Code of Medical Ethics.

4. A physician should not be forward to make gleomy prognos.
tications, becausc they savour of empiricist, by magnifying the
importance of his services in the treatment or cure of the diseasc.
But he should not fail, on proper occasions, to give to the friends
of the patients timely notice of danger, when it really cceurs; and
even to the patient himself, if absolutely necessary. ~ This office,
however, is so peculiatly alarming when cxecated by him, that it
ought to be declined whenever it can be assipned to uny other
person of sufficient judginent. and delicacy. For, the physician
should be the minister of hope and comfort to the sick ; that, by
such cordials to the drooping spirit, he may soothe the bed of death,
revive expiring life, and counteract the depressing influence of
those maladics which often  disturb the tranquility of the most
resigned, in their last moments. 'The life of a sick person can be
shortened not only by the acts, but alss by the words or the man-
ner of a physician. It is, therefore, a sacred duty to guard himself

" carefully in this respeet, and to avoid all things which havea ten.
dency to discourage the patient and to depress his spirits.

5, A physician ought not to abandon a patient beeause the case
is deemed incurable ; for his attendance may continue to be kighly
useful to the patient, and comforting to the relatives around him,
even in the last period of a fatal malady, by alleviating pain and
other symploms, and by soothing mental anguish. To decline
attendance, under 'such circemstances, would be sacrificing to
fanciful delicacy and mistaken liberabty, that moral duty, which
is independent of, and far superior to all pccumary consideration.

6. Consultations should be promoted in difficult or protracted
casce, as they give rise to confidence, encrgy, and more enlarged
views in practice.

7. The opportunity which a physician not' unfrequently enjoys
of promoting, and strengthening the good resolutions of his patients,
suffering under the consequonces of vicious conduct, ought never
to be neglected.  His counsels, or even remonstrances, will give
satisfaction, not offence, if they be proffered with politeness, and
evince a genuine love of virtue, accompanied by a sincere interest
in the welfare of the person to whom they are addressed.

1. Obligatitns of Patienis to their Physicians.~The membere
of the medical profession, upon whom are cnjoined the performance
of #o many important and arduous duties towards the community,
and who are required to make su many sacrifices of comfort, case,
and health, for the welfure of those who avail themsclves of their
services, certainly have a right. to expeet and require, that their
patients should entertain a just serse of the duties which they owe
to their medical attendants, ' )

2. The first doty of a paticnt is, to sclect as his medical adviser
one who has received a regular professional education.: In no
trade or occupation, do mankind rely on the skill of an untaught

. artist; and in medicine, confessedly the most ditficult and intricate
*of the scicnees, the world ought not to suppose that knowledge is
mtuitive. . oo

3. Patients should prefer a physician, whose habits of life are
reg"ular, and who is not devoted to company, pleasure, or to any
pursuit incompatible with his professional obligations. A patient

‘should, also, confide the carc of himself and family, as much as
possible, to one physician, for a medical man who has become
sequainted with the peculiarities of constitution, babits, and pre.
dispositions, of those he attends, is more likely o be successful in
+ his treatment; than one who does not possess that knowledge.

A patient. who has thus selected his physician, should always
apply for adviee in what may appear to him trivial cases, for the
most fatal results often supervene on the slightest aceidents, 1t

_ is of still more importance that he should apply for assistance in
the forming stage of violent discases; it is to a neglect of this pre-
cept that medicine owes muceh of the uncertainty and imperfection

" with which it has been repreached. ‘

4. Patients should taithfully and unreservedly communicate to
their physician the supposcd cause of their discase. ‘I'his is the
‘tnore important, as many diseases of a mental onigin simulate thuse
depending on external causes, and yet are only to be cured by
wministering to the mind discased. A paticnt should never be afraid
of thus traking his physician his ‘fricnd and adviser 5 he should
always bear in mind. that a medical man is under the strongest
obligations of secrecy. © Even the female sex should never allow

~ feelings of shame or delicacy to prevent their disclosing the seat,
symptoms and causcs of complaints peeuliar to them.,  However

" commendable a modest reserve may be in the common occurrences
“of life, its strict observance in medicine is often attended with the
most seriots conscquences, and a putient may sink under a painful

and loathsomc disease, which niight have been readily prevented
had timely intimation been given 1o the physician. )

5. A patient shonld never weary his physician with a tedious
detail of events or matters not appertaining to his discase. Even
as relates to his actual symptons, he will convey much more real
information by giving clear answers to interrogatories, than by the
most minute account of his own framing. Neither shounld he ob-
trude the details of his business nor the history of his family con.
cerns. o

6. The obedicnce of a paticnt to the prescriptions of his physician
should be prompt and implicit.  He should never permit his own
crude opintons as to their fitness, to influence his attentizu to them.
A falure in onz particular may render an otherwise judicious
treatment dangerous, and even fatal. ‘{'his remark is equally ap-
plicable to dict, drink, and exercise. As patients becomcpnnva).
escent they are very apt to suppose that the rales preseribed for
them may be disregarded, and the consequence but too often, isa
relapse. ~ Patients should never allow themselves to be persuaded
to take any medicine whatever, that may be recommended to them
by the self~constituted doctors and doctresses, who arc 50 freguiently
met with, and who pretend to possess infallible remedies ‘f‘ur.‘the
cure of every disease.  However simple some of their prescriptions
may appear {o be, it often happens that they are productive ofinuch
mischicf, and in all cases they are injurious, by contravening the
plan of treatment adopted by the physician. ) T

7. A patient should, if possible, avoid even the friendly visits
of a physician who is not attending him,—and when he does re..
ceive them, he should never converse on the subject of hssgdxseas«c,
as an observation may be made, without any intention of mte{fcr.
ence, which may destroy his confidence in the course he is puisuing,
and induce him to neglect the directions prcsc\:xhcd to hun. A
patient should never send for a consulling physician without the
express consent of Ins own medical attendant. It is of great im.
portance that physicians should act in concert ; for, although their
modes of treatment may be attended with equal success when
employed singly, yet conjointly they are very hikely to be produc.
tive of disastrous tesults. L

8. When a patient wishes to dismiss his physician, justice and
cummon courtesy require that he should declarc his reasons for so
doing. : :

O.gPaticnts should always, when practicable, send for “their
physician in the morning, before his ueunal hour of guing out ; for,
by being early aware of the visits he has to pay during the day,
the physician is able to apportion his time in such a moanner as to
prevent an interference of engagements. Patients should also
avoid calling on their medical adviser utinecessarily during the
hours devoted to meals orsleep. They should always he in readi-
ness to receive the visits of their physician, as the detention of a
few minutes is often of serious inconvenicnce to him. ‘

10. A patient should, after his recavery, entertain a just and
enduring sense of the value of the services rendered him by his
physician; for these are of such a character, thal no mere peca-
niary acknowledgement can repay or cancel them. e

Chap. 2.—Of the Duties of Physicians to eack other, and o
the Profession at large. e

1. Duties for the support of professional character.—Tvery,in-
dividual, on entering the profassion, as he becomes thereby entitled
to all its privileges and iminunities, incurs an obligation to exert
his best abilities to maintain its dignity, and honour, to exalt its
standing, and to extend the bounds of its usefulness.  He should
therefore observe strictly, such laws as arc instituted for the, gov.
ernment of its members ;—should avoid all contumelious and var-
castic remarks relative to the faculty, as a body ; and 1\v}1i!p“"})y
unwearied diligence, hie resorts Lo, every hononruble means of, en-
riching. the science, he should ecntertuin a duc respect for- his
seniors, who have, by their labours, brought it to the clevated con-
dition in which he finds it. o LT

2. I'here is no profession, from the members of which ‘gréater
putity. of eharaeter, and a igher standard of moral excellenceare
reguired, than the medical; and to altain such eminence, isa‘(}my
every physician owes alike to his profession, and to his patients.
1t is due to the latter, as without it he cannol command their res-
peet.and eonfidence, and to both, beeause no'scientific attainments
can. compensate for’ the want of correct mora} principles, It is
also incambent upon the faculty to, be temperaté in all thing®,.for -
the practice of physic requircs the unremitting exercise of u clear
and vigorous understanding ; and, on_emergencies for which ne

professional man shonld be unprepared, a steady hand, an, acute



