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been subject to the tariff in Western Omtario, in con-
sequence of which demoralization of rates has reigned
supreme in respect to that business, and an <ffort has
been made towards reforia, the oflices agrecing to fix
a tariff, provided a certain company joins the Toronto
Board.

Rate of Commission ~"T'his has been a sore puint fou
some time back, as with the mcrease of the number of
companies the competition has been growing very & een,
and as with a tariff rates could not easily be cut, there
have been doubtless some who have paid agents a
higher commission in order to secure business, and
upon discovery the other companies of course fullowed
suit, the tendency thus being to gradually run up the
ratio of expenses  An atteinpt has been made to rectify
this, the agreement being that outside of Montreal,
Toronto and Quebeg, 15 per cent. shall be tie maxi-
mum commission paid to any agent, and as in under-
writers' assoc .ations, as in matrimony, mutual conces-
sions have to be made ; so while some new companies
may feel that their aggressive weapon has been blunted,
they should not forget that there are some old compa-
nies, who, having agents, district or general, outside
the three towns named, to whom they have hitherto
paid over 15 per cent., will have to make a reduction.

have the concurrence of all the companics (one or two
not having been represented at the meeting) ; and fur-
ther, it is only binding on the condition that the tariff
for three year risks above mentioned be formed.

Sprinkied Risks—Hitherto the allowance for auto-
matic sprinklers has been 15 per cent, off the rate with
the 75 per cent. co-insurance clause. This, we under-
¢ and, remains in force, but the allowance will be
increased to 25 per cent. if the go per cent. co-insurance
clause be attached,—a fair concession.

Firemen's Picnies.— An endeavor wasmade to legislate
upon this subject, but it was felt to be impossible,
although the absurdity of insurance companies sub-
scribing towards the removal for some hours of fire
protection from a town was fully admitted.

Rates on Dicellings in Provinee of Qucbec~"The rates
on dwellings in ** A’ and ** B " towns in this province
have been slightly reduced, which, we believe, will only
affect Sherbrooke at present, since it is the only town
classed “ B, and there are none in the province classed
" P.. "

There were of course a large numbe; of other matters
which came up before the annual meeting for discussion
and disposal ; but we think we have given our readers
not only all those which may be of interest, but quite
sufficient to show that the association has not only done
good work, but that it is still in a healthy, vigorous
condition. The time of the late president, Mr. Duncan-
Clark, having expired, of course Mr. A. T. Paterson,
of the Pheenix of London, was elected president, while
equally, of course, Mr. Thomas Davidson of the North
British and Mercantile was made second vice-president,
with Mr. Thomas Wood as vice-president in Ontario,
and Messrs. McLean and Hadrill as sccretaries. The
association has a most efficient set of officers, and does

) well as financial,
Before the agreement, however, can beratifierd, it must |
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not appear to have any present intention of bringing
its carcer of usefulness to an end.

\We obsve in the daily press that the Jhaarman of
the Fire Committer of the City Cuundil, cogether with
the chief of the fire brigade, has suggested to ame or
two of the offices that a city inspector should be
appointed ana * id for by the five insurance companies
with authority to cuter into and report on the condition
of any Lailding , but as nothin, official las yet been
communicated to the Undetwrniters Association, we be-
lieve, we will merely remark tist for acity which
first taxes fire insurance cow .anies reanvily, and then
declines to insure the imunicipal proiarty, to »o tuch
as sugges! that it should huve the advantage of the
inspection of its buildings at the expuerse of the com-
panies from whom it extorts taaes witheut any corres-
ponding compensation, is ~nly such “*check ' as can
be found within the walls ot our vwn City Hall

A SUGGESTIVE RETROSPEC " JN 1921.
A SON'S LETTER BRINGS TO LIGHT A 3AD DEATH.
Bi.  CFORD, Nov 1§, 1g21.
DEAR FATHER (~—

A society is being organized herejealled the « Home Protec
tors.” It proposes to pay £1,0c0 at death and an allowance of &¢
weekly during sickness or disability.  Its object is fratern1 as
It charges mambers at age 20 for adl pue-
posts only gocents per mont’! . Some of the older finaucial mes
and the life underwriters sax that e sodicty cannot exist at
the rates charged, and poiat to the nuuerous failuies of similar
socictics about twenty-five and thinty years £1. I think it
must be sound, or the Rev. would not lend his nane and
influence as Supreme President. Twould like your advice, as
you will remember all about the detunct sucicties referred to,

Your aflectionate som,
JOHN FAITHECUL,

THE Maxsw, ITamiLtoN, Nov. 17, 1921.

MY DEAR SON '— L.
I am pleased that you have cousulted me before joining the

society. About thirty or forty years #go, socicties, called frater-
nal, but really assussmcut surance concerns, flooded  ths
country with thor literature.  Thair organizers swartmed around
cvery village corner. Many of my fcHow-ministers took an
active part in organizing and promoting t"em. Our churches
were opened for Sunday parades, and encomiums were heaped
upon institutions that have proved themselves worse than the
once famous lotteries. Enticing schemes were prepared for the
avaricious, a small outlay would secure $10w or $2,cc0  The
fraternal feeling in man was appealed to from the brotherhood
standvoint ; the vain clement was reachied through the allure-
me* . of some petty office. Every village must have oune of
each of the existing societies, until the whole country seemed
society mad. The short-lived assessment endowment concerns
had their origin in that day. They caught only the most
gullible, the fraud being too *oparent. I cannot give you a
better idea of the »al and far :eaching disaster that followed
than by relating a chapter from my pastoral expericncee.

Just twenty years ago to-night, as I was about to retire, a
loup rap was heard at 1y door. The messenger excitedly and
earncstly besought me 12 visit a man dying in great 2:gmish,
In a few moments I +vas following my unknown and myste-
rious gnide. Heled me throngh the best streets, than along
Drunhard's Alley, up a flight of steps that swayed to and fro as
we mounted them into a garret. There lay a form cvidently
once noble, the lofty brow, the well-fitting though worn gar.
ments and the cultured appearance indicated plainly that the
sufferer had scen tetter days.  Soothing his fevered brew and
uttering a benediction, I hoped to draw his attention from his
pain and then fix his mind on the future. The man's counte-



