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digression from the pa.thological specimen forming the subject of this
paper, will be pardoned.

This specimen had stood. upon the shelves of the Pathological Mu-
seum for many years without a reference and its intere.sting history
seeined to have passed beyonid the ken of.the present generation. Dr.
Osier, however, in reply to an enquiry on the subject, stated that lie
renembered it perfectly, having ofa-n deinonstrated it, and directed me,,
to the Edinburgh Medical Journal in which he told me it had been
reported by Dr. Holmes.

I take the liberty of republishing Dr. Holmes' ·article in toto, both
because in itself it pre.sents many points of interest to us of modern
times and because it is so classically written that scarcely a word can be
onitted without loss.
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The following case of malformation of the heart, is, I believe unique,
as far as the appearances extend, though several, in which similar
effects on the circulation must have been produced, are ·to be found.
recorded. Many of the cases collected by Dr. Farre in his Essay on'
Malformations of the Heart, resemble this in one or more particulars,
but no one exactly.' Though, from the. existence of all the parts that
are found in the natural .tate, it miglit be classed among cases of -im-
perfect double heart,.yet it may perhaps-be more correctly èonsidered
intermediate between thiem and those of single heart, as from the rela-'
tions and small capacity of the right ventricle,.it can be looked upon
only as the commencement of the pulmonary artery. 'The effects on
the constitution of the blood -would evidently be the same as if only
one auricle and ventricle existed.

Isaac N., St. 22, of a delicate.habit, had been affected from infancy
with a palpitation of the heart, attended by a peculiar blueness of the
cheeks and lips, more remarkable at one time than another. The
palpitation was nuch increased by quick .motion, and subject to aggra-
vation after any irregularity, which a turn for dissipation frequently
presented. At these times.the. difficulty of respiration was great, and
attended by painii therégionofhe heart r Fa fev yëarspast-lie,
had -had a; 'more" ere'atfack évery: .wiiter,; ppaiently originatiiig i~n

* Republished frorn the.Trans. Medico-Cli'r. Society of Edinburgh, 1824.


