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John Carroll,
Archbp. of Baltimore.

By Grorer: L. Savaak.
{The writer of the following essay wa=

land of liberty and equality tho chureh,
uaaided and unimpeded by state ald or
interferonco. strong in tho Gospel of
Teuth, marching on to ﬁroawt and
nobler conquests. I need not here
onumorate the manifold services rendor-
ed to his country during the war for
Indopendonce. Soflico it to say that
that u:oy wore of the greatest value to

tho into1n the I

for the valunble silver medal awarded Ly
i Lordship, Bishop Dawling, of lhmii
ton, to the student of 8t. Michuel = College,
“Toronto, prosonting the beat paper un some
subject {1 American Chureh llmori‘. In
January the name of John Carroll, firs
Rishopin the United States, was anuounced
ag thesubjuct chosen for ihna year- 1nree
of the best wrior. of the Collegs cntered
the contest, and the result was three e
collont esanys of which that of Mr. Savage
was considored the best. The winner of
ho medal {s an Amertean atudent. helong-
ing to Ogdeushurg siiocese—a brithiant and
tnﬁmtod young man, having completed a
very successinl coursc in Toronto, where
ho has also made many friends  We wish
the young gentleman successin his future
tife, which, «o doubt not he will meet
in lottors, or in the socinl sphore; and wo
think he will bo well fitted to uphold the
Tionor and dignity of the pricstheod in the
iand of tho star-spangled banner.1

The nome at the head of this paper
recolls to our mind the momory of a
man of o warm, generous heart that
wag in unison with his time and with
his country ; tho memory of & man that
1nid the foundation of the Catholic
Church in the United States on n firm
and unimperishable basis; thie memory
of a man of liborality, of diplomacy.
action, prayer. whosoevory thought and
act was for the improvement of mankind
and tho greater honor and glory of God.
Those are o fow of the pictures that
flash upon the imagination whon the
words Archbishop Carroll greet the' eyoe
or fall upon the attentive ear. Lo nar-
rato hastily tho biography, and to sketeh
in the briefest manner tho character of
Johin Carroll is alt that I aim at in this
888y,

The name of John Carroll indicates
tho noble race from which ho sprung,ss
woll as tho creed begueatbed him by his
fathors. DBorn from a family in whose
voins coursed tho blood of royalty, he
was himscl & man of royal nobleness;
bub the placo and surroundings of hig
birth were far removed from the scones
of regal pomp. In o distant proviuce
among the wilds of the American forest
tho child dostined ia after years to add
new lustre to the Catholic Church was
born in 1785, Ilis parents were wealthy
and of liberal cducation; neverthieless ab
tho first dawn of reason young Carroll
percoived that Lo was of a raco and
crood that was hated and roviled by
thoso that dwelt about him, Ihs esrli-
ost recollections wero thoso of ly
and contempt for nis religion showored
upon him by thecompanions of hischild-
hood, Their taunts and jecrings sad-
Aoned his childish heart but weakened
nob his faith ; nay, rathor thoy enkind-
led bim to more fervent oxercises of
iet{ in roparation for the insults offered

tho deviders of his faith to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in tho Blessed Sacra-
went.

At this timo tho Catholics of Mary-
land wore ostracized from tho society of
tho stato and the schools wero closed
against their children. The Catholic
parent musi, oithor scek schools else-
Whero for his children or rear them in
ignorance—tho latter an alternativo
over repuguant to the feelings of a
Catholic father. Thercf‘ore, 84 8 con-

the cause, and wore Ro recog-
mized by Washington snd Frankliu,
men moat capable of appreciating truo
merit.

At length, when victory liad crowned
the suflerings and sacrifices of the
sturdy pateiots Father Carrcll contored
atl law zeal aud talent in the task of
building up and organizing the church
m the young Republic. e had beon
appointed Superior of the clergy in 1784,
ot o timo twhen the interests of the
chureh wera in the worst possible condi-
tion. The fow priests that were 1n the
country yiolded obedienco to no one.
Fach covered as much forritory, or ns
little, as ho liked in his missionary
field : made his visits to his proplo when
and as he plensed. There was no sys-
tom. ne order, in the work - all was con-
fusion. No causo however _rightcous
could succeed under such conditions,and
no man kuew this bettor than Fathor
Carroll.  Still, in his present position,
he was powerless to improve the
efficioncy of the Church. DPriesta that
have grown old in frecdom from se-
clesiastical supervision and government
refused to yicld obedienco to a man no
highor in cFmrch authority thau them
golves. Without & firm, broad-mmded,
diplomatic bishop, & bishop tliat svould
16 m tonch with the times and with tho
people, little or nothing could bo done
towards the organization and improve-
ment of Church affairs At last the
Holy Father, over watchfal for the
intcrests of his children, added all that
was needed for the complete triumph
and futurc prosperity of the Catholic
Church in tho United States b{}ufmoint-
ing John Carroll Bishop of Baltimoro
e ecclosinstical authority 20
over the entire conutry.

Bishop Carroll, now raised to tho full
power of tho apostles, and clothed with
all nocessary authority, entered upon a
ﬁmml constructive policy. The task

eforo him was §re.1£ and his policy was
ju proportion. 1t was a policy not suit-
ed for an emorgenoey, hor g 8go, but for
all time; a policy which, followed to its
logical conclusion, bas mado tho Catho-
lic Church in tho United States what it
is to.day—the most vigorous aud the
most flourishing institution in that pro-
gressive country. He fiest made o visib
%o all the Catholic towns of tho country
sl noted tho interests and needs of
cach community. Noxt he summoned
tho priests to $ho firsi Catholic Council
in Amorica. In this Council laws for
tho government of tho dioceso and the

uvidauce of the pricsta wero enacted,

o vach pricst & definito torritory was
assigned as tho_fiold of his pastoral
labors. Then, dismissing his priests
with words of enconragement and ad.
vice, he turncd his attoution to mafters
of education.

‘Phere were no Catholic schools, col-
leges or somivaries i tho country,
"Mlieso wore absolutely necessary for the
well-being of the Church, and” Bishop
Catroll sct about to provide them. In
1791 Georgotown opened its halls to
Catholic atudonts, and tho year follow-
ing Mt. St. Mary's, of Baltimore, wis
ready for occupancy. The bright,
talonted Ameritan youth came in num-
hors to thoso halis of learning. The
way was now opoued for tho traiuiug of
pative clergy, and tho zealous Bishop
felt confident of ultimato succesd.

Pho Sisters of Mercy, founded by
Mrs, Seton, also opened schools for the
education of young women, built hos.
pitals for the alloviation of the sick and
suffering, and erected asylums for tho
caro of the aged and the protection of
tho fatherless, Schools, scminarics,

of I p
John Carroll, at an early ago, was torn
from ail the comforts and tender at-
tachments of home, and sent to tho
Josuit College of St. Omers in France.

1t would bo both interesting and pro-
fitable could we follow bis career, stop
by stop, from tho day he entered St.
Omer's down to tho last day, when, in
the fulness of years, with the peaco and
consolation of the Church he liad served
5o well, ho closed his eyes upon the
world forover and commended his soul
to God. In his life at college wo would
bo ablo to read lessons of faithfulness
to duty, obedienco to rule, and devotion
at prayer. At St. Omor's we would sco
him ﬁlyling with ability aud distinction
the chair of moral philososmy. We
would fiad him inculcativg lossons of
morality and virtuo, monlding the char-
actors and filling with xeal the hearts of

oung mou soon to go forth to break the
Kresﬂ of life to poor, famishing souls,
somo in tho crowded streets of populons
citics, others in the dosart wilds of
Latbavic countries. We would sco him
giving up pareats, home and_conatry,
and oxchanging wealth, landed estates,
and sl the honors of the world for tho
black robo of the Jesuit, A littlo later,
in 1778, when it had pleased the Holy
Father to suppress the Society of Jesus,
wo would see him bearing up with more
than Christian fortitudo under the great-
st sorrow of his life, aud yiclding hum-
blo and cheerful obedience to the Sce of
Peter. All these would furnish profitable
subjecta for discussion ; but a1 it is witn
the work, character and policy of John
Carroll in connection with tke American
Church that Catholics of this continent
a0 most docply interested, his
Furopean hfe. in an esm of this char-
actor will be more wisely. passod over
and our attention directed to his labors
and achievements in Aworica.

The yoar 1774 marks the begi

pitals zud asyluws, all the append.
ages necessary for tho success of the
Church, were vow provided. In overy
quarter the Churck was prosperous,
advancing, conquering. The pricsta
ralliod round their Bishop and the lait;
round their priests. All were united,
zealous, progrossive.

Amidst all this prosperity Bishop
Carroll laid tho corner stouo of the
prosent Cathedrat of Baltimoro in 1806,
and in the ovening of his lifo biad tho
great pleasuro auc. ‘satisfaction of dedi-
cating tho first cathedral in the United
Statos to tho service of God forever.
During the first twenty years of Bishop
Carroll's administration tho Catholics
of tho country had increased ten fold in
population and wealth. The work of

overning tho whole Church had now

ccome too great for the declining
strength of Bishop Carroll. According-
ly, in 1808, tho Pope xaised Baltimore
to tho diguity of a Metropolitan Sce
with four suffragan diocescs in the eccle-
siastical province,

For ton years Archbishiop Carroll
remained tho head, the ornament and
the glory of the hicrarchy of the United
States.  The closing years of his life
wero like a beautiful sinsot; they were
peaceful, shedding a flood of plorious,
mellow light over the entire Church.
All Amoricans venerated him, all Catho-
lics loved him. Bus the ovening was at
hand, and a grand, noblo, inspiring life
was rapidly drawing to its closo, A lite
for after yoars to study and to imitate,
a life that left behind it * footprints on
tho sands of time,” a hfc that is both a
model and a guide to all students M;f}:-
ing to the holy pricsthood was tho life
of John Carroll, .

At an oarl, nﬁ;&, under the firm rule of
the Jesuits, ho had learned to couquer
himself. This first greatvic!ory‘% ned
;vihon but a boy, paved the way fof all
his b i

g of
that long contest between Engiand and
Amori lonies which resulted in

q and placed him
among t}m leaders of mankind, His

her

tho birth of $ho United States as a freo
and indopendent nation. The first alarm
of war aroused all the patriotic feclings
of Carroll'snoblo Irish heart and recalled
hitm to the land of his birth, thero to lay
ab the foet of tho patriot leadors all the
rosources of his versatile mind, his
powerful pen, his persuasive cloqucuce,
and his sound diplomacy.

Side by side with his patriotic cousin,
Charles Carrolt, of Carrollton, lie worked
with all the intouso carncatness of his
noble soul for thosuccess of his conutry's
cause snd tho greater glory of God's
church. For ho saw with almost pro-
phetio vision tho euccess of the one
carried with it tho glory of tho other.
e looked into tho future and saw in &

g was sound, his heart was
‘a.rge, his charity groats fiis pledy, his
fervor and his zeal intonse. }Vou d you
have groof of all theso qualitios look to
his achiovoments, and there you may
read them in lotters of living light.
But bis life is now at su ond, his labors
over, lis reward at hand. In his quict
homo in Baltimore, sucrounded by his
sorrowing pricste, on & silent ovening in
1817, Archbishiop Carroll, who mn‘); be
justly called tho father of the Catholic
Church in the United States, ;‘mld the
dobt of nature, and stood before the
judgment soat of God, thero to hear the
words, ** well done, thoa good and faith-
ful setvant.” Such in brief is tho life
and works of Join Carroll, patriot,
pricet and bishop.
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