French Hvangelization,
Addroess deliverid in Leslleville church, Toroato, by
Rer. Cultin E, Axaron, ot Mon! 5
Wk all beliove in the power of tho Gospol
of Josus Christ, wo belicve in it because wo
havo exporicnoed {ts blessed rosultsio our own
lives and havo mado ourselves acquainted
with hfu tritmpha in tho datk places of the

cart!

Wo beliovo that what tho teachings of Josus
Chriat bave done in days past in cthor lsuds,
thoy have tha samo power of doing to-day in
our own country. Jesus Christ is tho samo
yosterday, to-day and for ever. Tho slownoss
g.glis work is too often dus to our lack of

ith.

For over filty years a work of ovangoliza-
tiop has boen carricd on smong the French
speaking portion of our mix poRnlation.
The difficulties connectod with such a mis.
sionary effort aro very well known to you all.
There would be no object in alluding to these.

A more important and hopeful guestion is
that of tho results obtained after theso years
of bard strugglo. Do the results justify the
ottlay of money, tho expendituze of time and
labour?

Wo do uot hesiate to n{ they do.

When wy father” came from Switzerland in
1840 as one of the first missionaries of the old
F.C.M, Society, the superatition and ignoranco
which provailed in Lower Caunada sero simply
appallieg.  Abont ninctr per cent. ‘of the
Frooch-Canadisn population pgould not as
inuch as read and write. Not a copy of the
Woid of God could be found throughout the
length and bresdth of a parish or county.

ben I think of tho hardshipsof thoso
pioneer missionaries, obliged to liveand bring
up a family on a salary of from $150 to $210
a year, without a friendly neighbour; whon I
think of the young mother left alone for a
wholo weok at a time during our Canadian
winters, while the missionary busband wss
wading throngh the snow from houso to houso
offering the Gospel, alo:éxing often in bams
when turned out by order of the priosts, I
csnnot but exclaim, *' Oh ! men of dovoted-
nosy and faith. Ta! women of consceraticn
and love, let your mantles fall on us so that
when we, to 623' bocome discouraged and
would bs tempted to scek a work moro casy
and moro remupssative, may be kept in tho
patlh”ol' duty and inspired 1y your fith and
zeal.

The resnlts achipvod are known to God
slone. It were impossible for us to measuro
them. Suflice it to say this much, fifty-five
years ago thero Was not a Frenth Protestaot
to bo found. ~ It is estimated that thero sre
12,000 Canadians of Rrench origin who attend
evangelical places of worship in’ Csnsda, and
that there aro about 25,000 Freuch Protestants
who hivo gone to tho United States.

Thero are, at the present timo, 1,500 pupils
attendiog Protestant mission schools.

But however mach there may bo in theso
figures, thero are facts whish any careful
obscrver can mako himself acquaicted twvith,
which aro much more significant.

The work of oducation through our schools,
tho distribution of tho Gospel au otker
wholesomo literature, the preaching of the
word throngh tho pulpit and press, all thess
cfforts supplemontod by other enlightening
influcaces, havo had the cffect of changing
public opinfon among the French, sspecially
tho cducated class, in a marked degres.

It caonot bo gainsaid that a spirit of inde-
pendencs, hitherto unkrnown, savo in a few
Tare cases, has adsen, sod is making itself
{clt and 1 and in every contre whers a fow
fntelligent and cducated French-Caasdians aro
to be found. Montreal, St. Hyaciathe, Ste,
Scholastique, Quebee, of courss, farnish the
greater number of independent minds, but
they are found all over the conntry. The
spirit of which wo speak har manifasted it-s
solf in more ways than one. The Cansds
Rovas hasbeen the most ontspoken exponent
of the views of tue disallocted faction in the
ranke of our Frenth-Ciuedian popalatior.
This faction ombraces ln:gcn, phydecians,
notaries, journalists and oducated business
men.

Fora long time thoy haro recognizaed and
folt that th% French-Canadisn poople, as a
wholy, occupy in this country a pusition of
jofariority. ey have folt that it vas mext
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to {mpossible for French-Canadian youog men
to cops with Eoglish-spoaking Protestant
young men around them and have beon led to
scriously iuquire into the cause. Unwmilling,
and right they woro and arein that, to at-
tributo this recognized nferionity to a want of
intelleot, and of natural ability 1n then
nationality , they have concluded that tho
power that has fo. goncrations raled with at-
wmost uncoatosted sway Now France, must bo
held responsiblo for tho state of thiogs which
thoy doplore. Tho olergy, they eay, and
rightly, has boen, and is the ocuemy of liborty,
olg true educatioy and omancipation, of
political indepondence, of true growth and
progress. They repoat the statement of the
groat Frenoh statesmen .— ** Lo oloricalisme,
viola Vennemi.”

The following reforms, among othors, thoy

u -

1. They ask that tho priests bo amenablo to
oivil, not only to canooical lasw, astho Church
teachos, When such scandalous couduct as
that of Abbo Gayhot is knowa, it should Lo
soverely doalt with. Tho guilty pricst should
not be sent to another parish, but removed
from the priesthood as unworthy of eonfidence.

2, In the sccond place they ask that in
financial affairs connected with the Chureh,
the rights of the pooplo bo recognized. Now
the functio. of tlio people is to closo their
mouths tightly, but open their esrs avd

urses widely.  The reforms they ask in this
iroction sro:—

(a). That the pricst be paid & respectabla
salary, and that there be a limit to his power
to oxtort money from ths people.

(b). That ccclesiastical property uired
with tho money of the pocr bo no longer
exempt from taxss, I give iy haud and
heart to such a measure. TWhat a boon for
our city if it could nass.

(¢). They ask, of courso, for tho abolition of
tithes, that remaunt of mediacvalism.

(d). Thoy ask that St. Sulpice Seminary be
mado to roveal the exteat of ity wealth, and
roport dn the ase it makes of the funds loft to
it in trost.

3. A third class of seform they ask for is in
the direction of education. They wish educa-
tion to bo taken ont of tho handsof th. clergy.
If wo had their full thought, 1n all likeithood
it would bo almost that of Paul Bert n
France, the secularization of education.

Notwithstanding the vigorousopposition of
tho clergy, and of the ultramontane press,
thoss idcas havo made headway iu the pro-
vineo. The proofs of it we have,

Ta tho first placs, scvoral g.imt.a havo been
sued, not in cities only, dut in country
parishes, and in woro than ono imstance,
Jodgaent bas been rendersd sgainst thoru.
There have been many robellions agawnst
clerical clsims. Tho caso of Maskinoogy s
well known, and its results. Kamourasks
County was the scene of a simila. robel' on,
and the Charch yiclded. Not far from Nico-
let a charch was closed throo Sabbaths, 1
uuderstand, and ths priest yielded. The Pike
River caso is still in tho Courts, I bel.eve the
geoplo objoct tho distsion of tho parish. At

canmont, Que., tho peoplo refuse to beild a
church. But the best and surest indication
of tho growth of this spirit of independence,
is found in the compliints of tho clox‘gy
through their ultramontans oigass, that the
priests are no looger respectud as they wero,
their word dozs not command the suthoriey it
did, and piety is cu tho wane.

The important and most serions question
which presses itself apon our attention is:
What is to como ont. of all this} I cm not one
of thoso awho think tlat the destruction of
Romanism is in itself and of itssif a desirablo
work. However mischievozs the system may
be io maay directions, however inadequste to
satisfy the 7ants of tho soul and to lead to
:i%ixii_tudity. it i3 better thaur - eeligion or in-

elity.

an‘.ywe are f200 to [acowith u problem foist:
od upon us by this very system. Among
theusands upou thousande of French Cena-
disna in Quabec, it1s not so much Romanism
a3 religious indifTarence, and among tho better
odncated classes infidelity, that wo aro calted
upsn to meet.  Tho thain doctrines sre cast
aside, papal infallibility, trans-substsntiation,
conlessions, cte., revealed religion is callod in
question,
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Wo aro going to havoe, I fear, soreothing of
f t

a ropotition of tho history of Frauce. Un-
ylolding dogmatism, arrogant absolutiod has
always boon followod Ly a revolt of tho in.
tolligoneo and conssiencs, The Pooplo 82y :
¢« If this boreligion, tf thts bo God's teachings,
away with-rehgion, away with God. I tho
United States the hiorarohy complain that
thoy havo lost 20,000,000 of thoir poopla.
You look for them 1n tho Protestant ohiurches
and find bat oomparmvol{ few. If you
further ask whero these millions aro whom
Romo onco hold under its power, 1n Iroland,
Poland, Italy, Bohomis and Cavada, the
answor ocmes : In tho lapsod masses, among
the lawlcss strikers, among tho anarchists,
I repeat that I foar wa are conung to somo-
thiog of the kind in Canada. A law-abiding,
long-suffering, religiously inclined peoplo,
after « pight of more than twoand s half
centurics, is bogioning toopua its eyes.  Thoy
soo thoy havo suffered as & nation, choy havo
been kept ignorant, they have boen bied by
an onorinousiy wealthy olergy.  For thousands
religion has been but & mero form, void of

wor and lifo, whilst tho educated class havo

come out-and out skepti:s. Tho day of
reckoning is coming. Mistory is ropeating
itself, tho outraged contcionco and 1utelleot
revolt and jnfidolity aud its attendant ovils
aro sure to follow,

Ia viow of tho situation, the duty of Christ's
charch is clear. Wo are called upon to ro-
doublo our cfforts, so asto bring the Gospol
home to thoso hearts and inteiligencos that
aro golog away from all religious There 18
no uced for controversy, no need to tear down,
It is a work of reconstruction, of building, up,
that is called for. It ispreaching directed to
the conscience, siming at spiritual results, I
should like to seo more missionary work,
somowhat on the plan of tho McAll mission,
tried in our couutry. It scems to mo that
whuo 80 many aro in this state of trarnition,
beforo they havo settial down into 1nfidelity,
1 tho Gospel could bo prescnted 1u an antel-
ligort rational m{. with carncstnees and
fervor, that it would be gladly received and
many would bo saved.

In view ot this stats of uunrest, of this
rebellion agaiust ceclesissticism, wo feel 1
Montreal sthe need of taking steps to gmde
this movement anght and preveut 1t from
culannatwgiutoa godless resait.  What can
wo do to guide those who are throwingasido
tho yoke of modizeval.'m, and persuade them
that tho yoke of irreligon and of Satan will
no: rest more lightly on their shoulders?
What method shall wo adopt to set before
thom tho liberty of the Gospel, ofthat Gospel
which procleims the fatherhood of God and
the brotherhood of man, of that Gospel which
respects maa's digmty and offers pardon and
reconciliation, happincss and peaco.

We haso concluded that to tho other
agenc: s now employed, the preachiog of the
Word, the Chrutuan Mission schools, wo
should add the Chnsuiso paper. Wo havodone
something throngh the presa but wo have
ucverh n&.ﬁcrmchut o nature of theficld
demands. 8¢ 18 now needad 18 o good,
stivng, pure, vigorously and wall edited paper.
So strougly has this ncod beew felt thatan
invitation was seat to a numinr of business
men {o Montreal, to attend 8 meeting 2t which
tho matter was folly discussed. It was agreed
that the moment was opportnac for such an
undertaking, Inorder tomake ho enterprise
successful it wasresolved to form a joint stock
company with a capital, for the present, of
810,000, Ono half of the amount has beon
raisod in shares o} §10. The paper is to bo
undenominational, truly Cathbdlic and Evan-
gelical in spirit and contents.

Tho Board of Directors will be selected from
tho varicus denominstions. Al objectional
controversy will bo excluded, and harmiul
discassions and attacks ruled omt of order.
The paper shall bo courtooux, charitable and
Chriztian in topo.

Tho power of the pross ts so folly ander-
stocd to-day that 1 need say nothing further
to demoratrate the valae of anch an agoney.

A good weekly, family messenger, mving
wholesome information to our French Proteat-
ant converts, on a multitade of questions of
vital importance, charch work, Sabbath
school work, temperanco reform, Ssbbath ob.
servation, eoducation, would be a mighty
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