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pains, and in 'ive minuîtes the injection came
away w1th exceedingly offensive fLatus. Shortly
afterwards the patient felt considerably better.
Iii three lours the enemia was repeated witli
half the previous doses, and was shortly followed
by a large loose motion, and by a second later
on. 'lhe patient coipletely recoverd.-Lace/.

T,ýrnm.---At tic recent meeting of the sso-
cia t ion of Almerican Physicians, Pr. James
Stewart, of M ontreal, read a paper 011 tetany.

lhe d(etails of the following case were referred
to ie patient, a male. agedl forty, has been
troubled during the past eight vears with< regula r-
1y recurring attacks of tetanyv He served as a
soldier during the Aierican civil war. Suffered
at that time a nd sulbsequently trom chronic
dysentry and malarial attacks. For upwards of
ten ears be lias been troublcd with diarrh<ea.
Patient is tall, eniaciated, and anemi. 'ihe
tirst subjective sympton of his tetany is usually
double vision, which is quickly followed by thu
characteristic contractions of the flexor iuscles
of the hands. Occasionalli he i exors pf the
foreami.s and adductors of the arms becoie
spastic, muscles of the face almnost constantly
suffer, imuscles of the lower ex(tremities rarel.
Thle affected muscles are the seat during the
attacks of fibrillary twitching. l'e attacks often
last severaI days (seven to twelve), unless ter-
iiinated by the very free use of morphia.

'Tlie galvanic irritability of the nerves is found
to be greatly increased, also the rnechanical
irritability of both nerve and muscle. iKnec-
jerks exaggerated during attack, absent in inter-
vals. (Œdema of the hands and arms, with
herpctic eruptions frequenti, to be seen after
particularly severe attacks. 'hie quantity of
urime excreted during attacks is usually normal
in aimount, and contains urea and indican in
great excess. Patient has been under observa-
tion for more than three years, and it has been
noticed during the past two years that he has
been getting gradualy dull and apathetic. It
takes himi a long time to answer questions lie
complains of general numnbness. lis face and
lips are swollen; syrnptoms closely resembling
those seen in myxtedernia.

Tetany', he said, mav be divided into three
varieties: i. Epidenic or "rheunatie" tetany,
conimon in Europe, but extremely rare in

Anerica. The course is acute aid favora ble.

2. bty from exhaustinig 'Causes, as lautation,
diarrbu ea, etc. C'ourse is chronic and favorable.
;. Tetany from removal of the thvroid glands.
Course gcnerally is tîually eiher quickly
fatal, or chronic and incurable. 4. A formn of

tetaiy occurnng i cases of dilatation of the
stomaclh. Very fatal. Infantile tetany is e'ý-
cluded fronm this divisioi, as what is so fre-

qulently enlled tetany in ifiants is not tha t dis-

case. No doubt, truc îetany miay ocur i

childhood.
Eixf>crnuw/a/ /e/any.-W-Xhethe thyroidl glanud

is remoed froni (-ats. dogs, or mConkIys, n on-

dition very similar to the typical tetany of the
human siubject is observed, viz., librillai- trem ou s

and internit tent spasimodic contractions. 1 )eath

tisuaîlly follows in a week, and no changes can

be found to accotnt aderoiately foi it.
'lie fact that there is a great increase in the

electric irritability of the nerves after the r n--

al of the thyroid glands is strong eviden- , (f

the similarity of the tetany of man and an-mals.

Of tle manv forms of iiiuciîlar contrat ins

seenî in ian, in none, with perhaps the excep-

tion of cholera, do we find an- arked iicrca.e

of the electric irritability of the nierves and

muscles.
No pathological changes that in any wav can

he considered cbauacteristic have been described.
AhI recent observiers tend to confirm the con-

clusion of Sclhiff, that the tetani following re-

movai of the thyroid glands is directly due to

the loss cf the gland, and that the thyroid gland

in soie way- lias a direct influence over the

nutrition of the iervous system. It is difficult

to explain how causes sO diverse in their opera-

tion., as " rheumatic" infdueices, diarrh<ea, preg-

nancy, lactation, and removal of the thyroid,

can induce similar sympitons. It appears prob-

able uhat impoverishnuent of the nerve centres is

one of the unain factors in its production ki

THi- 1)axuos or 'mi: Soîum:;u VacxruoN.

-The unexpected death of Mr. Firth,.l.,

lias excited much interest during the past week.

It is niot so much the public , services of due

deceased as the circunistances of his death that

call for notice in our coluins. Mr. Firth fell

a prey to the sunmer vacation, and many less


