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and in no indistinct manner, to declare, in the name of the Lord, and op
ground of every obligation that we owe to Him who has redeemed us by 3,
blood, that, so far as lies in our power, so far as our protests aad prayers cay
effeet it, these deadly evils shall be stayed, and, by God’s help, be impossib|.
for the future.”

THE CHINA OPIUM TRADE.

Rev. J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland Mission, moved tye
following resolution :

“That this Conference, representing most of the Protestant Missionary Societies of the Christizy
world, desires to put on record its sense of the incalculable evils, physical, moral, and social, wh;,
continue to be wrought in China through the opium trade—a trade which has strongly prejugee
the people of China against all missionary eflort 5 that it deeply deplores the position occupicq Iy
Grent Britain through its Indian administration in the manufacture of the product, and in the pro-
motion of thoe trade which is onc huge ministry to vice ; that it recognizes clearly that nothing shert
of the entire suppression of the trade, so far as it i3 in the power of the Government to suppresy y,
can meet the claims of tho case, and it now make: its earncst appeal to the Christians of Gregy
Britain and Ireland to plead earnestly with God, and to give themselves no rest until this great e
is entircly removed ; and further, that coples of this resolution be forwarded to the Prime Miys.
ter and the Secretary of State for India.”

«Mr. Taylor observed that the fact that the opium traffic is a huge ming.
try to vice, and an obstacle to the evangelization of China, is surely sufficient
reason why the subject should be brought forward and protested against Ly
this Missionary Conference. He then said: ‘I made the statement ut o pn:.
vious meeting, which I will repeat, that while the resull of cighty yemyf
evangelistic effort in China has brought us to rejoice in 82,000 convertsty
Christianity, about 150,000,000 of the Chinese have been either {urned o
opium smokers or have come to suffer from the opium vice, as husbe 4,
wife, father, or mother. If theevil is so rampant, and it is most difficuitty
help the smoker or his unfortunaie family, surely it is high time thaten
protest was raised against it, and that we did our utmost to bring the evitt
an end.’

“ Proceeding to quole from officiat documents and the writings of wel.
Lknown men, Mr. Taylor showed the iniquitous character of the traffic. Rer.
Griffith John condemned it unsparingly, and appealed to ‘the great heartof
England’ to remove the curse. Rev. Howard Malcolm, of the United Stutes,
remarked that ¢<the proud escutcheon of the nation which declures agunst
the slave trade bears in this trade a blot siill broader and darker. Mr.(.
Aitchison, chief commissioner of British Burmah, in a memorandan
addressed to the Government of India, speaks of the ¢ demoralization, miser;,
and ruin produced among the Burmese by opium smoking.”  After quoling
other testimonials, Mr. Taylor contended that England is directly @ esponsitle
for every acre of Chinese soil engaged in the cultivadion of opium. We
introduced the drug, and then the people of China raised it themselves. Tie
Chinese appealed in vain to England’s kindly fecling and sense of rectitudy;
they appealed to every sentiment which was likely to move a professedy
Christian people: but in vain. Then they cume {o the conclusion that Eag-
Jand has no moral sense, no conscience, but only a pocket, and that the coly
way to move England was to prevent the money from reaching her revene
by China producing the drug at home, until the pressure of England is
removed.

*¢“The government of Indiais to alarge extent the producerof thedry.
More than half the drug manufactured in India is produced and sold divatly
by the government of Indin. It issaid that we nced the revenve. Remen-
ber the well-known words of Mr. Henry Richard in the House of Comnits.
He said he had o firm conviction that no nation had ever been engagedic




