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THE BEHRING SEA MATTER.

New mterest has been given this im-
portant quostion. by the recent proclama-
tion of President Horrison, concerning
the taking of fur seal in Bohring Sea.
Naturally this proclumation caused con-
siderable alarm, especially to those inter-
ested in the seal fisheries of the Pacific
coast In our Pacitic provinee of British
Colanbia, a good deal of attention has
been given to the seal fishing industry,
and considerable capital has been invested
in.the business. Sealivg has been follow-
ed for years by a number of parties in
British Colunibia, and the business in con-
nection therewith has formed qiite an
important item in the trade of Victoria.
In the neighborhood of twenty-five schoon-
ers annually market their catch of seal
skins at Victoria, and the mujority of
these schopners. are owned and fitted out
at that port. The seals are taken along
the -Pacific coast, but principally in
Bebring Sea.  Last season, for instance,
out of 24,790 seal skins delivered in
British Coluwbia, 16,942 skins were taken
in Behring Sea, leaving but 7,848 skins
taken along the.coast. - These figures even
do ‘not"give a fair comparison, as last

season the catch was nearly one-third

uuder that of the previous year, owing to
the fact that some of the schooners did
not go into Behring Ses, for fear of cap-
ture by the United States authorities.
Had not this fear existed, a considerably
larger number of seals would probably
have been taken in Behring’s Sea. It
will .be seent from these figures that the
«losing of Behring Sea means the practical
destruction of the sealing industry of
British Columbia. -

It will be remembered that it was in
the geason of 1887 that several Canadian
sgalers were seized in Behring Sea, on
the alleged claim of fishing within United
_ States waters, During the season of 1888
no attempt was made to molest our sealers,
though quite a number of them wext iato
the gea, and it was pretty generully under-
stood, though not officially .announced,
that the United States Government had
decided to abandon its absurd claim of
jurisdictioa over the sea. The recent
proclamation of President Harrison there-
fore caused surprise as well as alarm in
some quarters, Since the seizure of the

Canadian schooners in 1887, it is under:
stood that negotintions have been going
on batween the British Government and
the United States, to recover damages for
these seizuves.

On second reading, and with a better
knowledze of the facts connected there
with, the proclamation concerding the
taking of seal in Behring Swa, appears to
be quite a harmless document. An act
passed by Congress soue timo ago, pro-
hibits, under a penalty of fine, imprison-
ment, etc., the killing of “otter, mink,
martin, sable or fur seal within the limits
of the territory of Alaska or the waters
thereof. Vessels violating the act, may
be confiscated, together with their cargoes.
Oa March 2nd Iast, an act was passed by
Congress, applying the first mentioned act
regarding the killing of otter, mink, etc.,
to “all the dominion of the United States
in Behring Sea.” It was further providad
Ly the act of March 2ad, that the Pres-
ident should issue a proclamation each
year, warning all persons from entering
the waters of Beliring Sea, for the purposo
of violating the act regarding the killin
of otter, mink, seal, etc. It will thus

be seen that the President has issued his,

proclamation in conformity with the recent
act of Congress, and further that the

proclamation simply warns all persons

against killing the fur animals specified,
within the territory of Alaska and the
waters thereof, in the dominion of the
Ubited States. No reference is made in
either the act or the President’s, procla-
mation, to the extent of the dominion.of
the United Statesin Alaska waters. "This

impovtant point is left undefined. Of.

course Cunadians interested in the sealing
industry, cannot object to the enforcement

of these acts hy the United Gtates uuthox:-‘

ities, within the dominion of the United
States in Alaska and Alaskan waters,

According to the well defined laws of |

nations, the dominion of the Umted States

in Alaskan waters, will'only extend aver.
the waters adjacent to the coast of the }

main land and islands of Alasks, and over
this limited ares, the United- States has
undoubted right to exercise’its authority.

In dlscussmg this question, Bradstreet's

journal of New York says:—

The Presiden’s proclamation simply ~warns

all persons aguinst vinlatin the act mentioned,
and orders the ‘arrest and punishment of all
found violating the same. Neither the act nor
the r uclamation, however, defined the extent
of “all the dominion of the United States in
the waters of Behring Sea.”

It is hardly probable that the Bnited
States will again put forth this absurd’
claim to Junsdxct ‘on over Behring bea,'

e~pecinily so soon after the virtual: ’abam
donment of the claim by tlgo lafe ndmmﬁ
tration, under President. Oleveland If
"such a claim is made, it w\;ll Uo the duty
“of the British Government So, firmly re-
sigt such pretensnohb Behrlng “Sepi li hes
botween Alasks and the cmmnex;tof {‘sm
It is partially enclosed ‘on the south by a
long arm extending out from the coast of
Alaska, and beyond this a chain'of islunds®
But the most westerly istand in this chain,
and in possession of ‘thy Unitid States,
370, miles ‘from the coast 66 ,Ana. ‘T!;%}
width of the Sea itseifis over 1,000 tiles.
That the United States shou)d-¢lainyjuris-
diction over a sea ofthis size, lying bo:-
‘tween two contirents, espemally \‘hgn its
most western possession is 370 miles from
the opnosite ‘continent, doea geem rather.
ridiculous. v NI y H "

1t may be well to note that the proc]a
‘mation of - President Harrxson may be
tuken as a waraing’ to citizens' of Ahe’
United States who prosecate the sealing
industry. The acts of Congress.prohibit:
the killing of seal and-oertain fur-bearing
animals, in’ Alaska *and adpt:eht watefs,
under the ]urxsdxctwn of the Umted States,
The Secretary of the Treasury, towever,
has authority to allow the klllmg of’
animals other than seal, under certam
regulations. The Alaska Commercial
Company has had an exclusive~leass: o
the: Government to-: kxi vseaf,y ?on some
years, dnd citizeris of- tfxe/ Unitid ‘Sga
would be dealt with. jﬁ'st the ‘sdmné @
foreigners, if they, undertook to vxolat/e
the laws, -

Whatever may ba the pretensions of
the .United States to_ jurisdiction in

Behring Sea, the qu#stibifshould be set-
tled at once. ~The -seahng season in the
sea comes on, if, Jpne, and jf an,uﬁd@‘-
-standing is not arﬂved at at once,. aut
.sealing mdustry in British Colunibis’ may
suffer, throngh fear of the owhers to sénd
their ships into the sea. ..At,any-ratq the
British Government' should assure its
subjects of protection, - while engaged
in prosecuting & lawful .calling.on the

:high seas.

» RAILWAYS. IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

i A great many rhilway schbinetr of vari-
ous kmds are. just, now. attrachhp atteny
tion in Brifish Columbxuh'l‘he-en %
prising Columbians do not stop at the
consideration of merely local enterprises

_of this nature, . Theg*ho.gg,_a pumber.af.,

local raxlw:y enterpuses ‘in‘f hand; -byt
there ate alsu-several railway~ solieries of
iuternationalimportance, under discussion,




