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FOR TUE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

0N THE INSTITUCTION AND PRLPARATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY,

Concluded from page 14,

II1. We may now proceed to consider
the third supposeable methiod of pre-
paring a gospel munistry :—that the in-
stitution of a particular order being or-
dained, its ranks might be left to be fil-
led up by such as should fortuitously be
found qualified, without having under-
gone any special trauung for the muns-
tenal office.

This method has undoubtedly the
sanction of the Apostles in the circum-
stances i which they were placed.—
They ordained clders in every city
where they planted a Clurch. The
men thus set apart to the sacred mi-
mstry—to be overseers of the flock—
could not have received much previous
preparation. They were, perhaps

most instances, men without leanung
but of good repute, and full of tuith
and of the holy Ghost. They enjuyed
however a pecubar advantage wilnch
the presentage 18 not vouchsafed, In
the laying on of the hauds of the Apos-
tles, those supernatural influences of the
Holy Spnt were imparted, through
whichthey obtained a clearer understan-
ding 1 spintual tiungs, and the power
of confinming by mnraculous signs the
truths which they dehvered. They
thus received, as it were, 2 divine ex-
temporancous preparation for the du-
ties of their office, to which we have no
warrant to expect any thing analogous
in these later ages of the Church. For
though the laying on of the hands of an
Apostle on the person previously ap-
proved, conferred not merely the title,
but all the requisite quabfications
for the mimstenal office; the laymng on



