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lie scceeded in ixxducing tho fariner ta
postpone his intenition of going ixito buqi-
ness for tho presext ait icast.

Tis is oniy one instance of tinany simi.
lar cases in whicx farmiers have decided
to give Up fairring in faivor çf a store busi-
siess. It dries seman strange tit men wlio
arc doing wvelI as they are, wvill thus î'isk

* tlu'ir attinrci ini a caUting wh1ich tlaey know
nothing aitail about. lit giving op a farui
ta cmbark in business, thi-y tlxrow away
a certaiaty for a very great uncc.rtaxxty.

t Thîis fariner ici question night possibiy
* succeed iii business, but the chances arc

grcatly against hinm. lin leks tinte than it
took to place him in lais prpsent indepen-
dent position, lio wou'd not utilikely loso
lus saivings and bis faim property ais oij
Coitapetition in store tradce in keen nearly
ait aven Manxitoba. There are now alto-
gether too niany stores iii tixe country, in
proportion ta population, andi desirabie
openings for aidditioaxal stores are (l illicalt
ta ind. Wlat chance, thon, Nwould aUr
ixirmer have, witIx bis inexperier.ce, to
compete with thoso xvho ivere posted in
the business I An occasional mnrchant
here and there lias done surprisingly well,
but many have hardly helti their own.
he record of failuires during the past ycar

should convince impatient farmors of the
folly of giving up a paying, farin, ta en-
gagIe iii a riskv% business enterprise. Asa
class, few nierehants have done as ive)l as
this farier duriaîg tue past few yeans,
especially considering tue capital investcd.
Besides, the indepeuidence, anti saifety,
anti general immnnuity front axixiety, have
ail been an the aide of the farmer. How
înany merchaints wvho enharked in busi-
niess a fëw years ago, witx front $3,000 ta
' 10,000, would iow -IfadlY change! places
with this prosperous fariner?

It is seldoni that, a fariner absolute!y
fauls, though o wing, to lack of knowledge
of farming, ha- ray for a while find it up
liiil xork. Stili, porsoverance alnîost in-
variaUly brings its reward. 'rie record1

in Manitoba showxs that tho fariners as a
dtxss are %teadily advancing iii prasperity,
altlxough x'ery few of theni stanteti witb
any consitierable aniount; of cash. In
tic older sectionis, thiey are ritw abie to

iugefreely ini lu-xuries, such as ex-

pensive carrnages and mîusical instru-
muents, etc., whliclx a fcw ycans ago had
very little sale in tixe proxince. On the
other hand, mna who started in business
witli soie capital, a few yeaxrs ago, have
failed iii not a few instances. 0f course
îîîany faiikires arei brouglit about by lack

of knowledgo of flic business, but tixis is
just io of tho reasons why tue fariner
sixaulti stick ta, lus fai. Vcry fcw men
wbxo have foliowed farnxing long, andi irb
have rot Ixat considerablo previous ex-
perience iii business, are conîpetent to
successfLilly caixduct a store trade.

Fif ty.two is the record af assigîmnients
iax Manitoba ai tie Territories durixa;
1888. The numxber of business institu-
tioens of ail kintis iîx tlis region is esti-
niateti ait about 4,000. This would naake
one faulure for, say, overy soveîaty-seven
business institutions. But it miust be
ieiincinbered that the fxiilures werp nearly
ail iii store lines, aind the numiber of
stores wouid bp but a fraction af the total
isuinîber of business institutions af al]
I.iiidb--probably less thait one.<îuarter o!
the xvhole. This would -ive us one faau-
ure iii every Pighteen or twenty stores.

Again, thp mssigninxnts do not repre-
sent thie total nuniben of failures iii busi-

ntess. Màany n'en sec that thcy are run-
ligbehiîîd anti losing their capital, and

tlîey seli ont. Othiers sink their aiva
capital andi p-3rhaps borrowed inoney as
Nveil, andi tlien the bxusiness is turned
over, by the creditors, Nvithi the cons'ant
of the proprit toi-, ta anotlier party.
Otixers get away behîud, and arrange a
private spttîcînent witx their creditors,
axa a biisis of payiîxg or agrceixg ta pay a
certain percentage of tlxini indebtedness.
Al! these cases are practicauby faulunes,
just as unueîx so as the cases ai assign.
mxeixt but tbîey are not publicly known
as sucli. Tîxe assigni-..cnts probably re-
preserit less thaxi one-half the actual fail-
urps ta cunduct businass profxtably, andi
this wiould give us, say, anc failure ini
ev~ery ten store establishmnents. It is
asserteti by persons wlxa have rxade a
study of tixe question, that only anc nman
in texi fully succeecis in businezs. Why
th(cn should a fariner wisi ta -ive Up
a profitable calling te engagc iii such a
ri0 ky expcrinient. ? Occasionauly whole
salers wiio arc anxious ta work, Up con-
vxections, înay encourage fanîners or other
inexperienced persoxîs, especiaUly tîxose
ixaving soine rendy cash, te enibark xi
business, but iii Uie long- run such ac-
comîxts; gexxerailly turn out uxsatisfactory.
Tue botter plait would seen ta be ta dis-
courage sucîx undertakings, except per-
haps ir a î'ery few instances.

THE RAIILWAY SITUATION.
Tîxe railwvay situation ia Manîitoba is

again becoîning interesting. Feeling con-

fuient that the province was bounti ta
triumph in tixo crassing dilliculty, tîxo
peole hxavc -waitcled the proccedings ait
Ottawa ici that connection with apparent-
ly iess interest tixain nîighxt have beeri ex-
pectcd, considening tîxe importance of tue
interests ievolvcd. 0f laite, howover,
ce rtain rmixuns. have be» in circulation
r(-gar(ling proposeti chxanges in tho roitte of
the lixes ta be built by the Nortliern
Pacific anxd Manxitoba coîxxpany noxt sunx-
xner, and tîxis lias renewcd interest in the
situatiox. It lias aiso been intimiateti thuat
tîxe Local Govenixient lias niade a x±owv
arrangement wiith the N. P. & 'M. Co.,
and N. P. Co., regarding froight ratom,.
Lt is expecteti that the Governmcnt will
have saine ncv nnouxceixnts ta make
ta the Legislature, regarding its raulway
policy, and nowv thait thei Local House lias
met, the expectation ai sorxte furthcr de-
velapmcnts heing made known, bias ixi-
creased iinLerest iii the question.

It has been supposed ail aiang, that the
extension o! the N. P. & M systein ta
Portage la Prairie, ivas for the purpose of
fermnin a connection with the 'Manitoba
Northwestera at tue Partage, and tliat
saine agreenment ta that effeat existed be-
tîveen the twvo roads. Recent develop-
nients, hoîvever, %would seci ta indicate
tixat no sucx agreenment Exists, and tîxat
tîxe Nortbîwestern railway daes not intenti
to wvork ini connectian with the N. P. &
M. road. It is xîow hîiîted that the
roand may be extendeti on front Portage !a
Prairie ta Rapid City axxd Branidon, pos.
sibly witlî a view of connecting ivith the
Nortlîwest Central, naw under canstruc-
tioxi, ait ai neax Rapiti City. 'fie exten-
sion o! tîxe road front Portage la Prairie
ta Brandonx, would very likelý invoive
soniec changes iii tixe route of tho AMorris-
Brandon branch. At amy rate, there
seexas to be a gooti deal of uncertainty as
ta the route ta be taken by th-, proposeti
brandi westwxsrt froîn Morris. Indeeti,
tliene is a gaod deal ai uacertaiaty ini the
public mind, as ta îvhat niay be done with
axxy of tîxe proposod linos; but perhaps
the Govenixîniexit mnay enligîxten us very
slxartly as to its intentions.

Tîxe latest inove on tho part of txe
C. P. R. Ca., îxarneby, the filing of a bibi
in clxancery ta restrau the N. P. & Mt.
Co. fromn furtlhor opcrating anti caastrxct-
in- ils ronds in Manitoba, excites very
littie comm nent. It is qu;etby rpgarýied as
the ]ast kick of a dying manopoly, axnd
as sncb, is considered unwvorthy of mucli
attention.


