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'T;_gmimmmc SYSTEM AND TB.'E TEXTILE TRADES.

» sty

"he .mc(nc systcm of wexghta and meaSurcs was
one of the _many outcomes of the French revolution.
tlnt grcat upln,aval which turmed LEurupe topsy-turvy
“in. s0 many different ways. At the ose- of the
~cxo'htceuth century, there were, perhaps, a hundred
) (hffcrcnt systems of weighing and measuring articles
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“in France, cach province and distnict having its own .

']d_éal customs. A commission of scientific men was,
appointed to frame a simple system which should be
adopted by the whole country. The result was the
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‘.mémé systom, by wluch all measures were based on
“the decimal systear of notation, in the first place, and
- in the Sccond pTa-c all measures, whetha of length,
" weight, ared, volume or capacity, were related ta cach
other. How sismple this is can be apprma\ul by a
study of tl:. chart of the metric system, ravends pub
o ‘h§ g{i by the proprietoss of this Journal  The catre
: of wenghts and measores is he
"e sheet, arfd thé wible systam ma o uear
ing ‘the derls?tmn of the words used. This chan.
- which can. ‘be had at ten cents, shoula be in the pus
ﬁcssmn of everyane connected with the toatin tadeos
and all’ other tradus for that matter—anut wnly bocans
. ', of fHe Fzx juebt and gre ing use of metric terms w the
mx!l an d dy‘nhouse, but «s'an ohject lesson demonstrat
'mg ‘thie superiority of the metric system for cveryday
g"‘i:sta\t We do’ not hesitate to.gay that half an hour’s
; smay; by any person of average intcdbigence wall enably
)\,mr ‘to hndeétstand thc principles of the system. an
SN "h_gxijﬁe réac‘ler gox.s back to his school-days and
i'elnumbefs the, days O study required to master vas
'b\»'n tables of wcxghts and.measures, he wi. appreciatc
“whiat the fuetric. Systcm savey in time and study 1) any
begmner. Indeed, it is esumatecf that to the average
" mar in the average Bu.iness of life and basing  an
ayei'agc amount of “ﬁgurmg, the change from our
comphcated Englsh systetu 0 the mictnic  systum
would mean a saying of three Qr four years I actiial
time “In Other’ words, the average man could hawc
three or four years added to’ his life, or saved fue
other work; Take I:nghsh weights as an example
‘the mnecessan; comphcatums of the system we labur
under, - Weliave a-table of A\voxrdupms weight for
'ordmar} coninierce; a- table cal!ed "Apothecaries’
weight, used-by. druggists, nd :mother called Tray
.weight, used for the weighing of preclous metals, be-
sidés the: wexght for weighing precious stones. Now
all these various -purposes could be served by one
simple- table of a greater ragge, and the metric <ystem
providés-it; It nct only provides it, but by a table
based on our decimal system of notation —that is ten
measures of one denomination make onc of the mext
ngher; wheteas in our English weights the numbers
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