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Self-infection.
'flic followviig notes arc frorn the .27ve Yrk-Z

Afedica/ Joul;;ai Of Jan. 7Li, on1 Self-inlfectionl:
Ahilfcld (CMI/b. f. G»'., Nov. 12, 1887> says that
the axioin that, there caiî lc no stich thing as self-
inîfection after a normal parturition is effectually
exploded. Winckel lias shuwii tlîat it lias occurrecl
iii woniîn who have given birtli to thieir children
il; il/ sireel, iii w'hicli tliere could bc no question
of infection froni the lianch, or in.strtîiîeits of pliy-
sicians or iicldwives, anîd AhIfélc l ias dcnîonistratcd
the saniie by experimental investigations. 'l'lie
au tlor u nderstaiids by self-i iifectioni, vitlî Senîniiel-
weiss, a condition iii w'hicli the poisonous inatter
Uxists uipon or in the genital organs at the tinie of
parturition, or is developcd during parturition or
the puerperiunî. 'he infection nîay or nîay not
be comnuiicated to the patient during the mnani-
pulations of the plîysician or iiclwife. A sharp
distinction between infection froni witlîout and
self-iîifectioîi coes not secîn to bc possible; it is
tiierefore diffcult to say, ini Most cases, that tic
l)lysician or the nîiclivife is rcspo!isible shoulcl

puqrlfever mnake its appea ranlce. it is on1l)
recently tlîat stress lias been laid upon the infjut-
ence exer-ciscd by niicro-organisnis uipon the vuiva,
andi tic external genitalg, ancl tlîis lias led to un-
cloubted improvemient ini the cond ition of puerperal
%voien iii gencral. It is niow adlnittecl that if
pathogenetîc spores are found iii tlîe vagina of a
N'oinan who is othierwvise iii good condition, dis-
case "nîay result, tliougli there is still uncertainty as
to wlietlier tîe), are clevelojied iii tlîe vagina, previ-
ous to p)artulritioni by tlîcir entrance into the tissues,
or through the process of tlicir proliferation. A
fatal resuit.froin bloocl-poisoning or septic l)Critoni-
tis niay occur even though the patient rnay not
.have been touched by a pliysician or otiier attend-
ant. Cases-arc narratcd iii which the evicleuce of
septic iuîfcctiouî froni rctained auîd putrefying pro-
clucts of conception is clear andi convincing, lpois-
onig froin the absorption of ptonîaines; bcing
adniittecl. TI'le author does not agree witlî
Kaltenbaci in his belief tlîat puierperal disease
froni sucli a cause is of rare occurrence.

OBSTETRIOS.
I he Gencrat Treamcnt of Puerperal Sepsis.

* Runge (ibid.) refers to lus paper publishied. in
i 856, ini Nhich lic outlincd a, suitable nîetlîod of
treatnient forseptic cases anîong puerperal woneni,

wlîich should consist iii the lise of v'ery large doses
of alcohiol, m'arin baths, nutritious food, anid the
avoidance of ail anitipyretic mledicamients. Sinice
tlîat trne hie lias treateci ine cases of more or less,
severe pueriperal sepsis by these ieans, and with.
only one fâtal result. 'l'lie opinions w'hich werc
elicitcd by the paper in question were favorable to
the avoidance and disuse of the so.called anitipy-_
retic niedicarnents; they w'ere also favorable to the
free uise of alcohiol, but they regarded the useful-
ness of the l)aths a's at least questionable ; indeeci,
sôme expressions wvere ehicîted. which disapproved of
flhem entirel), as objectionable mecans. It wvas also
doubted whethier it %vould bc possible, in the
miiajority of cases, to administer a large quantity of
nutrient niaterial. The convictions of the author
as to the val1ue of the mnis which lie lias recoî-
mended. have beeni deepenied by additional experi-
ence. There are certain linîiits to the effectivenless
of local treatient iii puerperal sepsis. 'Lo be suie,
one can levent further resorption of poisonous
germis by suitable precautions, but these do not
clefend the organisrn from the poison whichi lias
already been absorbecl and is %vorking iii the circu-
lation. 'l'lie object of treatmlent slîould tlierefore,
be to furnish defence against the enenîy w'hich lias
already miade its invasion, and, with this in view,
the regulation of ail thc functions, especially, those,
whî-ich ,per-taini to digestionî, is of first importance.
Th'le use of alcohol and %marmi baths %vill acconiplish
this endi the alcohiol ivill increase the hiea-rt action
and retard the metanorphosis of ilbiiiiinoids,
while the 1)aths will increase tic desire for foocl,
an-d s0 pr~epare the way for the increased ingestion
of nutrient material. By the sanie nieans tic sert-
sorium, circulation, and respiration %vill be bene-
fitteci, and the autlior's experience enables liimi to
say Jhat tliese are facts and not theories. Tlîe
trcatnîent witli alcoliol slîould prececle the use of
tic l)atlis, iii order to fortify the hleart for their-
influence. T1'le teniperature of tlhe baths should
bc 220 to 24" C., and they shoulci be used frorn
five to ten nminutes according to -the strengtlî of the
patient. If tliere is a, tendericy to collapse after
tlîeir use, a large dose of alcoliol should be given,
or a -subctitaneous injection of etlier or of cani-
plior. 'The greatest care slîould be exercised ini
giving tlîe battis so as not to w~eary the patient.
Tliey are not so mucli irndicated- on accounit of cie-
vated -temperature as for their influence upoiî the
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