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management of the fund, but until it is
known whether there is to be a fund to
manage, such a step would be surely pre-
mature on their part. Presb) teries should
let the Commmttee or the Synod know
whether they intend to raise the whole
of the sum apportioned to then: and
when.  As it is, there is a kind of dead-
lock, which is very unsatisfactory to
those who have done their Guty in faith
that the fund would be put in operation
this year.
A Friexp to 18E Fexbp.

s
Article  Selerted,

Notes on the American Churches.
BY PRINCIPAL TULLOCH.

1.

In my last hurried potes from Wash-
ington I spoke of the practical catholicity
of the American Churches—how readily
disposed they are to recognize cach
other’s Christian position, and to co-
operate in common works of Christian
benevolence and philanthropy. This is
no doubt owing in some degree to the
absence of class-feeling in social life—
or, at least, class-fe lig in our sense of
the words. There are many distinctions in
Amenican society, and these distinctions
are guarded with jealous carefulness.
Society, in such places as New York, or
Boston, or Philadelphi& finds its aatural
affinities, and families ¢f the same rela-
tive wealth, especially of something of
the sawe culture and tastes, draw to each
other with intimate and close attach-
ment.  No outsider, by any force.of im-
pudence, can scale the barriers which
enclo ¢ such social circles.  Nowhere in
the world is the art of resisting intrusion
more thoroughly understood or more
sternly practised ; just because nov nere
is the audacity of intrusion mors fre-
quent. or carried to such lengths.  Asin
all like cases, men have raiseld protec-
tions powerful in proportion to tsxe en-
roachments apt to be made upon them.

But marked as are such social distine-
tions. they have no hereditary social
root as with us. They have not come,
that is to say, independently of the
character of the families to whom they
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apply. They are the natural expression
of actual social circumstances  Culti-
vated people seek the society of culti-
vated people ; families of like tastes and
pursuiws cotae together; but they lave
not inherited any claim to their position,
and apart from their own merits would
never be able to retain it.  Everything
in America falls much more readily than
with us to its own level, or rises to its
own height, which is simply to say m
othier words that convention is far less
powerful there than here.  Social acci-
dent with us may buoy up indefinitely it
mediverity ; 4 man gets into a good
position or inkerits it, and, unless he dis-
grace himself, he acquires and retains
something of the importance of the
position. although by no means worthy
of it. This is not possible, at least not
in the same degree. in America.  Even
the Presidency does not make a man
dignified or respectable, or in a true
sense important, if he is not so in him-
self. You canoot claim a position in
society because your father may have
been a judge or a governor; nor could
you get on in the Church because your
father may have been a bishop, or what
is far Letter, and far better paid than
any bishop, a great preacher.  You must
stand on your own merits; which is no
doubt also happily, to a great extent.
the case in our own country.

It is this absence of inherited or con-
ventional distinction which in some de-
gree helps the Churches in America to
recognize each other so cordially as they
do.  Although there are people in this
country who think differently, it is not,
so far as 1 conld see—and my opportu-
nities of observation were cousiderable.
far more than many others might have
enjoyed in treble the time—a whit more
re-pectable to belong to one Church in
the United States than another.  Epis-
copalian, Methadist-Episcopalian. Pres-
byterian, Congregationalist, Unitarian.
Universalist, all enjoy equal respect. It
is hardly necessary to say to thase who
know anything of the matter, that some
of the most cultivated, wealthy, and best
people, especially in the New England
States and the State of New York, be-
long to the two last bodiecs. No clergy-
men, in some respects, stand higher in
public estimation than the representa-
tives of these bodies. The Methodist-



