
CERIBTLA1 MISSIONS IN ÂRKBIA. [Octobec

before actual settlexnent on the spot coula be effectcd, there is cause fo~r
thankfuhiess and praise. At the ame time it is necessary to point uut
that cach of the thrce stations of the Arabian Mission is hoid at the prestçeiît
moment by only ow inan, 'whose death or disablement by siclmess wvouli
instantly stop the work at that point. Iinmediate ana strongr reinfori,!.
monts are called for. Only one side of the great fortress is as yet, and
that but pRrtially, invested, ana no, advance into the citadel, the -gre*at
populous centres of Nejd and Jebel Shominar, is Possible withiont furtgi.r
hclp. Ten millions of Arabs need soinething more tlîan haif a dlozcei nwie
for their effectuai evaugelization. [t is surprising, indced, how inuultîll<j
vigorous forward inovenient and exploration has been done, clieflvy ,
Americans, iu tbis short period. They have explored the beautifimli 1ictiiii.

tainous country of Yemen in the southwcst ; several liundréd iiii.t i'î f1w
coat of Hadrainaut on the south, including the centres of Mlabl 1
Shelier ; and many hundred miles of thie Euphirates aud Tigris wn tlje
north, makzing the acquaitance thoere of new foi-ms of Ai-al) ife, a..)l ,;f

the interesting little comxnunity of the Sabeans, the descendants tj, Il,..
Helmero-baptists of the first centuries.

They have anuexed Bahrein ana Muscat te, Busrahi, theirorgnlit.
ment, and Rev. S. M. Zwemer bas pushied bis reconnaissances iinliad
far as Khateef aud Hofhoof, on the way to Niejd and Cntral Aralia, f1n.j.
ing more than one evidence, of the truithifilness of Palgrave's.:tu; s.
descriptions of that country. Thousands of B3ibles, Testaments, aud rr
ions of Sci-ipture have been scattered by the Bible socicties and nsc.
aries arond the variaus mission centres. Thus a good eiuigf-
-groat Nvork bas been made, Most of the strmtegic points for mission i

have imeen occupied, but not.hing more ; but onougli at Ieast bas .t
done to show that if ouily the mcn now ia the field lie properly 1.arkl .1
by thc churche.s at home, not mny years NvilI clapise biefure ail .a
xîortm, south, east, aud west, shall have iiourd the jovyfni oîl.a.

I'shniaci sliah ]ive."'
LUt us now look a littie more closely into the conditions <if titis grei:

probleni, flie evangehization of Arabia. t'otliiic, uocd boere csida.:
the grcograpýhy, climiate, etc., of the count:-y. Amiple ifrainsrs
cxists îîpoa this part of the subjcct, and niay bcecasily foiiiid elsewher, Ih.
th.<qe, who desire it. 0f the present distribution of pulitical powur, Whk.
cver, soine account iiiist bo given, ana 1 take the following frurn a ir-
1-v Rev. S. X. Zwemer.

"'Simai lS Egyptian, and also the 200 milesq of const scith ÇÀ ftir 1<:
of Akabs. Hedjaz belongs to the Turir, and lie also gmas (iiet 1îoa.l
Yeincu, Asir, El Rasa, aud Irak. Ail the i-est, of A rabia viclds Diie.;
love, obediecace, nor tilute, te the Sublime P~orte. Tluc fil!,sc t.~

of Upper Ionien were recently cruslied into sulimisision, but do n. i~
of future revolution. El flasa (on the East C'ost) frets likcen Ir*:
stecd irader the yoke of taxation, aud Mecca itself dictatrs at li,,r- l ile

r


