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TheoILondon Mutur-1 Pire Insurance Company has, we
are infornîed, retired from Prince Edward Island. is rates
for commercial risks were certainly very low, for instance
-a school was writtcn at xi/2 per cent for three years, and
stores 2 per cent, fer thrcc )-cars. l'le stock compiny which
new has these risks gets i Y2 and 2 lier cent. pet annum res-
pectiveiy, which are the regular tariff rates. But then it
nmust be remembered that the stock companues have net
ger fatrners' notes te fa»l back on, if nccessaty, te pay the
iesses on commercial risks.

The Annuai Report of the Ininurance Inspector et
Ontario is in one respect pcrhaps the niost sorry-looking
document of the kind that faits inte our hands. The comn-
panies that figure in it are numerous cnotîgh almost te fill a
New York report, but the aggrcgate et ait their responsibili-
ties would not mnake a first u-ass Anierican fire office. This
is et course ne reflection on the officiai who has charge et
thera, fier dees it follow that his labors are light in prepor-
tien ; the work et watching such a crowd of littie tellews,
whose principal assets are on palier, nîay easily be greater
than that cennected with an equal ntumbcr of substantial
corporations.-Ins. .Afonitar.

Hluf,P.Q.-A correspondent sends us the folfowing: "l'le
corpora-on et Hull is making rapid progress towards pro-
tection against a recurrence et disastrous lires; since May
iast the counicil dccided upen a system et water distribution
throughout the more cxposcd parts et the city, the ground
was surveycd, plans drawn, site chosen for motive power,
contracts effected for construction, and the work is now se
far advanced as te assure its completion before Nov. ist
next. The rebuilding is ot better class, white upon the main
street and principal business portions et the city ail new
erectiens must centorm te lire by-law oftthe corporation, and
be substantially first class.

The abourd notion in prevalcut that 1lite insurance pre-
niiums are already tee high, and that for a small sum yeariy
a man can insure bis lite and carry it right along tilt he
wishes te cease. If you were te ask sorme et these wiseacres
how much they thought would be sufficient te ctet sudh a
contract, they would say, Iloh about 8 10 a year per$:,1 ooo ,
knowing ne more about the real cost of insurance than des
a waggen, and caring. perhaps, less. The reai tact is, that if
the rates et intcrest keep on decreasing as they have, the
rates for lite insurance will shortly have te be advanced, as
the prmuswiIl have te bc calculated on three or three
and=hi e cent. interest. The premiums are as lew as
they cao bc mnade and niake the centract sure.- Argus,
Chicago.

The Clonelaldfe Insursnce.-'*A reliable gentleman et
Charlotte, N. C., whosc name we will give upion proper de-
mand, writes us, under date et JUly 2, as feliews: IlThe
late Col. J. hl. Ivey, et Rock H ill, S. C., was « insured'
in these twe cenceras (the Mutual Reservc Fund Lite Asso-
ciation and the Mutuai Trust Fund Lite Association). He
died September i i, 1885, and his poiicy in the Mutual Re-
serve was adjusted a tew days ago at fifty cents on a dollar;
white in the ether cŽýmpany lis representatives have se far
been unable te realize anything, but, 1 understand, are
offered thirty cents on a dollar. Col. Ivey liad two policies
in the Equitabie, which were paid (te Williams, B3lack &
Ce., ot New York) the day the proots were received."-
Insurance, N. Y.

The Population of Victoria and IIow South Wsics:
.. ccording te a telegramn just received, the population et
VictL- 4a, which steod at 973,403 in june î885, and at 99:,-
839 in Deceniber Iast, now qzxceeds :,eoo,oee. At the
saine uie, we may mention that according te the returfis
reccntiy given in these celumus, the population et New
Sou#fr Wales ini December lust was 980,573,having increascd

59,305 in 1885. At the sane- rate of increase in 1886, the
population of New South Wales on the 3oth of this month
will be 1,000,341, SO that it may bc said that both colonies
have reachced their sevcntli figure together. These estimatcs
will, it should bc pointed out, bc open to adjustmcnt when
the ncxt census is takcn, the estimates ftom ycar to year
flot always having bcen found to be vcry accuratc, but it
may bc taken for granted that thcse two colonies arc both
oft hcm rcaching the million in course of the current ycar
-Britsh Ausira/asian.

Iom of Life at Sea.-By a return issued recently
we Icarti the number of masters and scamen lest in vessels
belonging te the United Kingdom by sea cabualtics during
eachi of the nine years ended 3othl june, 1885, exciuding lives
lost in Hcr MNajesty's ships and fishing vessels. 'lhe lives
lost in steara vessels in 1876-77, the first year of the series,
was 509, and in sailing vesseis 1,220. They dccreased to
455 and 781 rcspectavely in 1877-78, but ro!c in 18SI-82 te
913 and 1.508 respectively, these being thc highest totals in
one year during the whole period covcrcd by the rcturn.
'1he lowest total loss of life ivas in 1884-85, the last year in
the rcturn, when the loss by steamships was 666, and by sait-
ing slips 551. The number of tives lost at sea in fishing

vsel, bthstan and sailing, was 313 in x876-77, hl
in the three following years it droppcd to Si, 6t, and 73 res-
pectively, springing up again in 1880-81 to 326, and in
1881-8a to 590, since when it has graduaily decreased te
160 in 1884-85.

The oontingcnt commission plan no doubt often works
very satistactorily, but it does flot seem te have donc s0
in the case of Lorenzo Dimick, ot Bufflio. He represented
the Continental, Thames and Mersey, the Union and Insur-
ance Company of Pennsylvania, and did for them a very

lgeiniand marine business. He has, howcver, been con-
vited of ilélony and sentenced to>five years in the peniten-
tiary, for having deliberately reinsured a large amount of the
business of the Continental, after kngwing that the vesseis
had been iost. If no loss occurrcd the Continental got the
full prenîitm, but if a loss did occur it had only to pay a
smiall fraction of the sura assured, ail the balance having
been considerately reassured by Dimick in his other coin-
panies at the-last moment. It is aiieged that lie foilowcd
this course for the purpose et securing the large contingent
commission offéred by the Continental, which was his favor-
ite company. 1It is only fair, however, to add that the Con-
tinental dlaims te believe stili that Mr. Dimick is innocent.

The Âmicable of London Eng. In Septcmbcr, z885,
the flour mili of Rush & Sprague at Lcavenworth, Kan.,
was destroyed, proving a total loss, with nearly $70,000 in-
surance. Among the policies held by the firm was one for
$3000 in the Amnicable et Lon don. issued by Grubb, Paxton
& Ce., atterrneys for the United States. Proofs were made
and submnittcd te them, but the dlaim was flot paid. In
january, r 886, Rush & Sprague sent their attorney te
Indian.apolis te collect the dlaim tram the attornecys. He
was given a draft on the home office of the company in
London, and aIse an agreement that if said draft was flot
paid whe presented they (Grubb, Paxton & Co.) would
pay the dlaim theniselves. The London draft wvas rcturned
protcsted, with a statement under officiai seal that lie was
unabie te find either the company or its reîauted officials.
Thereupon Rush & Sprague drew a draft on G., P. & Co.,
which was aiso returned protested. On the 7th inst. a suit
was instituted in the Superior Court at Indianapolis te
entorce the agreement, wherein Grubb, Paxton & Ce. miade
themseives personally hiable, Finch & Finch bcing piaintifi's
atterneys.-'nvestgator, Chicaga.

Ignormioe of Pire Inaunoae.-Many average people,
says Insurance Commissioner Oliver Pillsbury, of New
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