L%

TS

b

S

A."

o
A
«

QX

R ACH B

LEXE, COMMILIRCIAIL,

J0) ¢

127

and tomatuss are unow out of the market, amd
the varicties to boe had are being narrowed
Jown to the regular wintor sorts. 8ther prices
arc as follows: Carots 81; arsnit)s 81t081.25
per bushel, beets, 75c por bushel, .uenips 60c
per bushel, vaions $1.50 per bushel, u\bbagc
50¢ to $1.25 per dozen as to quality, celery 25
to 40c per dozen, hubbard squash, $1.50 per
Jdozen, pumpkins, $1.50 to $1.75 per dozen,
atron, $1.50 per dozen; sweet potatoes, Sc lb.,
or $6.50 per barrel.
¥UEL.

Tamarac wood is offered on track here in car
lots at 84 73 to 85 per cord, or at 30c¢ per cord
advance on these prices delivered in the city.
Coal unchanged at last quotations.

Farmers throu NManitoba appeat to be
greatly dissatisfied with the prices offered for
wheat by local grain buyers. Ia 108t cases
there is & dispositin to blame the local grain
men, as the farmers cannot understand why
prices should be so much lower this year than
last. Io some instances the views entertained
by the farmers is adopted by the publishers of
local papers. 1he Morder: Monuor, f r in-
stance, breathes forth threatenings and slaugh-
ter against the grain dealers because they are
not paying higher prices for wheat at that
place, The Monitor intimates that the grain
men have formed a ring, and advises the local
merchants to chip in 2nd build an elevator, to
break up the ring. It is not at all likely the
merchants will attempt anything of the kind,
and they would certainly find it an unprofitable
undertaking if they should follow the auvice
of the Momtor. The grain dealers of Manitoba

caanot be eapectod to pay more than the wheat
18 wortu for shipment, neither can they increase
the value of wheat in outsde markets.

Now, just let us look at this yucstion of the
price of wheat in a reasonable spirit for a few
minutes. Prices paid to farmers for wheat at
Morden and Gretna last week were from 62 to
63¢ per bushel,  These prices were not paid un
a basis of No. | hard, but by sample for such
as was offering.  Out of sixty curs purchased
at Greton since the scason opened, by one
dealer, fifty two cars graded No. 2 hard, and
eight cars No. 2 northern. This wasbought at
62¢ per bushel, and not a single car graded No.
1 hard. Sixty-two cents per bushel for this
wheat was equal to fully 65¢ for No. 1 hard.
At Morden or* of fifty-one cars purchased,
twenty eight graded No. 2 hard, five cars No.
2 northern and two rejected, the bulance of
sixteen cars grading No. 1 hard. This wheat
bought at 62 to 63¢ would be equal to 63c per
bushel for No. 1 hard. Now, then, No. ) hard
wheat is worth afloat at Port Arthur from 80 to
81c per bushel. This isabout the best price that
can be quoted at Port Arthur. No. 1 hard as
we have scen costs equnl to tic at Morden, the

freight from Morden or Gretna to Port
Arthur cos:s 12.40c per bushel, eclevator
charges at Port Arthur, 1.25¢ per
bushel. Add these charges to the price
of the wheat and we find that the wheat

costs 78.85¢ per bushel afloat at Port Arthar.
This is not allowing anything for the cost of
buying and handling the wheat at the point of
purchase, which amounts to from £ to 3¢ per
, bushel. A fraction over 2¢ per bushel for th e

cost, of purchesing, added to the cost of 73.85¢
per bushel at Port Arthur, will make No. i
hard wheat cost fully Slc atloat at Port Arthur,
At the prices current at Morden last week
will be scen that the wheat actually costs the
buyers 8lc per bushel at Port Arthur, at the
very lowest computation, leaving no wmargin
whatesver for piofit to the dealer. If we com
pare with Duluth prices the same result wall be
attained, No. 1 hard being worth about 80c¢ at
Duluth  Higher prices were paid at some
other points in  Manitoba last week than
at Morden and Gretna, but the quality of the
wheat was better, prices being on a basis of
No. 1 hard, whereas at the two points named
prices were on a basis of No. 2 hard. It may
be asked; why are Manitoba grain dealers pay-
ing actually more tiianthe wheatis worth: The
reason is that deliveries have been highte,
and that a few dcalers, some of whom arc
working on hank capital, are buying on the
speculative basis that prices may advance to
such an extent as to leave them a margin later
on. This, however, i3 speculation, and not
legitimate business. Present prices paid farw,-
ers in Manitoba arc actually beyond present
cash values, as can he reaaily seen by anybody
who wan put two and two together. The
losses made by grain dealers last year does not
seem to have destroyed the speculative spirit
entircly, as is evidenced by the prices now be
ing paid.
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WaLTer BrLascuanrp and Fiank Newell have
completed arrangements to open in the hard-
ware and tinware business at Carman, Man,
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