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III. W may iiow proreed ta consider
tie thîrd sîîpposcable încUînd of pre-
paring a gospel mînistry :-tiat, the ini-

i'titution of a part.ciilar order being or-
dained, its ranks miglit be left to be fil-
led up by sucli as shouid fortuiîtously lie
found qualified, wthont haing under-
gone any special training for the numus-
terial office.

Thiis niethod has undoubtedly the
sanction of the Apostlcs mn the circum-
stances iii whlîcl tliey wcre placed.-
Tlîcy ordaincd eiders in every cîty
wviere Uîey planted a Claurcla. The
mnen thus set apart to the sacred mi-
îîîstry-ta lic overseers of the flock-
could flot have reccîvcd inuch previous
jireparatiozi. Thîcy wurc, 1icrliaps in

most instances, iii wîitiîýt leariiin
but of good reputv, aîîd fuil of ftai
and of tute hoN' Ghust. flîey Pnjuyed
liowevcr a peculinr advaîita e wicli iii

the Ipresentage is flot voue1isgfed. lIn
tic Jaying on of the liids of the Apos-
ties, those aîîpcrnatural influences of the
Iloiy Spirit wcrc imp)aricd, tthrtough,
%vilititeivobtaitied aclearer tinderstan-
dig în sp)iritual tliings, and tie puwer
of coiifiraining by iniracidous sign~i the
trutlis whiicli they delivered. They
tlius reccivcd, as it wcrc, a divine ex-

temporancous preparation for the du -
ties of thir olice, to wiiich we bave no
warrant to expect any thing analogous
in these later ages of Uic ChurcJi. For
thougli the laying on of the iiands of an
Apostie on the person previouely ap-
p)rovcd, conferred flot mereiy the title,
but ail the requisite qualificationzi
fur the minsterial office; tic laying on


