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error lias flot crept into their precepts, or that they have always lhad that
wisdomn and moderation becoming to Christians. But remember tliat a
few years agro they wvere ignorant pensants, for the most part unable to
rend or write. Huinted by the police, thiey have flot been able to enjov
thic benefits of regular organized instruction. It is rathor then a souirce of
wvonder thiat these' simple people, living by themnseivcs, shlild have kept
so closely to, the trathl of the Gospels, and that great errors Should ilot
have gained footing among tliemn. One is coanpelledl to, admire tlîeir faitil
and their hieroism, and no less the hiealthy character of their moi-ai and
religîous life, which forcibly recaîls that of the early Claristians.

"They live,"' writes Dalton, I' very peaceably with eachi othier. The1
religions sentiment, so, strong in the Russian peasant, finds in the Uord
of God thîe guidance it seeks. Thiey strengthen themselves and dirct
thieir lives according to the teachings of the Scripture, often initcrprtillîg
tliein in the strictcst -maniner ; for thiese noble men Jack instructors, but
they themselves are generally a striking proof thiat the Bible enligts
even the most. ignorant, provided only that tliey searcli in earniest for Jesus
in the Gospel."'

One cannot find a Stundist wlîo does not faithfully read the NeNy Testa.
ment and consider it a revelation from God ; this is the first article of bis
creed. Often lie carnies it with in to lus work, and in bis recretion
hour, instcad of passing tlîe tiiane in drinking as before, lie devotes ijimslfj
to reading. Hie holds that ail who sincerely believe may understand wvitb.
out the aid of the Chuircli or of pricsts.

Theo faîthi of tlic Stundists is, iri a general way, that of aIl ei'angelicàl
Protestants, but tlîey have no recognizcd confession of faith. Aitho One
in essentials, they differ sornewbat in doctrine and practice -c.g., regardiliz
the sacrainents. The niajority hold to, aduit baptism, and consider the
Lord's Supper simply ïa nueinorial feast. A srnall number rcjcct these
ordinances altogether-a reaction from thie unaterialistie religion of the
Orthodox Churcli, whichi they condemu Nvith orne accord. The woyship) of
" icons" or images of Christ, the Virgin, and the saints, whlni lias su
large a place in the religious life of the Russian people, is their especial
horror, and hereini lies one of the greatcst reasons for the persecutions to
whicli they are subjected. Perhaps their zeal sometinnes lias lacked
discretion, ; if so, thiey have paicI dearly f or ib. The RLussian penal code
inflicts froin ciglit monthis' to, three years' imprisonment for any ivord
spoken against tine " icons," and banishiment to, Siberia for the crime of
destroying them. But the Stundists bave acted .according to their con-
sciences, and wlho of us is rcady to cast the first stone ?

Moreover, thcy detcst the sacerdotal power wyhich ignorant, avaricious,
and often intemperate priests have abused so mucli. Universal priesthood
is orne of their dcarcst doctrines. Reconciled to Gud by then qacrifict on
the cross, they have no longer nced of any earthly mediator, and cacli
father is pricst ini bis own honselîold. Nevertheless, howcver uu de-
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