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The Mennonites.

Jacob Y. Shautz, of Berlin, Oat., has fur-
nished for the pre-s interesting particulars of
the fuunding of the Monnonite settloments in
Manitoba,

In November, 1872, Mr. Shantz, associated
with a Germon delegato  frum  Southern
Russia. Valentine Warkentine, at thoe request
of the Dominion government, made a visit to
Maunitoba, which at that timo contained
but fow settlors besides some halfbreeds, to
find if it were suitable for a large wmmigra-
tinn of Gorman Russians who professed th»
Monnonite religivn.  After a thorough ox-
amination they concloded it was just what
was waunted, Mr. Shantzatonce commenced
commuications with thuse peuple in Russia.
and the result was that in 1873 a delegation
of 17 came over from difforent localivies of
that country, and again accomjanied Mr.
Shantz to Msnitoba to see for thomselves tho
promised land. So>me of them decided at
once in favor of our country, while others
proferred locating further south, in Kansas,
Nobraska, nte., but all tho latter lived to ro-

ot that they did not also go to Manitoba.

he following year, 1871, 89 famihes, 1.920
souls, landed on & location or landing place
on tho banks of the Rad river,selected by Mer.
Sheatz, six miles from which—on the re
ssrve—he had erocted four immigration
sheds, 20x10J0 each, where they could stay
till they had selected their homesteads. In
1875, 593 families, 2,838 souls, followed and
waere also in due time located by the energy
of our excellont fellow-citizen, who seemed to
have a pretty free hand from the government
to do what he thought best. These pooplo
kept coming as follows: In 1876, 846 fami-
lies, 1,916 souls; in 1¥77, 18 families, 183
souls; in 1878, 56 families, 818 souls; in
1879, 833 families, 208 peovple; in 188y, 13
fawmilies, 59 people, making a total up tothat
date of 1,836 families and 7,442 souls. After
this the law in Russia wassochanged that
others could not leave. ‘T'hey realizad but
little for their land and eoffects in that
far country. B:ing therefore, poor, and
overything dear in Manitobs, they got as-
sistance Ly tho way of a loan of SY1,200,
secured by the Menaonites ¢f Oantario, mostly
in Waterloo county, andanother 334,600 from
our people here. making a total of $128,200.
Abut 100 years ago these people had left Gor-
many and gono to Russia, having been guar-
. anteod freedom of religious worship and im-
mugity from bearing arms. This guarautee
was afterwards withdrawn by the govornment
after notice, sud which was the occasion of
their looking towards America. J. Y. Shautz
virtuaily hud charge of tho entire disposal
and disposition of this large sum of money,
and there was never & whisper that one ceut
was wrongly placed or appropriated Heal-o
helped these people in collecting and paying
back with iuterest all that had thus been
loancd. There could bo no better proof of the
exceilency ard value of Manitubs for setle-
ment. Tho great success of the Alen-
nonite settloments gave an imme.
boom to that country and immigrants
from other countries as well as from
tho older proviuces of the Doumivion
rapidly followed, filling up gradually thoe freo
grant landsof tho prairie province. Husays,
from years of observation and many visits
there, that all industrivus and economical
sottlors aro doing well. Daring the last four
years Xr. S. has scen a great heal of tho Sas-
katchowan and Alberta districts, and thiuks
thom oquaily good with Manitoba,especially
those on the Calgary and Elmonton railway.
Ho and a number of others, iccluding mem-
bers of his own fawily, have made their
choico at Didsbury station, 46 miles north of
Calgary, w start a colony, asnd for the con-
vonicnco of settlers thero has been built an
immigration shed 20x100, wherein sottlers
can lodge whilo solecting their homesteads

around that station. The Waterloo colony
ars duing romarkably woll aund are thorough-
ly contonted and happy. Settlomoants all
along the Elmmton road ara very rapid.
specint traind with immigrants going in all

summer and s:eral times a week. Theso

new ecottlamonts, mostly from the States,
have already oxtonded 80 and 40 mules east
and west of Efmunton, Many of them are
Gormans, aud they are arraugiag to seud fur
thair friends and families in tha old land as
soont a3 they are able to do so. Very success-
ful agricultaral extubitions have beeu heid
this year in differont parts of Alberta. Mr
Shantz has vory little doubt but that the
country north of Calgary for several hun-
dred miles will not be many years in being
as good and nearly as woll sotuled as any
par} of this great Domiuion.

In connection with the above facts it may
not be uninteresting to again g» back to the
first visit of J. ¥, Shantz to that country.
Wibnipeg, or Furt Garry. was thon a strag-
gling village <f about 70) peoplo, hou~es
mostly of loga. He there met Dr. Schultz,
Mr. Norquay and others, who assisted in
every way with carriage, etc, to see the
country. They travelled north for 20 miles
without seeing a settlor. They then went
wast to _Poplar Pomnt, Portage la Prairie,
High Bluff, etc., some 50 miles. These wero
only small settlements. They also visited
tho places of Kenaoth Mackenzie and Mr.
Grant. sertled 0 1y a few years, and found
enormous products, indicating & marvellous
richness of soil. While making this trip the
thermomseter fell to 29 below zero, aud yet
thoy saw herds of cattle on the pmirie, and
they drove 16 miles iu an open carriage with-
out stopping to warm, all of which convinced
them that the air is dry aud cold, not so
much felt as in Oatario, when 20 degrees
higher. This was in Nov. 1872,

What a contrase n.ow from that date.
Winnipeg has grown to 2 city of 40.000 in-
habitants, one of cho finest ou the coutinent.
Everything modern is found there and a de-
greo of prosperity hardly seen any where clse.
A fuller description is interesting, but our
sime is up. -

Insurance Statistics.

All the principal insurance compavies do-
ieg business in Canada under Dominion
licenso are fully represented in Western Can-
ada, The chief offices of most of these com-
panies for Manitoba, tho territories and
British Columbia are located in Winnipeg.
‘Po givo an idea of the magnitude of the in-
surance busitess of tho Wes tho following
statistics have been published. Thero are
somo thirty-two fire insurance companies do-
ing business in Manitoba with assets in
Cansada of $15,216,676 and liabilities of §7,-
898,818; some twouty-seven life insurance
companies with assots of $37,304,010 and ha-
bilities of $1L.9UW.150, six wland marine
insurauce companics with assests of $3,595,-
141 and liabilities of $2.159 7v¢; seven acci-
den insurance companies with ascets
of $1,687,716 and habilities of $1,310,763
four Plate Glass iasuranco compauies, with
assets of $151,6)8 and liabilities of 82,871 ;
threo Guaranteo insurance compauiee, with
aszots of §916.829 and liahilities of $343,836;
two Builer tnsurance companies, .c1th assets
of $118,381 and lisbilities of $20.439; aud,
lastly, the Dominion Burglary Guaranteo
company, with assets of 328.000.

There aro altogethor cighty-threo insur-
ance companies having their head offices in
Winnipeg for the wholo of Western Canads
with combined asz¢ts in Canada of over $72
013,491 a 4 liabilitics of over 851,116.256.
The abhove figures only rofer to assots aud hia-
bilities in Canada and in no way refer to tho
capital of the mapy iargo foroign companics
doing business in this country.

Me. Bantlay, of Lothbridge, Alberta, wop 3,
east last wook with a shipment of forty.uyy
thoroughbred range horses. !

A terrific storm raged oast and south f
Manitoba, on Tuecsday last. Two feet of
snow on the level was roported from sumg
sections of southern Minnessta aud Wisen.
sin, and drifts many feot high were mato by
the furious wind. blocking raitway and strea
trafic at St. Paul. Minuneapolis, Daluth ang
other points. Tho sturm was not fot 1y
Manitoba. though the temperature fell herety
protty cold weather for the first of Aprr, dye -
no doubt to the influence of the storm suuth,

J. Y. Griffin & Co.. Winnipeg, arb sentp
out the follywing advices: The market (-
hngs is weaker than when we last wrote vay ;
Howevor, wo aro still paving $3.75 per 1o
Ibs | off ears, Winnipeg, for choice qualtg, ? -
weighing 150 to 800 lbs. each. Farmers an:} :
evi&,ont]y holding back on account of price,
They may make their hogs too heavy fi}
pork packers requuromonts. — If so, they may §
reasonably expect to take reduced pricesop §
thoso too fat. ;-

The conclusion reched by the weights ang
measures committes of the United Staty
houso of representatives is that the metr;
systom of weights and measures should b
adopted by the various departmonts of ths -4
goveroment, although not deeming it wise ¢
changb the mothods of surveying pablic laud,
‘T'hey recommend, therefore, thatitsadoptiy,
by the departmonts be fixed for July 1, 18R
and by the nation at large, coincident wity
the dawn of the twonticth century, January
1, 1901,

The General of tho army, tho geueral com- - -
manding the United States corps of engineers, ; |
VicePresident Wobb of the New York Cen.
tral, and John Jacob Astor, compose The
Cosgnopolitan Magazine's board of judges b
decide the merits of the horseless carriage
which will be entered in the May trials, for
which The Cosmopolitan offers 83,000 iy
prizes. Tho interest which these gentlemen
havo taken as shown in acceptivg place ;
upon tho committes is indicative of thoim. '
portance of the subjoct, and that the contest
itself will be watched with marked interes *
on both sides of the Atlantic. .
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