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4. A physician should not be forward to make glooniy prognos.
tications, because they savour of empiricisn, by magnifyingr the
importance of his services in the treatment or cure of the disease.
But lie should not fail, on proper occasions, to give to the friends
of the patients tinely notice of danger, when it really occurs; and
even to the patient himself, if absolutely nrcessary. This office,
however, is so peculiarly alairmîing whcn exccutcd by hin, that it
ouglt to bc declined wlhenevcr it can hc assigncd to any other
person of sufficient judgnent ani delicacy. For, the physician
should be the minister of hope and comfort to the sick ; that, by
such cordials to the drooping spirit, lie may soothe the bed of death,
revive expinng life, and couriteract the depressing influence of
those maladies which often ,disturb the tranquility of the most
resigned, in their last moments. The life of a sick person can bc
shortened not only by the aets, but also by the words or the mari-
ner of a physician. It is, therefore, a sacred duty to guard himself
carcfully in this respect, and to avoid ail things which have a ten.
dency to discourage the patient and to depress his spirits.

5. A physician ouglit not to abandon a patient because the case
is deemed incuiable ; for his attendance nay continue to be highly
useful to the patient, and comfnorting to thc relatives around hin,
even in the last period of a fatal mîalady, by alleviating pain and
other symptons, and by soothing mental anguish. To decline
attendance, undcr such circumstances, vould be sacrificing to
fanciful delicacy and mistaken liberality, that moral duty, which
is independent of, and far superior to aIl pecunary consideration.

6. Consultations should be promotcd in difîicuit or protracted
cases, as they give rise to confidence, energy, and more cnlargcd
views in practice.

7. 'T'le opportunity whicl a physician not unfrequently enjoys'
of promoting, and strengthening the good resolutions of his patien ta,
sufTering under the consequences of vicious conduct, ought never
to be neglected. His counsels, or even remonstrances, will give
satisfaction, net offence, if tlcy be proffered with politeness, and
evince a genuine love of virtue, accompanied hy a sincere interest
in the welfare of the person te whom they are addressed.

Il. Obligatiosns ofPatiends to their Phyicias.-The members
of the medical profession, upon whom are cnjoined the performance
of so many important and arduous duties towards flie communitv.
and who are required to make so many sacrifices of cornfort, case,
and healtli, for the welfare of those who avail themselves of their
services, certainly have a riglit to expect and require, that their
patients should entertain a just scnse of the duties whicli tley owe
to their medical attendants.

2. The first duty of a patient is, to select as his medical adviser
one who lias rcceived a regular professional education. In no
trade or occupation, do manîkinîd rely on the skill of an untauglit
artist; and in niedicine, confessedlv the inost difficult and intricate
of the sciences, the world ouglt not to suppose that knowledge is
rituitive.

3. Patients should prefer a physician, whose habits of life are
regular, and who is not devoted to company, pleasure, or to any
pursuit incompatible withl his professional obligations. A patient
should, also, confide the care of himself and family, as much as
possible, to one physician, for a iedical man who has becone
acquainted with the peculiarities of constitution, habits, and pre-
dispositions, of those he attends, is more likcly to be successful in
his trcatment; than one who does nlot possess that knowledge.

A patient, who haà thus sclectcd his physician, should aliays
apply for advice in what nay appear toi him trivial cases, for the
most fatal results often supervene on the slightest accidents. It
is of still more importance that he should apply for assistance in
the forming stage of violent diseases ; it is to a neglect of this pre-
cept that medicine owes much of the uncertainty and imperfection
vith which it has becn reproached.

4. Patients should taithfully and uircservedly communicate to
their physician the suppîosed cause of tfhcir discase. This is the
more important, as many discases of a mental origin simulate those
depcnding on extcrnal causes, and yet are only to bc cured by
ninistering to the mind discased. A patient should never be afraid
of thus naking his physician, his friend and adviser; lie should
alv'ys bear in mind, that a medical man is under the strongest
obligations of sccrecy., Even the female sex should never allow
feelings of shame or delicacy to prevent their disclosing the seat,
symptons and causes of complaints peculiar to.them., Hlowever
commendable a modest rcserve may be in the common occurrences
of life, its strict observance in medicine is often attended with lthe
nost serious conscquiences, and a patient rmay sink under a painful

and loathsome disease, whieh might have been readily preventcd
had tinely intimation been given to the physician.

5. A patient should never weary bis physician with a tedious
detail of events or matters not appertaining to his disease. Even
as relates to his actual symptons, he will convey much more real
information by giving clear answers to interrogatories, than hy the
most minute account of his own framing. Neither slould he ob-
trude the details of his business nor the history of his family cou.
cerns.

6. The obedience of a patient to the prescriptions of his physician
should be prompt and implicit. le should never permit his own
crude opinions as tu their fitness, te influence his atteniuîn to them.
A faîlure in one particular may render an othelrwise judicious
treatment dangerous, and even fatal. This remark is equally ap-
plicable to dict, drink, and exercisc. As patients become conval.
escent they are very apt to suppose that the rules prescribed for
them may be disregarded, and the consequence but too often, is a
relapse. Patients should never allow thenselves to bc persuaded
to take any medicine whatever, that may be recommended to thin
by the self-constituted doctors and doctresses, who are so freqnently
met with, and who pretend te possess infaillible remedies for the
cure of cvery disease. lowever simple soime of licir prescriptions
may appear to be, it often happens that they are productive o? nuch
mischief, and in ail cases tlcy are injurious, by contravening the
plan of treatnent adopted by the physician.

7. A patient should, if possible, avoid even the friendly visits
of a piysician vho is not attending him,-and wlien lie does re.
ceive them, lie should never converse on the subject ofhis disease,
as an observation may be made, without any intention of interfer.
ence, which may destroy his confidence in the course lie is puisuing,
and inducc him te neglect the directions prescrilbed to him. A
patient shonld never send for a consulting physician without tie
express consent of his own medical attendant. It is et great in-
portance that physicians should act in concert; for, althougli their
modes of treatrment nay be attended with equal success wlien
emplo.yed singly, yet conjointly tlcy are very lhkely to be produc.
tive of disastrous results.

8. Wlcn a patient wishes te disniss his physiciani, justice and
common courtesy require that lue should declare his reusons for so
doing.

9. Patients should lways, ivhen practicable, send for their
physician in the morning, befora his usual iour of going out ; for,
by being early aware of the visits he has to pay durimg the day,
the physician is able to apportion his time in sucl a manner as to
prevent an interereeice of engagements. Patients should aiso
avoid calling on their medical adviser uinecessarily during the
hours devoted to ineals or sleep. They shîould always le in readi-
ness to receive the visits of their physician, as the detention of a
few minutes is often of serious inconvenience to hin.

10. A patient should, after his recovery, entertain a just and
cnduîring seise of the value of the services rcndcred hiim by his
physician ; for those are of such a character, that no more pecui-
niary acknowledgeinent can repay or cancel then.

Chap. 2.-Of the Duties of Physicians l each, other, andIto
the Profession ai large.

1. Duties for the support of professional character.-Ever in-
dividual, on entering the profession, as ha becomes tlicrey enîtiied
to ail its privileges and iminunities, incurs an obligatiop toexert
his best abilities tu maintain its dignity, and honour, tro exaît its
standing, and to extend the bounds of its usefulness. lHa eiGuid
tlerefore observe strictly, such laws as arc instituted for the,gov.
ernment of its mîîemnbers ;-should avoid ail contumnelious and war-
castic remarks relative to the faculty, as a bddy ; and * whi!, by
uniwearied diligence, lie resorts to, every honourable neans of ii.
riching the science, lie should entertain a due respect foi his
seniors, who have, by their labours, brought it to the clevated con.
dition in whîich le rinds it.

2. 'There is ni profession frei fle members of vhihi greautcr
puiity.of chaliracter, and a higier standard of moral exeallenceare'
rcquired, than the medical; and te attain such minence, is a duty
every .physician owes alike te lis profession,'and to his patiè,ts.
kt is due to the latter, as vithouti it lie cannot conimand thicr res-
pect and confidence, aid toboth,because no scientifie attaimienits
can compensate for tlie want of corredt noral principles. Il 1
also incombent upon the fi culty to e btemperatò in all thingP, fr -
the practice of physic requires theunremitting exercise of a tear
and vigorous understanding ; and, on emîîergendies for whicl nO
professional mîîaun should be unpreparedî, a steady hand, an acite
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