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Congreptionalisni, or tliat of the United States. Our churclieo, too, are being
multiplied in many portions of the field of Foreign Missions, and in tile British
Colonies apart front the Province@% of British North America.

In the north-eastern portion of~ the United States, they bave been quite the
most numerouti iince tiNo days oi' the Purittan Fathers, cither as Paedo or Anti-
Poedo Daptist Churclies ; and are so, we believe, to, the present day.

Time and want of ftCCOSs tu docunevidence, forbid my entering into
miore fuîll dotails on this polit. But terurs published by the Anioiirican Con-
gregational Union, mhow an increase iii the number of cliurchii reportcd daaring
the past 4 yeairs of 419 chuarcîses, and 27,840 meanbers, as existiag in this North-
ern Continent, or (includin- thae British Provinices) a total of 2,7à ! chiurelIos, and
260,389 members, in tue ycar 1M0. la the Western States of the Union, Con.
gregationaliem is greatlY un the inerease ; and as an example I vrould, refer to
the State of Michigan, ln whieli for tvo years it was rny privilege to labour.
There, some few ycaré, 8ince, gcarcely a Congregationtal church existed; and a
leading minister of thse New Sohool bresbyteritin Chiurcli now living, i ed to
tell ministers of oura body Iooking for fields of labo.ur, "lthat there were no churches

oour order there, but -plenty of Presbyterians who would boa glad of their ser-
vices; and as there was no difference in theo doctrines professed by the two brolies,
biut only in chuarch order and discipline, and that comparatively trifling, they
would fiad but little difficulty ln their conforming ta, such order, &c., and perhaps
at len-th even of giving it a preference." Thus, many Congregational ministers
commenced and cantinued thecir labours there. By same nieans, howcver, great
zaumbers of the churches becanie Congregational, nianyv ,f their members pro-
bably, as well as ilieir ministers, having brought, their principles from, the
East; and hiave gone on increasing, mn that at the *prescat day tiacir numbers are
almoat if ot quite equal to the Pregbyteriaa Chtirches. This, porhaps, is only a
type of the facto ln other Western States; acd may account for the anxiety lately
anifested by the Preshyterian Synods to send out "lMissions ln advance of al

others ;" aud to employ their own 'men and neans, apart fromn ail aid (if neces-
sary) froni the fusids of the American Honte blissionary Society, which, until
very lately, had been a centre of united action for both bodies.

We muet, however, now look at the Provinces nf British North Ainerica un the
Atlantic side - and here beginning with the Western Provinces, we find that
witbin the past 23 years our churdlies in the CaDfadas have increased fromn about
j to 78 (or 82 according to morne returns), and cnntaining 3,376 members. The
Msuionary Society lucre, being called upon continually to open new ground, and
as few if aoy of the churehes are becoming extinct, the nuanber maust continue to
increase.

How ie it, however, lu our own Provinces? laIere aIas!1 we cannot report en-
couragingly. la New Brunswick we have not more, perhaps, than six churches,
if indeed se many ; and in Nova Scotia, we believe, not more than ten ; and fixe
or six of whic"- at the present time, we fear, are without pastors. Some of theim,
toe, snuch decayed; and yet the oldest among them n date back nearly or quite
l00years. There 18 reàson also te believe, that in this Province our churches bave
been mueh more nuanerons titan they nnw are, having been swallowad up nmong
other denominations. Tite causes of ouv present weakened condition are doubt-
les varinus, and may be referred te under cur neit enquiry. While, howrever,
as Paedo Baptists -'ir numbers mny be but amatI, yet our Congregational
principles are recognised and ndopted to a great extent by the Anti-Paedo Bap-
it Churches of these Provinces, and which are very numernus. The Presby-
terin Churches, tan, whose views of doctrine, including ti'at of bapism, greatly
cerres pond with our nwn, are aIso nsimerous; and considering that very maay of
the inhabitant8 of the Provinces are either directly the natives of Old Scotia or
their descendants, we cannt wonder at this fact. Considering, ton, that this
body la conservative of the great and precious truths of the gospel, we cannot but
rejoice la its incra8e, although it with others iaûay have swvnIlowed up some if
net many of our ancient Congregational churches in the Province.


