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CASE OF PUERPERAL 'CONVULSION.
By A. LAPTHORN SMITH, B. A., M.D., M. R.C.S.Eng.,

Professor of Botany Medical Faculty University of
Bishop's College.

(Read before the Medico Chirurgical Society of Montreal.)

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN.-The inter-
est evinced in the very able paper lately

read before the Society by our esteemed noitfrère,
Dr. Armstrong, onsome cases of iPuerperal Eclamp-

sia induces me to submit for ;your consideration

the following case of the same disease, which oc-

curred some months ago in my practice. Mrs. L.,
St. 32, married one year, who had engaged me

to attend her in her first confinement, consulted

me at my office on the 22nd July. She was a

dark, thick-set, rather stout woman, of active habits

and enjoying a good appetite. Before her mar-

riage she had suffered for many years from severe

dysmenorrhoea, which nothing had relieved until

she became pregnant, since which she had become

entirely free from pain. Since her marriage she had

been in constant fear, almost amounting to

dread, that she would never get over her confine-

ment, which anxiety I had considerable difficulty in

allaying. She was then at about the 7th month of

pregnancy.
She came to me on the above date, complaining

of headache and pain in the back, which were so

severe as to prevent her from sleeping ; also of

numbness on the right side. I gave her a mixture
containing bromide* of potassium and hydrate of
chloral, and some directions' as to diet, as her
tongue was coated and bowels confined. Her
vision appeared normal, and she thought that her
water was all right.

Next day, hovever, the 23rd July, she returned
to my office, stating that she felt quite silly; that
she called things by the wrong name, and that
everything seemed to be upside down. She had
vomited several times, complained of increased
headache, and of severe pains in the lower part of
her belly, accompanied by strange movements,
different from those formerly caused by the child;
which I presurne were uterine tenesmus. She also
complained of painful and frequent micturition,
and that the urine was very scanty and high col-
ored. I now perceived that her feet were swelled,
and her eyelids puffy ; and on examining her urine,
some of which I had told her on the previous day
to bring, found it'loaded with albumen.

I sent her home at once, ordered a fly-blister to
theback of her 'neck and to eat or drink nothing
but milk.

A few hours later I was sent for in great haste,

being informed that she had had a fit, and was

apparently dying. On reaching her I found her

quiet but comatose, with stertorous breathing-

The foetal heart could not be heard. On exam-

mation the os uteri was found to be dilated to the

size of a quarter dollar, the head presenting.


