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thoroug-li were Ilis mebhiods, writh whiat industry and liow% ex-
hia-tstively hie examined a subjeet in order to see it in ail its
bearings, and to secure to himself a coiWprehensive and there-
fore certain knowledgre of it.

To those of us w.ho are Vhinliing constantly of the problerns
ùi' medicine the proposition, that research is necessary, seenis
:scîf-evident; but f0 many lu the profession and certainly to,
-our lay brethren it May -be an -advantage to consider some of
the faets and ar'guments whicli support it. Nobody wvho
t].inkzs over the prevalence of disease, and this should mean
also the durafion of hiuman life, can deny that wve, as a pro-
fession, 'have stili much to, learn. As long as a disease remains
whidh, is not amenable fo treatment, the physician has his task
before him. But what wants to be impressed upon the public
ind is that cure docs flot consist alone in putting drugs into

*1 e human -body f0 act upon this or that organ ; but that everýy
ýdisease, or alment ouglif to 'be sfudied closely in order to
Ili derstand the cause of flie first divergence from the normal,
arid that the prevention of such divergence and its rectifica-
t3on as soon as possible should fbc our chie£ objects, wlietlcir
by means of drugs, or by aniy other mefhod thaf may 'be fouud
applicable and wvill attain. the desired end. flence the stulY
of the origin of disease, or patliology and further back still
flic study of nature's workings during health. on tlie human
body, or pliysiclogy, -are of the utmost importance to, the
physician. Let no student think that lie lias donc wifh physi-
ology, whlen lic has gone tlirougli the course preliniinary to
the sfudy of Medicine.

Researchlinl physiologry is constanfly throwing fresh liglit
upon the meclîanism of the human body, explaining, things
hitherto obscure, or upsefting former hypotheses and substi-
tl!ting, new ones more conf ormable f0 the new facts discoverc.

In spite of the 250 years wihich 'have elapsed since flar-
vey's demonstration of flic circulation of the blood, there are
sf111 questions of the heart's mechanism which require answer.
Hlarvey recognized tlie com-manding position of the auricle
in the liearts cycle of contraction; lic noted how flic auricle

was the flrst to, start beating, and the Iast to, stop beating;
but it is only within thc last few years that it lias been -recog-


