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'l'ie Autuninal Meeting Of thc CONROATIaÂ'ONÂrL UNION Or Euglau1d audJ
W aies, hid ln Liverpool on the l3th of October, and thrc following days,
ivas niarkied in a lîigli dcgrc by a spirit of uuity, carnestucas, and dcvotion
to principles. 'l'lie subjeets wlîich principnlly cngagcd tic attention of' the
meceting wcrc Lay Agcucy, British Missions, and Trust Deeds. 'lihe foirmer
is cvidcutly tie question of the day, both iu Eg a nd this couuitry-how
bcst, to cuîploy thc iayin of' the churches iwho have thc ability and Uic wvilI
to dIo good ; liow bcst to supplemnt, tie labouirs of pastors, by carrying the
wvord of G4Jd iuto niiibourhoods wliere it is iuadvisable to loruî churches
anîd to pluce a ininister. Thie reniarks of Mr. %Lorley on tlîis subject, wcrc
wortby of serjous notice.

Il Ic liad been struclc %itli the rapid extension of Uhc Primitive Methiodiist So-
city-a body wvhicli waîs doing, a vast anint of good tîrougiout the cotuntry,
and thcro -%vs one fact with respect to it whicli slhowed tho iimportanc2 t) it of lay
ageney. Althougli the body nunibered 0,000 prcoching atittions, tiiero iwere only
800 ininisters. Nowv lie hîad, observed tiiot in a very large nuniber of Iudepeudent
churches the~ ministers were in circuinstatices of deep depression. Potsture wvere
axious to remove, and the peuple vrero often as anxiuus Lu get. tlîem awaîy. lucre
was nîo cuhiesion betwcen Uhe meuibers and uiinister. WVhat was needed was thtt
thaey sitould be brouglit more frequcntly into loving co-operation %viti une another.
A ininister lu thc North uf England lad told lîim Umait ont of 350 inenîbers belon-
ging to hie churcli, there were not more than fifry doing active wvork for the Lord.
Siirely Unit wns a wrong state of tlîings, and doubtless if it could be reiîedicd
the progress of the chiurcli would bc nîncli more rapid."

lucre is no reoson that lay agency should flot ho cniployed among us in a
far larger deg-rce than it lias lîithcrto bccu ; our syiteîin is expansive enouli1
to enibrace, it in its widest operations. Ainongy al1 denornlations, and not
lcss in the E-'piseop-iliani tlîan others, tLicre is a growing conviction thiat iL is
thQ duty of ail Chîristians of botli sexes to join in the work of' the Lord, and
that it is one grea t duty of pastors to sec that the mnibers of their churches
are thus enîployed ; an ijie churcli is an anonînly, it is worse, it is a sin, it
is treason argainst the Lord and Master, and wc rejoice in the protfs that the
ehurclies are olive to tlîeir duty ia this xîatter ; it is a greater carncest of the
sprend of the gospel thon millions of dollars eontributed year by ycar to send
out iiissionaries, or to scatter the Bible over the ]and. When cvcry menîber
of cvery cburch, or even the bulk of' theni, are heartily at work for the Lord,
then, and flot until then moay we expect such an outpouring of succcss as
shahl indicate tic dawn of the latter day giory.

he meeting on Congregational prineiples was a noble one ; we do not
renieniber to have read any speeches on the subjeet which more coaiplettly
conmnanded our approval ; altlioughi the speakers were ail licarty ini tlîeir
adherencc to Cong-reg-ationalistix, yet it was in submission to the wvord of God
anîd to Christ-no cxalting the system at the expense of the truth, no blind
unrcaisoiing, adhcsion to iL because it was Congrcgationalism, as Dr.Vaugban
ivcll said :t

"You bave heard, a great deal tlîis evening about our prineiples, and a stranger
might: suppose that; we were in danger of attacluing undue importance Lu Uîeaî.
Nuw 1 du not mean to say that there le no danger of that kind, but 1 di mîean to
say thiat there je not; another denomination in Cbri8tendom so froc froin thiot
wegkness. You will hoar a great deal more la our pulpits against trîîeting in


