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THE INDIAN PROBLEM.

&3ev. D. M Gonrox, the zealous and
public-spirited ministey of Kunox
Church, Winnipeg, was for some time
@& in the North-West as one of our
S@L 5% Chaplains. He travelled much and
observed closely, and he has vindica-
ted for himself the right to be heard on the
Indian question. Any views énunciated by
him will carry great weight. Mr. Gordon
considers the Half-breed troubles virtually
settled. They never had grievances that jus-
tified rebellion, and the swift and sure pun-
ishment which has fallen upon them wiil
teach them a lesson for the future. Attention
is now dirccted to the Indians. Mr. Gordon
thinks the marvel is that the restless tribes,
deprived of the buffalo, did not find an earlie:
oceasion for disturbing the peace. The buffalo
vanished with the suddenness of a tropical
night. To the Indian this meant the loss ot
his old employmeat and nearly all his old
sources of foud and comfurt. Amy who are
familiar with the remarkable success of Mr.
Duncan in his mission among the Indians at
Metlahkatla, on our Pacific coast, know that
his success was due in no small degree to the
introduction of a variety of occupations amonyg
the Indians. .Although he found that some
of them were skilful in carving and in some
few other kinds of work, yet their great ocen-
patiou was fishing, just as the great occupation
of our prairie Indians was bunting. He, him-
self, learned various trades in order to teach
the Indians, and sent some of the Indians to
Victoria to learn cther tiades, and by degiees
he built up a community with all the variety
of occupations to be found iu any village of
Ontarin, except that of whiskey trading. {tis
as yet premature to speak of the success of
the industrial schools among the Indians; but
if a variety of occupations be taught to the
boys and girls, it will go far towairds making
the rising generation uscful and self-supporting
citivens. The tribal relation must be broken
up aud abolished. This wiil take time, but
the sooner the family relation and individual
regponsibility are recognized as the basis of
societv among the Indians, as they are among
the whites, the hetter for all concerned Let
the lund he held and cultivated by them iu
families and in severalty; let the community
of goods be done away with; let those that are
wiliing to be restricted to their own fair pro-
fortiou of the reserve hold it astheir own; and

et there be introduced a wholesome rivalry | faller performance of our duty.
amoug fawmilies and among individuals in the | one of the good results of the recent ca

cultivation of the soil and in other imprave.
mentg, and a great gain will have been secured.
But now the crowning step, the mest im.
portaut of all, is to Christianize the Indians.
Far too little has been done in this line,
especially by the Presbiterian Church* The
remarkable thing in connection w.ith our mi~
sions, whether Anglican, Methodist, or Pres-
byterian, is that the results have been s
eratifying and encouraging as compared with
the Jubor expended upon them. But while
not withholding the er-dit that is due to those
at present engaged in the w-rk, there is nedd
of more lahorers, who must, of conrse, live
among the Indians, and not be mere occasionnl
visitors, as is the case in some missions. Th-
power of the Gospel must be exemplified .5
well as preached among them, and this net
nmerely by the life of the mis ionary, but v
the constant light of a Cluistian howe. We
have come among the Indians with a higher
civilization, but we have almost entirely farlel
to make them partakers of it, while they huve,
in wany cases, received from their white
neighbors, espacially near the railway, little
but vice and disease. But what opportuuity
have they of seeing what ismeant by a Christ-
ian home, or of learning the power of the
Gospel in purifying domestic aud social hfe!
They are not an iuviting claws; far from 1
but neither are the heathen of Africa nor the
heathens in the slums of Londeu or of New
York an inviting cass. It is onlyata dw
tance that Christian issions app-ar specially
actractive; close at hand they mean hard, pro-
saic, unattractive wotk —unattractive, that 1
except to those who are fired with the love of
Christ and of human souls. But we need nat
for a moment doubt the power «f the Gosl
upon the Indian, We dishonor Christ by any
such dvubt.  Surely what has been done in the
Fiji Islands or New Hebrides among caunibak
cau be done among a far better class upon o
prairies; what has be:n done by M . Dunca
at Metlahkatla among Indiins ou one side
the Rocky Mountains can be done among In.
dians on the other side of the mountains. |
the Ciristian people of Cauada can be led
see their duty to the Indians —if they can Ir
on it with eyes that He has ojeucd, or
hear Him, as He gives us the blessing of o
Christian civilization, and pointiug us to t
Indian, say, “Give ye them to eat,” —if th
can aim not merely at elevating the In.lix
to the position of self-supporting citizens. b
to the ranks of citizeus of the kingdom «f G:
the first step shall have been takenlto\'vzmls
t may




