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p-opor.  If the first, they condemned themavelves, and nust, to
bo consstent, return to the Chureh ; if the sceond, then they
wast adopt. un absurdity too gross even for them to swallow.
What, then, could they do?! Mysufy themselves and others
with lngh-sounding words, meaning nothing., ‘Thoy must say,
Sctipturo intorprets itself, and the Holy Ghost is the supreme
judgo of controvessies. But as the Holy Ghost decides, accord-
ing to them, only as speaking inthe Seriptures, and s the Bi.
ble ltas never been heard to utter a aingle syllable, they gain
nothing, hut are ulumately reduced to the rule, ach onc’under-
stands the Seripture as ho chooses,~the great fundamental
lmnclplc of Protestantism, and nearly the only one in which all
Protestants are able to agree.  So, after all, in trving to avoid
ane sand-har, they stick fast on the other, or as one of our for-
mer legislators would express 1t, ** ln keeping clear of Skiller
they tun foul of Charybogus.”

We do not intend, on thus oceasion, to pive the various and
satisfactory proufs of the necessity or of the fact of a livine tri-
bunal in the Clinstian Chuch for determumag religious contro-
versies.  But we may say, the tribunal alleged by Presbyteri-
ang 18 obviously no tribunal at all ; #~d the fact 1hat they are
ashamed to avow it, and seck in overy possible way disguise
1t, 18 a suffictent refutation of the priseiple  of private interpre-
tation, or, 3f not, it has already been several times and amply
refuted in the pages of this journal, as well as elsewhere. It
will suflice for our present purpose to adduce a couple of edify-
ing commentartes on the Presbytenan rule, supplied by the ve-
ry volume before vs.

In the Form of Government, p. 364, we reud :— To the
General Assembly belongs the power of deciding in all contzo-
versies respeeting doctrine and disciphne, of reproving, warn-
ing, or bearing testumony against error n dectrine, or immora-
hity in practice, in any church, presbytery, or synod, . ... .
of suppressing schismatical contentions and disputations’ ; and
on page 378, that the Ifrcsby!orian minister who preaches m
the ordination of a candidate is to propuse to him the following
questions :—*¢ Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old. and
New Testaments to be the word ofGod, the anly infalible rule
of faith and practice ? Do you sincerely receive and adopt the
Confession of Faith of this Church, as containing the system of|
doctrine taught in the Seriptures?..... o pou promise
subjection to your brethren i the Lord ' To al these ques-
tion the candudate answers in the affirmative.

‘Woell done, O yo learned divines !  These lessons of submis-
sion given to tho candidate are admirable ; these enactmenis to
enforce obedience to the decistons of the General Assembly are
truly edifying ! But, dear friends, how could you so seon” and
so completely forget and abandon your chernished and favorite
doctrme ' llow could you write une thug in the beginng
of your hook, and give 1t such a flat denial in the end ¥ How
could you establish one principle in the Confession, and a con-
trary principle un the Formof Government T Indeed most ami-
able doctors, you hardly treat vus fairly. Which are we tobe-
hieve, Confession or the Form of Government 1 In one place you
tell us the Scripture and the Scripture alone can nterpret yteelf;
and now 1n another, instead of Scriptures, you give usthe de-
cisions of the General Assembly. You told us that the su-
preme judge in controversies can be none other than the Holy
Spirit; and now when controversies anse among you, instead
of having recourse to *‘ the Holy Spirnt speaking in the Scrip-
tures,”” you mudestly invest the General Assembly with *the
power of decid.ng all controversies.”” In the Confession you
solemnly assert that *“the decrees of councils, the opinions of
sncient writers, the doctrines of men, and private spirits,” are
to be brought only beforo the bar of the supreme judge, *¢ the
Holy Spirit speuking in the Scriptures” ; and now yon sum-
mon us before the bar of the General Assembly, thatis to say,
before a couple of hundred of Presbyterian munisters, and a
hke number of Presbyterian elders! ~ You were telling us, a
moment ago, that the Holy Spirit speaks only through the
Scriptures ; and now you tell us, that he spea{'s through the
Presbyterian elders of the United States ! Really, gentlemen,
tbis obliviousness on your part is too bad, altogether too bad.
Alas for the poor candidate ! How deplorable is his fate! After

hiving received the assurance of having no other 1nterpreter of

Scripiore than “eripture itaelf, and no other yudge but the loly
Spirtt speaking in the Seuptures, he now finds thatall wasa
delusion, and that ho must 1amely promise subjecuon to his bre-
thren, and follow their deciswn, or bo ignumaniously  disimssed
and branded for life.

Alas! how many lies does that first Jie render necessary'
Thus it isthat error mnst necessanly stamp all us pruceedings
with contradictions and lies  Mentita est imgwuitos sin,  Pro-
testants, and Presbyterians in particular, were st fitst most ob-
streperous against all authority ; for this was necessary w order
to be ablo to wrest a portion of the fanhful from their legiimate
pastors. DBut having donc this, and finding that no shadow of

overnment ot suciety wys possible on the prwciples they at
irst set up, they turn round, snd with admirable cuoluess deny,
and rejeet thosa very principles without which they had never
existed, and institute tn their novel and self-coustituted tribo-
nalsthe mostiasalerable tyrauny. in the place of the paternal
authority they threw off, and which had reeeived the traditsons
of all Christian nations, and the promuige of the Divine protec-
tion and guidance. But it was not 10 bo suppused that such
tnibunals, such supreme judges, would command any respect,
or much submission. Dissent breeds dissent ‘The first dis-
senters anthorise by precept and exawple the new  dissenters.
What right had you to dissant from the authonty to which you
were born subject, which we have not to dissent from you?
Hence, tho decisions of these tribunals and judges are folluned
only o long as force, or sclf-interest, money, or social position
arepresent to back them; whon not supported by snch or hke con-
siderations, they are mere cobwebs. HMence, Protes.antsm s
everywhere cut up into divisions, sects, parties, and factons,
too numerous to count,and which serve unly to worry and de-
vour each other, and 1o place in buld contrast the majestic and
compact unity of the Catholic Church.—( Guardian pliasccopy )

ROME.~O CONNELL’S HEART.

Letters from Rome, dated the 27th ult, have reached nus —
The Rev. Dr. Miloy and Mr. Daniel O'Conncll bad arrived there,
Yearing with them the hearet of the late Mr. O'Conneil inclosed
in a silvor urn. ¢ No words can desctibe,’’ say thoso letters,
¢ the grief nnd disappointmcnt thut was experienced at the na-
nouncement of O'Connell's death. A triuwmphal entry was pro-
pared for him+ The compartments of the arch under which lio
was to pass wero ready,and every other arrangement made to rea
ceivo him, rather as a prince than as a pigrim.  ‘The stroko
which crushed nll our hearts has der nged all this, and the glow-
ing enthusiasm whicl busied jtaclf about ins triumphal entry as
sorrowfully but carnestly engaged in preparing for the grand
requiem which is to be celebrated for his cternal repose on the
fifteenth June in one of the chief Basilicas of Rome. FPadro
Ventura the brighfest ornament of the pulpmt m Italy, is
preparing the funeral oration. An audience is to be granted
to the Rev. Dr. Miley, and Mr, Dantel O’Conncll unmediately
on the return of Pius IX. from Subiaco, for which place Jus Iou~
ness started this morning at 3 o’clock. Halt Rome has fullowed
him. The Popc’s own suit and guard were small, but their de-
ficiency was morc than compnesated for by the G0 or £ young
Roman nobles and gentleman, who turned ont splendudly mount-
ed and appointed as a voluntecr body Guard for their sovercign
who reigns supremoe in every heart.  Ilis Holiness is not expected
to return before Tuesday mext. In the iuterim, the heart of
O'Connell is deposited in the ancicut church at St. Agatha,
which is served by the lrish College; where, on Monday next,
2 soleran requiem is to be celebrated fur the departed,whose death
has plunged the venerable prelate, the IRev. Dr. Cullen who
prga}(!es over the College, and his cummunity into the bittcrest
grief.”

The Pope has appointed fivre new Cardinals, two French, (tho
Archbishop of Cambrai and Besancon), and three Italian—DM.
Antonelli. Troasurer ; M. Bufondi, Prolegate at Ravenua ; and M
Fonar}, the Pontifical Funcio in Paris.
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