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THE PREVENTIVE TREATMENT OF HEMICRANIA
BY CANNABIS INDICA.

Br JAMES STEWART, M.D., BRU-EF.ELD, ONT.

(Read before the Canada Medical Aesociation, at Ottawa, September. 1880.)

During the last three years I have-used Cannabis Indica in
15 cases of true Hemicrania, with the following results: In 3
cases a cure has resulted; in 6 cases, great relief, with a length-
ening of the periods between the attacks; in 3 cases no appre-
ciable effect followed ; and in 2 cases the administration of this
drug vas decidedly injuricus, the periodic attacks recurring
with greater frequency and severity after its use. In one case
half a grain daily was sufficient to bring about the full intoxicant
effects, and the patient, a lady aged 35, was unable to continue
it, even in, the very moderate dose of a quarter-grain daily. The
followi'ng is a brief history of the cases cured:-

CASE I.-Mrs. R., aged 48. Still menstruating, but irregu-
lar; bas been troubled with sick headache for 20 years. For-
merly the periodic attacks returned about once a month, but for
a period of six weeks their recurrence has been weekly. She
does, not vomit, but feels sick and dizzy as the attacks pass off:
She was ordered ±-grain doses of hemp twice a day, and dur-
ing the following six weeks she had oniy one slight attack. The
dose vas then increased to half a grain twice a day, and con-
tinued at that rate for a further period of five months. It is
now 18 months since she commenced the half-grain doses, and a


