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* TUE BEHIRING SE& NATTER.
'New ilutCr3t ha% been given this imi-

portant question. by the recent proclama.
tien of President Harrison, croncerIiing
the taking of fur seal in B3ehr'ing Sea.
Naturally this proclanation caused con-
Skl1grable alairm, e8pecially to those inter-
ested in the seal fisheries of the Pacifia
coeit In aur Facitie province of British
Golûmbis, a good deal of attention has
boas given ta the seal fi.%hing industry,
and considerable-capital bas been invested
in-the business. Sealing has been follow-
ed' for yeai-s by a number of parties in
British Col unibia,_ andi the business in con-
nection th(erewith has formeti qdite an
important item in the trade of Victoria.
In the neighborhiood of twenty-fiveschoan-
ens annually miarket their catch of seal
sltins at Victoria, and the maujority o!
tlhese schooners. are owned and fitted out
at that port The seals are talien along
the -Pacific cost, but principally in
B3ehring Sea. Last season, Cor instance,
out of 24,790 seal skins delivereti in
British Coluuibia, 16,942 skins were taken
in Behring Sea, leaving but 7,848 skhis
talcen along the.coast. -Tlîesefi-ureb~even
do -not*.give a fair coniparison, as last
season the *catch was nearly one-third,
under that of the previous year, owing ta
the fact that saine of the schooners did
îiot go inta Behring Ses, f or fear of cap.
ture by the United Sta tes authorities.
Had nlot this fear existed, a considerably
buar number of seals would probably
have been taken ini Behring's Sma It
will .be seert fromn these figures that the
<lasing of Beh ring Sea means the practical
destruction o~f the sealing industry of
British ("olumbia. -

It Nill be rememibered that iL was in
the season o! 1887 that saveral Catiadian
sgalers were seized ii .Behring Sa, on
the allegeti daim of fishing within United
States waters During the Sason of 1888
noc attempt was madie te xnolest our seaiers,
though quite a 'nuniber o! theni went into
the sea, and it was pretty generally under-
staaoI, though not officia*lly,'.aniiounced,
tÈnt the Uniteti States Governnîcnt had
de(;iâed ta abandon its, absurd claini of
jurisdictiaa over the lqes. The recent
proclanqation of President Harrison there-
f ire caused sur prise as well as alarm in
sôme quarters. Sirice the seizure of the

Canadian schooners in 1887, it is under.,
stood tlîat negotiations have been going
on lintw en the I3ritish Gaveruient andi
the Unîited States, ta recover daniages for
ttuse Seizures.

On second reading, and with a botter
knowleclge of the facts connecteti tht.ra
wvith, the proclamation cancering the
taking of seal in Bchrieg'St.a, appears te
bc quite a harmless document An act
passeti by 'Congrass saine tinie aga, pro-
hibits, under a penalty of fine, imiprison.
ment, etc., the killing of 9qtter, rnink,
ruartin, sable or fur seal within the limits
of the territory of Alaska or the waters
thereof. Vessais violating the act, may
be con fiscateti, tagathar with their cargoes.
On blarch 2tid last, an net was passetd by
CongreGs, applying the fi-st mentioneti aet
regarding, the killing of otter, rnink, etc.,
te '<ai the dominion of the Unitedi States
in Behring Sea." It was furth'r provid3d
by the act of Miarch 2nd, that the Pres.
ident shauld issue a proclamation each
year, warning ail persans froni entering
the waters o! Behring Sea, for the purposo
of violating the act regarding the killing
of otter, mnink, seal, etc. It will thus
be seen that the President bas issuéd bis
proclamation in conformity with the recent
act of Congress% andi further that the-
proclamation simply warns ailIpersans;
againat killing the fur animais spe.-ified,
ivithin the territory of Alaska andithe
waters thereof, in~ the dominion o! the
jUnitedi States. No reference is made In

eit.ler theacnt or the President'a. procla-
mation, t' ffie extent of the domini ona.f
the United States in Alska waters This
important point is loft undetined. 0f.
couria Cisnadians interested in the sealîng
industry, cannot abjpct, te the.enforcement
o! these actà hy the 'Unitedi States -autËo-
ities, within the dominion of the 'United
States in Alska and Alaskan waters.
According ta the well defin'-d lawà of-
nations, the dominion o! the United States
in Alskan waters, wil-only ex 'tend over.
the waters. adjacent ta the coast of the.:
main land and islands of Alaska, and. o-var
this limiteti area, the United, States lias
undoubted right te exereiselita authority.
la discussing thîs question, BradsiWleet'aê
journal o! New «York sayer:-

The Presiden'a proclamation simply -warns
ail persans against vbl)ating thé act mentifid,
and orders the arrest and' pufflshmcut of ail
fouud violating the aame. Neither the aet nor
the ro-clamaticon,,howoýver, defihtà the eîtentr
of "Iail tho dominion of the United Statea in
the waters of Behritig Ses."

It is bardly probable that thé ~tvited
States will agi1-in put forth this absurd
clairs te junisdict-.on pve. Behrning bcea

e-paciamlY 8osonafter -the virtual:ftaban7
dament o! tha *diaitu, by tI't 4ý pn
tration ,uiîder Presidernt. Cleviilarid. If
such a caii i4~ m4ide, it vjIl1 bo the duty
a! the British Governtuatt 1to. firmly re.
siat iluch pretcsio1s.. .13çhring$e lj
botwean Altiska anti the cantineI 'c'pf ~Sig.
It is liartially enélosei 'un tlîd south bS' a
long arm extending '0ut froni the Cost et
Alska, snd beyond tliis achain,Ôffs!Wtne
But tîne tuast wester15, islatid itî ibis chain,
and in .poý9esî4ion of thlUn!6t*â Stapeq '
370, miles lférm the 'coât, 6 4ia.
width of the Ses itseufýls over 1,QO0 lies.
That- the United States shoujdelJizjrs-
diction over a sea of -this aize, -lyiffg b:--
-tween two conîtinients,.. esIîeciaiIý Ïhg'r'its
most western possession i. 370 miles fr;on
the opposite 'continent, does, seem rather-

ri.
ridiculous. '. A

It uîay he well ta note tliastg epracla.
maLion of -President Harr1son m" ~be
talion as a 'irarning' ta citizensl of' the'
United States who prosecùte the sealing
industry. The acts of Crongriesrohi&iE'
the killing o! seai andocertain furbearine-
animais, in! Alska -andi poSqaýt wgteîs.
under the jurisdiction of tlhèa .UIIit tes.
The Secretary o! the Treasury,lItow.eyei',
lias authority ta allow the killing -at
anmalà other than sea,' undaertài
reguiations. The Alaska Commercial
Comipany bas hati an explusive-leasjrop
thet Go.vernmnnht tô-, kiIIseI, kaa me
years, ànd Citizefis o! tju~ Initid 1Sýat
wôùid ba deàlt ;?it just thie 'sinw
foreigners, if tbey, undertook te, violate,
'the laws.-

Wliatever mayl"e the pretensions of
the Utnited States ta ,.jurisdiction in
Behring Sesa, the qu".stibrî shouiti be set-
t,1d at once. -The 'seslng sesson in~ tjae
sea cornes ýnj ifi'Jpne,ýand ýfâÏ4
standing is uiiot arrisve4 at at-onqez obie

.sealin- industry«in -Bî-itisb Coluib1ima'y
suifer, through feair of the *owi:ers toWséi
tleir ships inta ' tho- ses. .*At anyratý Pbe
British Go'rernment' ýÈouId 'aure, its
k ubjeots. of protection, - whiiie leugaVgd
in proseeuting a lawful, ealling.lox the

.bhigb seas._________

A great many ràiiway sèhbiYof vai--
oui; kindtsare. just 1%0w..attCiqfiý a&Vni$-
tion in -BriihC ùoIjnÇigp.'1 hêeiter-'
prising Columbians do not Stop at the
consideration o! mnerely local enterprises
,of tI>is itu re. The -.xLwmu .

lcal s:ail pM e îrseî 1int haîtli -bq't
there ai-e alsiïoseve(rai ~iwyc1lieof
*iuternational importance, under discussion,


