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been, any persistent local symptom which would indicate with any

degree of certainty its true position.

The efforts made to detect it in the stomach having proved

abortive, the idea of saaring or hooking the plate by appliances

which had suggested themselves to the surgeons , of the hospital,

could not be carried out,-hence she still wears the, teeth, but in

a locality where I fear they will rather retard than assist the pro-

cess of digestion.
Within the past year a case almost identical with that

now under discussion, was recorded in the London Lancet,

if I- mistake not, in which a hospital surgeon, not only dis-

covered the site of the plate, but successfully extracted it by

means of an instrument used for the purpose of removing coin or

other, foreign bodies from the esophagus. ,To have hooked or

seized such a body, in a large, distant, and dark cavity like the

stomach, and to have caused it to enter the oSsophagus in its long

axis, precisely as desired, was, to say the least, a most happy

result; and one that might not be attained again, even by the sanie

operatorin 90 cases out of a 100.

In this connexiOn I may reuark that a practical difficulty may

meet the surgeon seeking to remove such a foreign body as a

plate, with teeth attached to it, from the stomach.

ý m'ig1ht be able to seize it firmly, and yet fail to get it to

enter the oesophagus; and still have further and greater difficulty

indetaching the instrument from its hold of the plate or teeth,

withut doing serious violence te the stoniach; and this difficulty

might very readily ocur where snares of wire or twine are used

fer such a purpoge. Hence the necessity of being gua

selecting the surgical appliance for such an operation. bd

The 4uestion arises-Whatwill become of this fereign bodyf

it is, rtpassed '-er vias naturales?" And a second enquiry

Very naturally fllows the firt7-Vhat will become of the patient

if it remains in the alimentary canal? If I arn correctly informed

th emateriüd of -vhich it is composed is not likely to be dissolved

by the action, ef gartric juice, or by any cf thesecretieus it may

corne in centact with, should it pass the pylorus. Dr. Cogswe

the article already referred to, says
I felt desi euso t know what mineal acids would diss

vulcanite rubber, ienceI epeirinented with the various muriatci

suiphuric and nitrii acids, found the two former hadneec

upon the piece placed lu it, but by applymg mtric acd a

foi fte 'ours he piece had cc e ute lke 'a spong

softne s ldeasilfexpre the colourmng material from it, an4

drymn it could be rubbed up lik powder between the fiei


