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tho chosen government of domocratictranes
and especially of that portion of tho Frenel
democracy, the peasantry, which, though
narrow-minded, ignorant, and easily dupid

is incomparably wore honést and attaclien.
to tlie causo of ‘w'mc an-d order than the e

mneracy of the Jargo towns, This consules

ation, thorefore. brings uz one step ueaies
to the root of the matter.  The fatal conse

quende of the present war, ;uul the revolu

tinn attendjpg 1t, aro attributbls to th
Governmentt of the Empive; but the Govein

ment of the Empire was upheld 1o the lis
by the vates and confidence of tho donnnan.
power in the Freneh nation. Bo it fiom
iguorauve, be it from enrraption, bo 1t fron,
passion, that these evils have sprung, it
1o tho constituent bady, the only true souree
of powery that we must look for thoe soure

of them. It was the pleasure of the Frenci

dotaacracy t0 be govorued absolutely, ey
dreaded and abhorred a more liberal forn
of goverament as tending to anavehy.  lix

perience had tanght them the cost of one
viriety of revolutionary licenso; they rushed
with indiscriminnting vehemenco into the
other extreme; but thit 100 has thrown
them into anarchy nnd completed the cirelt
of musfortune, *Un popolo uso a vivere
solto un principe,’ s1ys Machiavelli, *se pes
qualche aecidente diventa litero, con dulii

colta mantione la liberta; and quoting in
the next chapter the example of Rome, he
adds, ‘Il che nacque da quella corvuzione
che Je parti Marinno avevano messa nel po-
polo, delequali essendo cipoCesare, potette
accecnfo fuetly moltitudine ek’ ellvnon con

obba il giogo che da se medesim. si metteva
insul collo,’ The inferenco wo draw from
theso facts is that thedowcinant power of the
French nation has been mispliced by the
revolution, and misdirected by universal suf
feage: that tho classes invested with the
franchise were incapable of discerning then
true interests; and that the classes by whom
the government of tho country might have
been safely cirried on'were paralysed and
proscribed by nuinbers. It may bo worth
whils to trace tho operation of these causes
in gréafer detuil.

Before wo proceed, however, to this part
af our task, we pause for a momant to point
out the striking contr.st to the iustitutions
and sociul condition of Frat.ce whichis to be
found'in tha institutions and sn<wal condition
of hervictorious adversary. “Lecounterpart
is complete.  If France - the representative
of the most advanced form of European de
mocracy, Prussia is the represcntative of
wonarchy i1its most complete modern or-
ganizuion. The XKmg of, Prussia 1s nota
tyrant or ansutocrat, for ho governs in strict
sccordance with the laws of his kingdom;
but tho law itself «. 2auates for the most part
from the royal authority. ‘Tha Royal Houso
of Prussia is tho impeisonation of the Stato
and the central forco of the nation,  For two
centuries that family has had tho good for-
tune to producoe o series of princes, mavy of
them ablo and lLrave, some of them great,
but all foilowinp with exact uniformuty the
principles of govornment, of policy, and of
war which have raised their Ringdom to its
presenteminence, They bave had the ta.lent,‘
and good senso to placoe thetnselves at the
Lead of tho cause of progress, wad l‘.xough‘
by nomeans *liberal *1n the sensc of i readi +
ness to relinquish any portion of their ovn
regal quthority, they have notd been slow to
adupt every improvennt and roform which
could increase their own power and amelior-)
ate the condition of tho pcople. In peace
and in war they have scrved their country
with oxtriordinary zeal and ehergy. In their
hands monarchy bas never been suffered to
dogendrite into % thing of%erpty pageants,
s T
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luxerious indulgences, or ceremonial forms.
It stands ercct becauso it is real.

‘Yhe constitution of tho aristocracy in Ger
many, and especially in Prussia, has never
enabled it to exerciso a preponderating in
dependent mfluence in the S:ate. But it has
retained, oven now, a very strong tradition
of tho puvileges of birth; it stands aloof
fiom tiho muddle classes and the people; and
wregards ag 18 sele profession o devoted
servieo of the Stato and the Crown. The
iy, more especially, though raised on the
bro ulest prmeiples of national conscription,
1s officered and Jed by the upper classes,
Large fennlies of noble birth, poor, bravoe,
wd loyal, are the natural resouree of a mil
iy menarchy: and whatever may be
thought of the Junkerdom of Berlin 1 its
polities and in its manners, it will not be
denied 1o bo un clement of strength to the
Craowtl and (0 the army.

The civil government, which embraces
with inconcievablo minuteness a4 the vo
lutions of social hife. und restrains the free
dom of action, : in the hands of a powerful
bureaucracy. The representative bodies,
mere recently introduced in Prussia, have
in truth no real control over it. They are not
even composed of men capible of carrying
1ton. Un almost all imporlant questions,
theie wishes and votes have been set aside
aud trampied on by the Ministers of the
Crown with absoluto contempt. Of that free
dom which consists in the government of
the nation by the nation, or in obedience to
the will of the nation, thero is in Prussia no
sien, andnot even a pretence.  Authority
subsists in its severest and most nahed
form.

Bat tae people naturally docile and sub.
nussive to acts which would produce a
cuango of goyernment in England, a revolu
tion m France, sl a pronunciamicnfo in
Spain, are satisfied that in the long run the
pohicy of thegovernment is enlightened and
just.  They know that the administration of
thie public linances is inflexibly honest and
frugal. ‘They see that the government has
by 1ts zeal in tho work of education made
them the mostinstructed paople in Europe,
and they are perbaps unconscious that this
education bas so moulded theit minds and
very bemg, that they are trained to habits of
obadience, loyalty and respect, not common
n more democratic communities. Even the
popular opinions and prevailing sentiments
of tho day, enconraged by the pross, have
Vbeen skilfully used by the government to
promoto the aggrandizement of the nonar-
chy by pursuing objects marked out by na
tional ambition.

Therc s something of Spartan character in
the institutions of Prussia—the authority of
the kings, who are alse tho commanders of
the pueople—tho simplicity and frugality
which all ranks have retained in an age of
luxury and indulgence—the crushing weight
ot public authority which shapes everything
to its will and extinguishes tho individual
mn tho Stato—und the harsh unamiable
manners formed by a life of disciplino—Dba.
long alike to tho ancient and the modern
nmilitary State; and theso charactoristics
were united to a stronger senso of duty, of
moral obligation, and of religion, than could
be found ameongst the wits and philosophers
of volatile Athens. The Lacedmmoniaus
wera notoriously the least courteousand hos-
pitablo of all the Greek States; art, elo-
quence, and pootry never Sourished on their
soll. ‘Irawming and disciplino with o view to
regimental preparation and rigid obedienco
were and are alike tho object of the Spartan
smd the Prussian low-givers. Uratory, which
plays 8o great s partin the affairs of more
popular Siaters, was and is alike unkmowm
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and powerless at Lacedmmon and at Berlin,
nnd the policy of enoh of these capitals is
theroforo essentinlly secrct and self-con-
tained, This circuuistance gives a rare
steadiness to their political action, and en-
genders a hatred of revolutions. The abject
of the athletic exercises of the other Gre-
cian States, as it is in England, was excel.
lence in games; the exercises of the Prus.
sians, lika thage of Sparta, are all directed
to war. Lastly, itis possible that the land
laws of Tacediemon may havo had purposes
and results analogous to the great land re-
form introduced by Baron von Stein.

A Suato thus constituted on the strictest
dynastic principles is in tho antithesis of
France. ~"Accordingly, Prussia has been the
most constant and bitter onemy of the
French Revolution. - She began the contest
of the anti-revolutionary war, which led to
results so disasteious to Europe, bocause in
that period France was in ull theraagnificent
energy of hernew-born hopes of freedom,
and monarchial Biropo was in a stage of
extremo decropitude, Prussia more than
any other State drank that cup of humilia-
tion to tho dregs. It was Prussia whd put
her band to the Treaty of Basle, which first
made over to France tho left bank of the
Rhine, sinco so fiercoly contested. It was
Prussia that accepted Hanover {rom the de.
nominator of Eurone. She expiuted that
weakness hy Jena, and by seven years of
successive sufforing trom the French oceu-
pation. But in thoso sufferings her regen-
aralion began. ‘Ths structure of the monar-
chy and of the army wrs luid afresh on a
broader and stronger basis. When ahe
took the field again in 1313 sho commenced
a new lifo. In 1814 ner dominions were ox-
tended till they touched the frontier of
France on its most gensitive and valnerable
point, and sho consented to mount guard
there, which sho has dono with effect for
moro than half s century. And when the
attack was rashly, madly, renowed by France,
Prussia uproseswith all her ancient hatred of
hor revolutionary neighbour—with a lively
recollection of ancient wronyg which have
been studiously kept alivo in the hearts of
tho people—and with a strong faith that the
timo was come when her Soversign could
claim the first rank in Germany and in Eu-
rope. The climax and consumation of this
great revolution is to be found in the recent
act by which tbo princes of Germany have
been led to place the renovated Imperial
Crown of Germany on the head of the King
of Prussia. Illohenzollorn has succeeded
Hapsburg. The roluctant vassals of the
Empira havo acknowledged their own defeat
in the cclebration of a national triumph.
‘Che crown which was refused by the late
King when tendered by a democratic assem-
bly in 1849, has been accepted in 1870 us the
symbol of military might. It hasboen pur-
chased by greal nchievements in war, atten-
ded by infinite misery and svffering; and no
doubt it is'the dearor to the Sovereign who
will wear it, as the pledge of the triumph of
the monarchical principles of Garmany over
the democratic armies of Franca.

Thus, then, while France has duringa
lengthened period of timo undergone a serfes
of pohitical changes, and been subject to the
opcration of social causes, which appearto
have undermined and dimimshed her power
as a nation, Prussia has been steadily grow-
ing under the influence of her moonarchy—
the supremacy of tho reigning House has
been raised to the highest pitch; her terri-
tories have been greatly extonded; her alli-
ances have given her the military command
of Southern Germany; her population has
largely sugmented; hor military system and
armamont have besn refermed and earried



