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25) it was his representatian of the treason of Adonijali
tliat led David ta have Salaman praclaimed King in his
own lifetime, and he was, as we find irom statemnents in
i Chran. 29: 29 ; 2 Chran. 9 : 29, the histarian in part af
the reigns of bath David and Salaman. IICedar :" a
chaice and castly wood, sent by Hiram. (Chran. 5 :ii.)

IIWithin curtains" the tent cavering, waven of goats hair.
(Ex. 26: 7-14.)

Ver. 3. "lDa ail-ir. thine hesart :"charmed witli the
purposes ai the King, and thinking it eminently riglit,
Nathan said IIGa an," but hie liad yet ta iearn that a right
thing may be dane at a wrang tirne, and by an unfit instru-
mentality. This shaws us, as other passages, that the pra.
phets were nat aiways under inspiratian, speaking by cain-
mand af Gad. <See i Samn. 16:6 ; 2 Kings 4:27.)

Vers. 4-7. IlThat night : " that the plan might lie checked
at ance, befare David made any arrangements ar incurred
any expense. "My servant: " specially, ail Gad's people
are His servants, but ta same are given special service.
'lShalt tînu build me : " a Hebrew farm af strang negative ;
in the parallel accaunit in r Chran. 17 :4, the message is
negative in foai, " thau shalt nat." "lNat dwelt-have
walked in a tent :" reierring ta the jaurnevings ai the peaple
thraugli the wildnenness; with the Ark ai Gad's presence
barne befane thera. "Tent : " the autwand cavering af
skins. "Tabernacle :"the inannewark ai baards and bars.
II'Tnibes : " ar sceptres, uiens ; meaning that whatever tnilie
had in the past supplied the persan far the ruler af the
peaple, ta nane ai them lad Gafi spake:n ta build him "Ia
lause ai cedan." We must understand that there is na me-
buke ta David hene, Gad recagnizes the gaadness af bis
wish and intentian, but it was nat in accardance witli the
Divine wili.

Vers. 8-9. The message naw ecounts the gaadness ai
Gad ta David. It is tender, and anything but a steru me.
jectian ai the purpare af the King, aithough the wands are
very pasitive. IISheepcates . " ar pastunes. IIFailawing
the sheep :" lit. irai being a shepherd ta be a King, this
was Gad's daing, the circuistances might appear natural,
but the Divine will had averruled it ail. Da we nat need
this lessan 1Il Was with tliee-cut off thine enemies-
made tbee a great name :" the first thauglit was the faund-
atian af aIl. David had Gad with liii and sa ialiawed his
victanies and Irîs greatness. Unquestionably the namne aof
David was made great. Ta.day the Jews laak back ta lii
as the grandest ai thein kings, and aithaugli the reign ai
Salaman was mare magnificent and appanently mare pros-
peraus, yet the cantnalling influence af Israel, the respect
it camîanded was greaten during the reign ai David than
that af any ather Kingy; he iaund Israel a disarganized coin-
pany ai tribes, hie leit it a great hamageneaus natian.

Vers. ioa.îi. The message naw speaksaof permanency and
rest far the natian. IIWiil appint :" rather, have ap.
painted, the idea is ai a blessing alneady liestowed. "Mave
na mare :" like ail the pramises this invaived a duty ; this
lang and persistently vialatcd, the pramise was at léngth
withdnawn, and the permanency ai the natian ceased far-
ever. IlChildren ai wickedness :" ar wicked peaple. "lAnd
as since :" the break ai the verse injures the thouglit, it is
that tliey shahl nat be afflicted as tliey were in Egypt, ar as
they were during the tumes af their jadges.

Vers. 11, 12, 13. "IMake Thee an hause" David lad
desired ta build a house fan Gad, this was nat permitted,
but far lis piaus purpase God wauld make liii " an hause: "
that is Gad wauld presenve and establish the family ai
David and secune ta it the tîrane ai Israel, anather pra-
mise hanging upan a duty, nat anly shauld a (amiiy lie
estalilished, but when lie had passed away his san should do
what hie had purpased. "Build a hause far my name :
far the fulfilment af this read the histamy ai Salaman,
especially i Kings dhaps. 7 and 8 ; and 2 Chron. dbaps. 3
ta 7.

Ver. 14. -1 is father :" (see Psaiîs 89 : 2a) a relatian-
slip invalving mutual love, and it cannat exist witli any man
wha daes nat cherish in lis lieamt lave ta Gad, and abedi-
ence ; the san must abey the father ar lie cannat lie a true
san, if ane, God will da ta lim as ta David's san. IlI will
chastise liii: " Gad is na respecter ai persans as Salaman
iaund when he did commit iniquity. (i Kings II : 9.40-)
IIRad af men :" the adversities and trials ta which sinful
men are suliject ; ar, it may mean that men shaîl be as a
rad and stripes ta bim, which they were ; see abave.

Ver. i5, 16. Althaugh the sinner was ta be punislied fan
lis sins. yet thene was nat ta fallaw the extinctian ai the
faîuly as happened ta that ai Saul. David's sr as far thein
apastasy finst iost the thrcene and then wene w( xkened mare
and mare, until when the great Son ai David came it lad
sunk ta the lawest ebli, yet the promise ai Gad was iulfilled
and in Jesus began a new and everlasting reign, a neign as
wide as it is ta lie enduring, for ta Hiii ail nations shahl
baw, and aIl His enemies shal lie put under His feet.
IIEstablished :" or I will, as in z Sai. 2: . 5. "lFor-
ever : " fulfilled in Jesus who lives farever. David dwelt
mucli upon this promise (see vers. 25.29, Psaims iS : 5o;
89 : 29) and David's kingdom does indeed continue faneven;
let us wla are the spiritual chuldnen ai faithful Abraham
bless God for the promise and for its fulfilment.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Topical Analysis.-(î) David's Plan 1-3 ; (2) reject-
ed liy Gad 4-7 ; (3) Gad's promise 8.16.

On the kiit tapic we may teacli that, the Plan of .David
was a good ont ; it was a rigît feeling that prampted the
idea, and allthougli, as we see, God did not allow its carry-
ing out, yet lie is flot reliuked fo.r the desire. David icît
how anamalous it was, that while he was dwelling in a
house ai cedar, a grand magnificent palace, that the ark ai
God should rest within the aid tent cavering that lad done
service tlirough the wiiderness jaunneyings ; then lie reîem-
bered aIl tlie gaadness ai God ta liiîseii, and tlie warm
feeling ai gr-atitude in lis lieart was anotlier motive ta lis
purpase. That God acceptedl tlie spirit ai thie service ai.
though lic did flot permit its fulfilment, we may lie sure
frai the laten verses in aur lessan, and frai the fact that
David was instructed ta make ail necessary prepanatic>ns ;
le was ta gather together all the materials and provide for
tlie cost ai tlie liuse tliat lie was neyer ta see. God lion.
ouncd him in penmitting him tlius ta lie the preparer ai tlie
waS'. Let us learfi and teadli from tliis, tliat nathing we can
give ta tlie service ai God and ta tlie sprcad ai tlie Gospel
is unacceptalile ta Gad, and altliougli it may flot do tlie
work we intended, or serve the pumpose we designed, it will,
in Gad's providence, do a work and serve a purpose tliat
shal lie ta H-is glary. Happy if we may lie the pianeers
only, doing the rough work and seeing not the beauty and
glory that is ta iollaw. Happ<y we, if we feel that ail we
have, ai means, influence and talents shouid lie consecnated
ta the service ai Gad.

On the second tapic let us explain wvly tlie purpase ai
David was nejected liy God. Tht timt had not thtn arrivtd
when it would lie fltting and desiralile. Jehavah during
the Soo yeans (an nearly so) ai the natian's existence had
dwelt in tent and tabernacle, and lad nat souglit froni any
ai the rulens fram Jashua ta David, a permanent sanctuany;
non did he need one, ion the Most High "Idwelleth nat
in temples made with hiands," a truth which Sahaman faint-
IV grasped, but whidli lad ta be tauglit in its iulness liy the
Master Hiîseli and liy His inspired apostle. (John 4: 25 ;
Acts 17 : 24.) Thene wene circunistances in the condition
ai the people, which as we may well believe, had ta do with
the Divine rejection ai the plan ; the nation was liardly as
yet ccnsolidated ; the house of David lad ta endure fon at
least a generation, and peace must lie establislied before it
was fitting tliat the Temple af Gad sliould lie builded.


