
to serve fliernselves its kiirs. Vie should rather hiave expected [ia.et they
would have liutg their lieads with s1rnme at the idea of any connexion with
them. Trethey iay plead tlheir different conduet now. But this is only
like the Jcws whien thiey said, "ltIf we liad been iii the days of our fathers,
we wvould not have been part-akers with. thern in the blood of the prophets,"
and they rnighit very Nvell remnember the warning, "Wieretbre ye be wit-
nesses uinto yoiirselves that ye are the childrenl of thiern thiat killed the pro-
phiets." If they did not exactly kili thern they put thein out of the Churcli
and persecuted thera tb the extent of' their power.

Weare gratitiedl with the liberality of Sir George's views in so freely con-
ceding that those Preshyterian bodies, flot eonnected witli the Free Churcli,
lîold the great prinCil)les of doctrine and di-,cipline hiel by the Chureh of
Scotland as originaiiy founded ; and we cannot but regard it as narrow
minded bigotry in tlie body of Free Chiurelimen regarding themselves as the
only body that does. )Ve tlîink however that lie lias scarcely brouglit out
what is hield by niost dissenters regarding what constitutes the truc Churcli
of Scotland, and wYhat we regard. as the siturle and scriptural view of the
subjeet. The &/wrc/t of Scotland consists in their view of ail tic people of
God in Scotland iiu whlate ver ecclesiastical connexion they Mnay be. For
any body thiere to set itself UI) as - the Chiurcli," and ail othiers as separatists
fromn i , we regard as a piece of' Presbyterian Ptiseyisrn %vliiel slîould neyer
-have been alloi'cd to raise its hcead north of the Tweed, nor indeed any
whiere else.

In our next ive shial give fiîrtlier portion's of Sir Georgeps letters, particu-
Iarly those wvhich give bis views regarding Vculunitaryi,,nî and State con-
nexion.

V'OLUNTARYISMiN.

WIIATEVER virtue or benefit there niay be ini Voluxîtaryism, it is the duty of
those who profess it to practise it; and if, la circumstances, there be a teanptation
to set it aside, the riccessity only becomes the more inipcrative that men do not
swerve from their oivn creedl. The bearing and importance of these remarks will
be undcrstood by tiiose wbo have rcad a paracralm, wvhich hias gone the round of
the ncwspapers, to the effèct that tîxe Grcenocl - resbytery of' [le United Presby-
terian Clîurch have agTecd to take steps in relation [o the r.eligious beuests made
by the lte Mr Ferguson of* Irvine. Accordiixg to the newspapcrs, tEh Rev Mr
Swan, who introduced the subjeet, said-

"The fund would require to bc alloratcd among [lie various congregations ac-
coilin, t teirresectvecircunistances, ivhich would be a wvork ot time and Pre-

vosexamination.........orne dotîbt existed as to the manner in w jec
thesum alocaedshoid e sLýc* ed-heter hetrustees ý%hould apportion the

rooney in the way of fixcCü annuities, or baud over the money. in the aggregate and
allow the respective congrc«ations to, invest tie amouats thernseives. This was an
important consideration for 71ieir ministers, eiders, amîd managers, as lie believed the
latter plan wau that whicli the trustees thouiglit mnost advisable in the circum-
stances."

Vie know notliing of the destination of the funds sive what this paragraph fur,-
-nishes, and we acecringly write under correction. Atthough doubit was exress-
ed as to the mode of allocating the fuads, the two modes have the sanie resuti
the one case Mr Fergusoa's trtistees, and in the other each congregation, would ini-
vest the amount in the shape of an annuity or endowment

A very dehicate and important question is raised bore-whether congrgationg,
paofessing te hold and to live by te Vo!utitary priaciple, ean accept an, endow-
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