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PROPOSED OUTAWA RIVER
ROUTE,

The report of the senate committee
appointed to investigate ami report
upon the feasibility of the constrac-
tion of & canal from Georgian Bay to
Montreal, via Lake Nipissing and tho
Ottawa river, has been published, to-
gether with several maps intended to
elucidute tho report. ‘The report
states that from an engineering stiund-
point, no physical difficulty exists in
the construction of such a water-
way. The total distance from the
mouth ¢of French river, on Georgian
Bay, or Lake Huron, to Montreal, is
430 miles. Of this total distance 351
miles are naturally navigablo and 78
miles can be imyroved to be made suit-
able for navigation by steam vessels,
leaving 29 miles of capalling. ‘s,
howeves, includes the Lachine canal,
already bullt, further reducing the
amount o! capalling required tonear-
ly 21 miles.

One feature of the work frequently
referrel o in the report is the onor-
mous waterpower that could Lo ren-
dorgd avallable. One of the engineers
examinel sald that the Ottawa river
could furnish a groater amount of
water-power than any river on the
continent. WVater-powers could be
developed from 20 to 40 miles apart
along tho emtire route.

Roviewing the evidence presented,
the committee conclude that the con~
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struction of o canjl Is boyond a doubt
feasible and practicable.

The proposal Is to bulld a caunal
with fourtcen feet of water. One of
the cugmeers flgures  out  that
tho cost ol ecarrying grain from Chi-
cago to Montreal, via this route, would
be 50 cents per toq, or 4 1-2 cents par
bushel for wheat. The cost from I'ort
William would be about the same.
There woull e, of coursp, a great
saving of distance in the proposel
route, the route being well on to 00
miles shorter than via the great lakes
to Montreal. In concluding their com-
ment of the ovideuce given and in-
formation secured, the committee say :

“Its counstruction will be of
great commercial advantage o the
trade  of Canada. aflording, as it
woukl. an additional ontlet for tho
conveyance of the heavier grades of
freight from the wegd  to the sea-
toard, vin Montreal
would also. from its

aml Quebec. 1t
being a more
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these industries nuwd thoe opening up
for sottlement of  the country will
necessurily be 4 means of
ereating  centres of population, and
80, s your committee have already
obwerved, it will be a means of grewt~
1¥ inereasing sl benefitting the com-
meree of the Dominion, aud itg con-
struction is not only advisable but
necessary.'’

“They also desire to call attention
to the advantage to be derived there-
{rom, u8 respects the present settlers
of the west; as ulso to tho impetus
that would ensue in the future to the
increase of the agricultural population
of that lertile section of the country
by affording them ecagy. cheap and

nsafe transportation for their pro-
duets. and thus vhe largo
area  of land, now unproductive,

would beecome owned by a desirable
producing class of settlers, who would
consequently be contributors tor the
revenue of the Dominjon. Under the
various circumstances, your commnit-
tec would strongly recommend the
contemplated enterprise to tho favor-
able consideration of the government
and that they may be pleased to ox-

Map showing the proposed short water route from the upper Lakes to Montreal, via French and
Ottawa rivers, compared with the present route via Lakes Eric and Ontario, cte.

direet route and shorter, have the
effect o. raducing the cosh of trans-
portation upou these ireights; for in-
stanece grain fron Lakes Michigan and
Superior could be laid down in Mou-
treal at o lower rate. amd at Quebec
at no higher rate than the lowest
over Yyet reached  between  the
lakes and New York. Consequontly a
groat deal of that trade which now
goe by way of the Erie Canal would
be diverted to Montreal and our
Canadian ports. And. furthermore,
your committee ure unanimously of
the opinion that ‘the development and
ugy of the cnormous water power
along the route for clectrical pur-
poses, in the mining and smelting of
jiron amd other ores which arc so
abundant in tho Ottawa Valley, and
which cannot now e developed by
reason of the want of cheap com-
munication and transportation, would
of its:ll alone anlmost warrant the
construction of tho canzal. It wvould
also evelop an enormous industry in
the hard wood, pulp wood, pulp and
other Jumber imlustries of tho Ot-
tawa Valley. The development of all

tend such assistance in such manner,
mode and conditions as will ensuve the
early construction and speely com-
pletion of the work: feeling quite as-
sured that the people of the country
when they are made aware of the ad-
vantages to be derived from the un-
dertaking will duly appreciate any
action ‘the government may take
which will facilitate the coustrust on
of & work oi such national import-
ance; it being an all-Canadian route
from and to the seaboard to the
west.” . v '

The vabt benefit to the Dominion
which would result from the opening
of the route is not a debatable ques-
tion, providing the waterway could
be opened at rensonable cost. It is
only necessary to fmagine n large part
of the enormous traffic of the Great
Lakes passing through an interior
portion of Canada, building up citios
and industries aloug the route, to
say nothing of the Jocal development
of the country servod therehy.



