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the fiitest that could bo conceived to frustrate
thoso olyects. Thatboth will be accomplisheds
thero is no doubt whatover; but not as the
result of human skill or power. The desiro on
tho part of une denomination foruniversal pre.
valence, though impossible, os its erdent
admirers ottempt to effect it, may, notwith.
standing, have the same divine sanction in
relation to spirituzl things, es the command
to increase and mulliply, and replenish the
earth; It ia the law of the physical nature
in one, and of the moral in the other; and
if obedicuce to the former, fills the eaith
with human boings, from one generation to
another ; obedience to the latter will fill the
earthwith Christians,  Though it is ovidently
an crrar, that each religious bedy should ex-
pect to succeed in filling the world with
mombers of its own denomination; perhaps
to hold the notion, and the wish is, the only
way in which such s law can be in foree,
which in the hands of mry, who rules over
all, will result in filling the world with
Christians of all denominations, If this
rosult is obtained, what does it matter
whether there is one denomination or five
hundred; and whether each denomination is
subdivided into as many mare branch deno-
minations? Thorofore, Union in the sense
of baving ono form of Clurch Government
under ane temporal head, is entirely unne-
cessary with reference to the ultimate object
of the Guspel dispensation ; nay, it is vather
an hindrance. It produces stagnation of the
human mind, a dull and cold formality, rzcu

lar tyranny, ond the substitution of the in-
ventions of men for the word of God.  We
infinitely prefer scparation with agrecment,
to Uniun with disagreement.

Another evil may be pointed out as result-
ing from the prevalent anxiety to subject the
niass of Christians to one mode of Church
Fovernment. It involves the rulers of such
a Church in cares and duties, beyond their
prosiuce, while it withdraws their attention
from those which are clearly casential to
their own professed object, as well as to the
design of the Head of the Church. It has
always been a great evil in the Church, and
13 not fess su in the present day, to say,
let us preserve our institutions, our doctrines,
our discipline; others say, our ritual, our
liturgy, our articles, our confession of faith,
and so on; while they forget that personal
piety, pura religion and undefiled, preserves
all these if they are worth prescrving; whilo
nothing else will. Pecrsonal piety is overy
individaal's concern, but the genural preser-
vation of doctrines and institutions, is the
peculiar charge of the Head of the Church.
“I will remove thy Caondlestick out of his
place, unless thou repent,” is his own decla-
ration, clearly implying that the Candlestick
shall remain, if they do repent; and thatit
isa subject out of their province. Christian
Churches are tos intent on doing God's
warks, un keeping the Candlestick in his
place, which he will not permit them to do;
while they neglect their own, which he will
not do far them. » Harmonious agreement
wthout Timon, has a tendency to simplify
ccclesiasueat business, and 1. confine the at-
teation of the Choiches to the cssentinls of
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But wo have a few remarks to make in
favor of Union between the Dritish and
*anada Conferences. If by it, the Iatter
could be entirely weaned from politics, and
detached from all government connectionaud
support; if Canada were placed on a footing
with English Circuits, and if the preachers
interchanged stations accordingly;ifthe older
preachers took stations in Canada; and
it thero were no other difference between
Methodism in Englaud and Canada, than the
interposing  ocedn, the English and Cana-
dian Methodists might bo ono body, with
considerable advantage to religicn, and with
special benefit to Canada. We cheerfully
bear testimeny to the fact of theabstinence of
the British Wesleyan Methodists here, fiom
public interfering in politics, and to their
general fidelity to their instructions.

Wo believe that the Methodist bodies in
ull the British Empire, coutd be onc on some
such system. The political influence of the
central pawer is aloue to be dreaded; but as
hitherto, it has not been much exercised, as
cn the increase of its exercise, its spiritual
and moral efficiency must be diminished, if
1t i3 an evi, itis a remote one.  And with re-
gard to the political influence of the central
power in the Colonies, two considerations
relieve us from any serious apprehensions ;
the one is, that the centval power could not
exercise political influence in the Jeeal affairs
of distant Colonies, without making itself
acquainted with those affuirs; sucha know-
ledge would require a secular department,
quite foreign to a raligives institution; the
other iy, thatif the preachers wero only three
years in one station, that time, would be too
short to allow of their becoming identified
with local politics.

We but see one other way of cnring the
Wesleyan  Methodist Church of Politics,
which, through Dr. Ryerson and others, has
been made part and pavcel of its character;
now on oue side, now on the other, and in
either cose prejudicial to religion. It iay
be consideted thot the distance between
England and Ameriea in relation to time, is
uo more now than in the days of Mr. Wes-
tey, it was between England and Ireland, or
England and Edinburgh. There might now
be o complete interchange of preachers; Ca-
nadiun pregchers itinerating ten years in
England, aud Euglish preachers itinerating
ten years in Canada; and the same system
i operation in relation to every other Colo-
ny of the Empire. On this system all the
preachers would be missionaries, and the
Church eminently a missionary church,

To such a system, though objections sug-
gest themselvesatibe first glance, we would
prefer to submit rather than tosee our church
degraded by political intermeddling, How-
ever, we hear that if a union had been in-
tended, it is now given up by the British
Couference, for the same reasons which have
originated the demand for lay-representation;
ne 7 the only other apparent remedy for the
aviis complained of.
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1 will fght aguinst them with the sword of my mouth."-
John,

Mr. Eptran,—On one occasian the great Founder 38
of the Chriatian Faith, in the course ol his Binisuy
upan the earth, strongly contemned the lolly of those
who neglecied 10 ' discern the signs of the times,” §
while they wiscly and prudently obsorved the ordin.
ury phenomena of the lieavens. To me, it appoary |
evident that the same chargemay, wirh much justice
and propriety, be brought ageinst the inhnbitarts of
the worldin ourawn age ; butespecially against thove
who professing 1o reepect the autharity of the Most
High, sill, with a steange fool.hardiness, run agnina
b thothirk bosses of his Buckler 3 who, while ad. §
mitting the paramount suthotity of divine revelation,
practically discrd it.

There iza large class, Mr. Editor, in Society of this §
character who will no more believe the testimony of 8
the Son of' Gud, to sny proctical purpose, than did §
the Pharisees und Sadducees in the first age of the
Church. ‘I'ie many miracles which he wronght
openly bofore tha world,—the divine wisdom and
benevolence which shone sobrightly in his whole char.
acter failed 10 cominand the bumage of those Jewish
scetarians 1o Christ, their own Mestial,  They in. B
sultingly demanded & sign from heaven—he moekly §
reforred them, through a fgute, to Ins own death and
resusrection, as the seal of his divine mission and an. B
thority : he cbarged them with tho ain of hypocrisy,
because they profesred not to discern the sigrs of ¥
the times—not to perceive that a higher and botter
dispensation was abuut to supercede the' much loved
msututions of thewr fothers: that the kingdom of ¥
heaven—ihe reign of God in tho soul was nigh at §
band, and that 3 sprriual worship was to set aside the B
temnple, the altar, the sacrificeanbidull the goodly Titual
of God'wancieut lcritago. All these, though divine
appointments, wers ** only the shudow of gaod things
o come.” \heelements of the world, and gave place
m the fulness of time 1o the more perfect develope
meat ol the alwise and gracious purposes of God in
the salvation of men—they passedanay before the
tising ot the Sunof Righteonzuess,

Through every depariment of the works and ways
of God, the indicationis given that laws sre perpe-
tuelly in sction, winch if allowed 1o operate, will
result in the perfectin of the beings which are the
subjects of them. The growtk, whether of a physicel,
mentel, or monl nature is neually slow, but undeviat.
ingly progiesive in & hieslthy state of being; aad al-
most all the musery and untappiness, ths turmeil and
sinte which we find o the chereh, or in the world,
may Jusily be traced to the folly or wickedness of man
in resiming the great laws of his existence.

The object which 1 have in view, Mr. Editor, by
mzking the Jorgoing remarks is to endeavour to call
up the ettention of my brethren to the nscemity of
disccraing the aigns of tho times—to the importence
of free enquiry respecung the will of God, and the
claiws of our Saviour—to tho duty of being prepared
fo Torego all our mnost cherished liabits and associations
nat accordant with divine authority, snd sbove all
thingsto aid in the removal of every obstruction to the
operation of the laws of the Redsemer’s kingdom, in
order that they mey the more speedily extend ita glo-
rious caaquests from the rising 1o the seuting of the §
Sun. Tho most prominent feature of the signs of the |
times in wbith we live appearstobe that the Chris- §
tianity of tho wotld, is fast giving way to the Chris- &8
uanity ofthe New Test t. ‘the cunpingly devieed |
schemes of Church snd Sute conneciiog, and the ua- |
hallowed usurpation of power amung thoe Mivisters of 3
rebsgion having prostituted Christiantiy to sabeerve §
the mere purposes of worldly interest! and ombition,
e mote intelligent and pions inall denominations are §
heginning to labour with energy that by the spread of §

usurper, and that the Lord alone wmay boexelted in 3§
the Chureh. 3 zefor 1o the yemarkable mormpente
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