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1100(1 in Hini whlo hung upon it to purchase for us a triennially. This corresponds largoiy to tho Il Unions"'
coirinofl redenxption. in othier counitrics. One stop yet remains, to gathor

Accept, then, the salutations of your brethren across ai the Congregational churches of the world into an
the border, and respond, by sending a delegation to occasionai or decenniai Ecumnenical Convention. Your
our next National Counceil, whichi imeets the coming naost admirable Ywi' JJok in giving the numnber of
autumai. thiese churches iii the nîost scattered counties, showvs

Be assured that we have no cause for boasting, but the necessity of sucli a world-wide conference. For
rather for humiliation, thougli we numiiber nearly or' if yout feel lonely here iii the Domuinion, and cali for
qite four thousaxîd ehurcl'es (3,936 in 1882> for-, .t]iefellowslhipof your '' big brther," what nst bc said
wlien we look back upon our p.ast liistory, we are; of thiefew miission anidother chetrches inAfrica aid Asia
conipelled to say that we neglected our trust, and <gave and the islands of the sea ?Their solitude wi]l beconie
large parts of our hieritage unto others. At the inide- so unbearable, that they ilh seek; the fellowship of
pendence of the Republic, modelled after our forni of: others, if we do not shiow our sympathy for theni.
church goveromiient, ire stood foremnost in numuiibers: For. wivhaever niay be true of envirunintr in iii.ild-
and in influence. But through the earlieî' connection ingi plants and animnals, the influence of environnent,
cf Cliurch and State, and its subsequent entaxigling uotu polity is great. limperial Roine iras the petent
alliances, wirbili begat distruat of our polity as fitted maii;trix imi îhich iras conceived and nurtured papal
for the w.,<î, ive gave aiiay our ulportu1iity, which, Rome. And the chmuirches idanted by the iiioney and
like the ol)portunities of youtlî, cani neyer corne again. toils and i)rayers of free churches, if negiected, id
lYe gave oui- nmuoney and mci to huild up centralized; growv up, encircled by other influences, to contenin the
svstemns. amîd received in returni a, iaturai recomupense, 'liberty wvlich our fathers purchîased at se great a price,
pity and contempt. And this our' folly lias worked te ofbod Neogit, therefore, C) environ theni îvith
vour disadvantage. We have fallen fm'om the fore- jsympathies anîd fellowship), so that they mla'y feel in
Miost rahhk, to a p)lace sonieîvhat iii the reai'. Thmat this: theiî' struggles the support of the fraterniity of sister
is mut due to any defeot in our polity, is proved by flic churches the world around. T, thig end aIl our
fact that tîme l3aptists have hed the second r.iiîk ail churches shîould meet statedly, or as occasion may
througli our histori- as a nation. icquire, niot unly in the joys of a jubilee celebratioxi,

Another miistake our fathers miade, which lias hinl- but iii the w ork, counsels, uiiity of an Ecunenical
dered our growth. The' held that the niiniistry is Coîîveltion. T1his our principles require, in oider to
s pastoral relation, anîd that an ordaiîîed man «ut î'eachi tIse compîeteness of tIhe manifested kingdoni of
cf tlîe officiai pastorate of a clîurch iras ipsu Judoe heaven.
oct of tlîe iniistr-V, and ccuid get back into the Our w'<rk is cm-gent and l>resh)rous: The supphy
niiistry again uniy by a second ordination, caîled dtoes not keep) pace îritm the denîand. The calîs of
installation. This <nîr English brethiren rejected, God at home and abm'oad are cumulative. Our cry is,
and se rec<gn-,iitioni there and with you took the men and mioney. Only 2,994 churches reported their
place of installation wv th us. But tIse evil came benevolent contributions for 1882, amotinting t 'o
in the mlattei' of ministerial standing, wlîich, by Q1 ,383,685.90 ;and enly 2,256 churches reported their
the theory, w-as only lieid in the local cîsurcli, in hionie or parochuial exîenditures, irbicl amiounted to
the hands of the liity. A churcli, by renîeving its 1,2,934,027.8-1 additional. However large this surn of
pastor, deposed imi fi-on the n)ini.stry ;and it iras '84,31î,713. 74 miay seein for piety freely to give, it is
therefore lîeld responsible for its iniister as a iniis- little, wlhen mieasux'ed by our ability* and our duty."
ter and as a niemnbei. N'lien this theory of the min- 'Thanks be unto Godi for Bis unspeakable gift."
istry grave way for tîme true one, no p)rovision iras made, Ius the prosecutimi of our work, ive, lîke you, are
for accountable iisterial standing ;that staxîdina, troubled by enig(rating ministers and members. They
iras suffered to lie around loose, and oui' cîmurchies have go fri'on country to city, fromi Lown te town, front
sifféred froni bad ininisters, as nu doubt yours liai-c State to State. It is liard keeping the fountains full
done. 'Ne are labouring to locate niniistermal standing- yet, the fouatains feed the sea. Our country churches
where both liberty anld purity shaîl ho consorved. ;feed the cities. It is easior and better te toacli the
This, as ive viow it, is tîse great problein of unity and! boy thart the man ; ve must îîot thoreforo noegleet the-
purity under liberty, destined to corne into the front, !country cherchecs. It is in theni that' the tixnber
since unity and purity under force have preved impos- i s largely fashiotiod whichi makes the pillars of tIse
siblo. city churches. \Ne must train in town anmd city churches

Mille our past prcsperity has thus beon hindecred, the chiîdren in the faith and poîity w-e love, that our
ive are, nevertheioss, liopef ci for the future. Our, churchoes niay stand firin and pros<er.
polity is noir reecolnized by sehiolars as that of the We lhav-c an increase iii our population fronr abroad
primitive churches." This is a inighty vantage grcund, -of ncarly or quite sei-en n' Ilions eîery decade. To
whicls irili ultimiately prove decisive. l{aving vindi-' meet rhis demané, our energios are taxod te their
Cated that, enrv herches are exhibiting on tue lineocf 'utmest. But yen ie aise a great North-West, des-
their fulIl independence, in the management cf thseir tined te ho a iighty empire. Plant it witli free and
ojwn affair- the unity for îvhich Christ prayed. To 'pure chuî-ches. 0cr mark is o, ivhethmer on this or
this churcli fellowshiip inu statedl gatlserings, muiinisterial i that side cf the line.
associations, and ur societies for benevolence and 1W hile thmis work cf redeeming the irorld is heavy
missions, liai-e been stopping- stones in tise States. Se 1 upen cur hsearts, ire shaîl fin(" '<cm for nie new depart-
that now 0cr chîurclîes are gathiered into District Asso- i tires ini theohogy. The îvcrk is urgent <mour tools are
ciations, iii îhich miiniterial.standing is largely held the grand old doctrines -which have stood the tests cf
thon into State Associations. nîeeting annualhy; and eihte cetrCadiheshieoe enpo
in a widening circie inte the Nýatienal Ceuncil, mneetimng chaimed in perieds cf religions awakening and cou-


