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Esmeraldas, hence its rains.  The trade winds, in passing from the south
Atlantic, yield up the last drop of water in crossing the Andes. The icy
crown being fed by this moisture, forms glaciers that move down the moun-
tains and feed the streams.  Many of the snowy crowne rise from 1000 to
7000 foet zbove the line of vegetation, and the constant accretion from snow
and rain as the winds sweep over these mountains below the dew point main-
tains an endiess supply of waterin the streams.  These streams become rivers,
In Chili and Peru there is no western current such as blows from the Pacific
across Colombia and Ecuador. The Andes cut off their cloudsand rain from
the east winds, and conscquently in those countries thereisnorain.  In Ecuz-
dor onc cnd of the country has six months® rain, while the other end has a
dry scason, and wice versa. A scction of the country would show two im-
mense ridges averaging 12,000 feet in clevation, with the inter-Andean
platean averaging about 9000 feet, and two sections sloping to the Pacific
on the west and to the Amazon valley on the cast.  The castern section is
the largest. It is inhabited by Indians still uncivilized, who hav~ Cuiv
own langaage ard are practiczlly anknown to whitc men or their comineree.
The westerr: section is the smallest and most important.  The sittoral c-a-
tains three States, known as the maritime provinces. These are Esuper-
aldas, Manibi, and Guayas. The States cast of them are very moun.
tainous, the towns in themn having an clevation from $000 to nexsir
10,000 fect.

Thus we have 2 country confaining mountains that may be measared in
miles instead of feet, the largest of rivers, vegetation irigated by never-
failing rivers and fecundated by a vertical sun, producing results uncquaiked
since the coal period—a country with. diversity of contour and lrcauly of
landscape second to none. It is not strange that Baron von Humboklt xad
other savants have gone there in search of scientific facts, nor that Churh,
the painter, went there to catch tha coloring for his sunset in the tpi=

The inter-Andean plateau is the wheat belt.  Its clevation is cqual i
the 40° that scparate us from the cquator.  Apples, peaches, strawlemis,
and most of the fraits that arc familiar here grow there in abundance.
YViewed from the mountains, its tilled ficlds recall Central New Yosk, 1t
was the home department, the District of Columbiz of the Inea Gurern-
ment, the civilization that preceded. tho Spanish conguest. It was one of
the sections that was visited by priestly vandalism.  Its records and Luiid-
ings were destroyed.  Here and there remains of Indian labor still exis,
and in some things it shows that they had advanced farther than their
conquerors have donc to thisday.  They had good roads ; and the alr
road in the couniry to-day is one built by the Indians, which cxa be followed
from Quitc to La Paz, a distance of more than 1500 miles. The Indian
cunent in which the paving stones were Iaid has outlasied the stone.

The mountains are massed in central Ecaador as they are nowhere ols .
From many of them thirly fall peaks can be scen in a single ghnee
Only two of than are known outside of the conutry—Cotopaxi and Chiwm-



