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before actual settlement on the spot could be effected, there is cause for
thankfulness and praise. At the same time it is necessary to point out
that each of the three stations of the Arabian Mission is held at the prescut
moment by anly one man, whose death or disablement by sickness woul)
instantly stop the work at that point. Immediate and strong reinfore:.
ments are called for. Only one side of the great fortress is as yet, and
that but partially, invested, and no advance into the citadel, the preat
populous centres of Nejd and Jebel Shommar, is possible without furtlr
help. Ten millions of Arabs need something more than half a dozen ey
for their effectual evangelization. It is surprising, indeed, how nuch of
vigorous forward movement and exploration has been done, chiefly by tl.
Americans, in this short period. They have explored the beantiful sy,
tainons country of Yemen in the southwest ; several hundred miles of the
coast of Hadramaut on the south, including the centres of Makallah ag
Sheher ; and many hundred miles of the Euphrates and Tigris on e
north, making the acgusintance there of new forms of Arab life, and .f
the interesting little community of the Sabeans, the descendants of ).
Hemero-baptists of the first centuries.

They have annexed Bahrein and Muscat to Busrah, their original seith-
ment, and Rev. S. M. Zwemer has pushed his reconnaissances inland
far as Khateef and Hofhoof, on the way to Nejd and Central Arabia, find.
ing more than one evidence of the truthfuluess of Palgrave’s pictures;.
deseriptions of that country. Thousands of Bibles, Testaments, and P
tions of Scripture have been scaitered by the Bible societies and missips-
aries around the various mission centres. Thus a good veginning of 18-
great work has been made, most of the strategic points for mission w.f
have been occupied, but nothing more ; but cnough at least has lor
done to show that if only the men now in the field be properly backel %
by the churches at home, not many years will elapse lLefore all Amii
north, south, cast, and west, shall have heard the joyful sound, a:i
¢ Ishmael shall live.”

Let us now look a little more closely into the conditions of this aes
problem, the evangelization of Arabin. Nothing need here be said alez:
the geography, climate, cte., of the country. Ample information alrais
exists upon this part of the subject, and may be casily found clsewhere Is
those who desire it.  Of the present distribution of political pawer, hex-
ever, some account must be given, and I take the following frumatr:
Ly Rev. S. M. Zwemer.

‘¢ Sinai is Egyptian, and also the 200 miles of coast south of the tin?
of Akaba. Hedjaz belongs to the Turk, and he also grasps (uet hoid:
Yemen, Asir, El Hasa, and Irak. All the rest of Arabia yields neities
love, obedience, nor tribute to the Sublime Porte. The oppressed il
of Tpper Yemen were recently crushed into submission, but do nnt desur
of future revolution. El Hasa (on the East Coast) frets like an \ni
steed under the yoke of taxation, and Mecca itsell dictates at tiies o e



