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woods near Ottawa rneasured five-eiglits of an inchin luength. There is soule
motive for these varied proportions whieh as yet requires explauation. Vespa
maculata iiîvaribly suspends its nest froin the branches of' beecli and 'maple
trees. These niay bc found common during sorne seasons «between tie rnonths
of Juîlv and October. The structural confurînity of those of the second colony
are remarkable froru being on]y about haif t1Le tzize of the third-for there cari-
not be a doubt on iny mind but that maz(czlatct cunstructs a tliird-and that; is
the large nest we find in the fail of Mhe year, and tie one iu '«hich Mie maies
are produced. It is during the season that the second furum of ncst is iihah)ited
that tiiese inseets shonlld be watched, and 1 arn êrry that 1 have not, had that
opportunity, as I should bave determnined the existence or nlot of maies at this
period.

The parent wasps are very fond of building their ncsts in. the neighborhood.
of our dwellings. Sometirnes they are fourni attached to slîeltered, situations
in out-houses, aud their object in seeceting tiie.,e situations is no doubt to be
close to localities where they eau -procure food to rear their yoimg quiekly.
The entomologist may look for these littie uests ea-rly iu 1May; tliencc!orwar<t
he eau find them, in ail stages of progrezs, but ftew wvilI Le found eontailing
eggs before tke 25th of May, wlîich is about the tine timat tie first egg 18
deposited. Larvae appear about the î th of June. 17 so maculat vas the,
species prevalent in the woods near this city in Mie stîmiu *r of 1bb Last
year Vspa ge-'manica vas predominant, and I append two or thrce notes
regarding thern.

May 3th-Found a nest of 17 gernianica under a picce of old bark, on the
ground. Appearance of nest sirnilar to that of 1' miaczilata. There was onàiy
one egg in the central ccl.

June 7th-Found a second nest of V. germanica. It contained twelve celis,
ten of whichi had eg-s, and the two central coutaine0 larvi, apparently imatcheà
a few days previous. The eggs are attachcd to the inuer wall at the bottorn
of ach cell. This uest had. three partitions of sirnilar construction tolthat of

V.mcutata.
Juneï l3th--rB.xamined the nest fouud on tie 30th ultimo. It appeared to

have been iucreased by ait additional envelope. Iu taking up. ~ ic fbr
and'holding the aperture so that the rays of the Sun could. enter it, 1 detected
Iarvae in the central colis, but they wcrc very srnal]. Whieu 1 first found this
nest, the parent came out and flew% about my head, Lt on thus occasion 1 had
ta blow into the aperture ere shc carne out, anîd whlen she did tiiere '«as no feur
exhibited, nor did she fiy away, but stood on the outside of the wvall 1l
exarnined the interior.

Oue part of the history of AMils species, I im. sorry to say, 1 have not haci an
opportunity to investigate-- that is, their econoniy wliile iu the second nest, for
I believe timat it is during this stage of progreQssthat a truc accouuît of the mndi-
viduais which constitute the colouy eau bce deternmincd. Ilere we could, no


