not misvepresented Mr.
M's ideas on thess peiuts and with these we

faliRay e unae

loave she watter to those who aye Rove ¢,
vanced' thun wo at all professto }, ad
hits yeligious idoas ke sponks thus, . o

“I was brought up from the
any religions belief, in the ordinury aee
tation of the torm. My father, eduengeq o,
the exerd of Scoteh Presbytorianisg, ti, »
by his own studies ands eflCotiona b, al
ied tE rqu;lot fnot onby tho belje
tion,but the foandations of wh :
ly called Natwral Heligion, ! alt xl:;m:l ‘xmon'
him sny, thot the turning point of Liw toard
ou the subject was v uding Butlep's Amﬁ"} l.d
That work, of which be vhvavﬂcuum;u:? )
spenk with sespeet, kept hinas ho sai) I‘O
some considerablo tine, 0 bolivyer iy, g
divine 2uthority of Christianity ; Ly pz. ;ho
to him, that whatecer are the diﬂlut"!?."‘qg
belicving thut the Old and New ’l‘r-a':;:(: lﬁ
piocecd fiem, or record the uetg of A ot
fect wise and good being, the rame ;\nd ): i
greater diflionltios stond in the way sﬂl;u
belief. that » being of aneh & eharigtey N
have been the Maker of the univegsy, cﬁn
consulercd Butler's argumeont ag ("ulli.'llk o
azamet the only opponents for whouw jt \:\0
intendod.  Those who admit ay omnj o
tent a8 well ax perfoctly just and benols)'o'
lent maker and yuler of such n weylg -
this, can svy littlo against Chuistianity ba:
what can, with at Jeast cqual forea, B, N
torted against themselves,  Findipe u,cf’.
fore, no halting place in Doism, hcﬁ;omai:;
od in a state ot porploxity, uutil, doul-lless.
after many strugglos, he vielded to thy, cons
viction, that,concerning the origin of thiy s
ncthing whaterer can bo known, Thiggj
the only correct statoment of lis opinior :
for dogmatio athoizm ho looked upon ag a‘h'
surd; as most of those, whom the woxhi
had considorced Atheists, have always done

Thave a hundred times heard lx;m sav.
that all agos und nations havo represontsd
their gods as wicked, in g constantly jy.
orcasing progression, thal mankind fhave
gone on adding trait oftor frait ti) the
reached the most perfect concoption oji'
wickedness which the huinay mim{\ean ds
vise, and have called this God, and pro::
trated themselves before t.  Thuw ne Plus
ultra of wickedness he considered g be
cubodiell in what is cormmonly presonteq
to manlund as tho crood of Christianit
Think (he used to sry) of a boing who
would make a Hell—who would creato the
human rece with the infallible foreknaw.
ledge, and therefore with tho mtontioy that
she great majority of them were to bo,con-
signed to horrible and overlasting torment
‘The time, I belicve, is drawing nosr when
this dreadful conception of an, objeat ef
worship will be no longor identified with
Christiznity ; and whon all persons, wish
any senso of moral good and ovil, will lgok
upon it with the same indignation with
which my father regarded it.

It would have been whoily incousistont
with my father'y ideas of dnty, to allow mo
to ncquive imprestions contrary to his con-
victions and feelings respecting roligion;
aud ho impressed upon e from the first
that tho manner in which the world came
into cxistence was a subject on which no-
thing was known ; that tho question, ‘Who
made mo 2’ cannot bo answered, beoauss
wo have no experienco or xuthentio infor.
wation from which to avsworit; and that
&ny answer only throws thejdificulty 2 step
further back, since tho quertion immediate-
ly presents itself, “Who mado Gol ?’ He,
at the same time, took cars that I ghoald
be acquainted with what had beon thought
by mankind on these imponetratrablo prob-
lems. I havo mentioned at how early an
agolio made mo a reador of eoclesiastical
hustory ; and he taught me to take the
strongest interest in the Roformation, as
the grent decisivo contest against priestly
tyranny for liberty of thoug%xt.

. [ am thus ong of the very few oxamples,
in this country, of one who has not shrowa
off veligious belief, but nover had it: 1 grew
up in & negative state with rogard toit. I
locked upon the modorn exactly as I did
npon the ancient roligion, as something
whicl in no way concorned me. I did not
seem to mo more strange that English peo-
plo should beliovo what I did not, than that
the meu I road of in Harodotus should
bave done so.  History has mado the var-
ioty of opinions among monkinda fact
fan}nhm‘ te me, and this was but a prolon-
gation of that fact. On réhgion in partics:
lar the time appears to me to have come,
when it is the duty of all who, boing quali-
fied in point of kuowledge, have on mature
consideration satisfied themsolves that the
current opinions are not only false but hurt-
f\_xl. to make their dissont known ; at least
if they are among those whoso station or
reputation gives thew opinion a chance of
bemg attended to,  Ruch mm svowal would
put an end, &t once and for ever, to the
valgar prgudice, that  what is ealled, very
mmnproperly, wnbelicf, is conneeted withany
bad qualities either mind or heart. The
worlid would be astonished it it knew bow
great a proportion of its brightest oina-
ments-~-of thoso most distinguished evenin
popular estimation for wisdom and virtuo
—are complete seepties in religion; many
of them rofraining from avowal, less from
personal considorations, than from a con-
serentious, though now in my opinion 2
most mistaken apprehension, lest by speak:
ing out what would tend to wenken esist-
tug beliefs, and by consequence (as they
fuppose) existing restraints, they shoald do
harm instead of good.

Of anbeliovers (so called) as well as_of
believers, there are many species, including
almost every variety of moral type. ub
the best ainong them, ag no ope who has
had opportumties of really knowing them
wull hesitats to affirm, aro mere genuinely
r‘el’lgxons. in the best sense of the word re-
ligion, than those who oxclusivel s arrogate
to themsolves tho title.

Of his relationship to Mrs. Taylor durivg
hor first husband's lifa ho spoaks ss follows.
The last sentones showing that though he
miglnt so far yield to tho absurd restraints of
sociaty it was simply from & wis. to pre-
sstve the conaoctional respoctability of Mr.
sud Mrs Taylor. Many of his disciplos
who may adopt his principles may have ne
such scruples.  And indood, wwhy shauld
they ?

All thegs eircumatbuces united, made the
uxmber very small of thess whose sociat{,

——

thrst wighyy

e )
f in Rov:-l;)-

sud still more whoss in Yy, 1now vel
wniarily soughs,

Among thiess, was the in~
Lo Laeid



