
TO THE FRIENDS 0F FREE SOHOOLS AND UNSECTARIAN EDUCA T/Of
IN THE MARITIME -PRO VINCES :

'Phe crisis te whiclî your Education Inisti-
titions hiave been tending lias arrived.
After ycatrs of ardneus Laber and of liard
striuggle Free Ediication huis become the
constitution of these Provinceq-richi in ae-
tuai resuits and full of promise for the
futire. Thiat systei, so aditairatbly.adapltedi
te seure for your children thoroughi train-
in", repudiates all sectarian influience and

-ives te yenl the absoînte control of its ope-
ration. Its origrinators refused te make
it iii any shape the veicele of denoininational
propaganchsin ; and whiIe fully recogniizirig
the necessity cf moral training deterinied,
andi jnstly, that public funds should net be
applied to build up scainslaigt
the different de-nomînatiens the religious
instruction tif their respective adhlerents.
Thiat arrangement Protestants generally ac-
cepted, lielieving that religions education
was net the business of Governm-ent.

This enlightened, impartial policy,did net
liowever meet the vicws cf the Roinan
Catholic auithorities. They dcsired the en-
tire control of the education cf their ewn
yeuth, and claimed as a ri-lit tliat Goverii-
ment sheuld pay for a, systemn repuinating
efficient inspection and control. Dissatis-
led with existing arrangements, effo~rts have

becai persistently muade by pressure on
Governinent -and othier means, te undermine
aînd destroy yeur Eduicationial Institutions;
and te some extent thiese efforts have been
successf ni.

Deeming tlie times favorable, because just
n0w Roman Cathelic votes are in dexnand
-the Bishops cf the Maritime Provinces

have comie eut bold]y with demnands eqiuiva-
lent te the utter subversion and muin cf
your Free Seheol system. They ask as a
ri&ght that Government should give te them
the irresponsible use of Publie Funds fer
the propagation, neot of secular Educatien,
bunt cf their peculiar religious views. They
de net coinplain that your Free Sehools
teacli positive errer, but that they do îîot
allo\v them te disseminate, their religieus,
principles. On this grounud they are stigma-
tized as gode>s, ineaning thereby that they
are net under their control, and that the
pupila are net instrnctod in the doctrines of
the Church cf Rtome.

Takring this positien,and confident of their
political influence, they demand as a riglit

that yeur Ruilers sliotild reverse the lcgis-
lation cf years by inaugurating, in tho inte-

rest cf hei Chneha system the logrical
resuit cf whiclh ig the overthirow cf your
Free Edncation.

The crisis is inoiinentous, and yen, as the
friends of independent thonglit anid guar-
dians of your clhildreni's riglhts, n.tist iineet it
wvith prompt and decided action, and the
denan d wvith a dctennined negative. -
Yent niust teach the agg-ressors their truc
position as citizens, aind comipel thera to
keep their reli'gions peculiarities within
their ehapels and convents; and you
miust let your Rulers understand clearly,
thiat under ne circitistreices and by no chus
of men hiowever useful will yen permit a.
finger te be laid on your Educational. Insti-
tutions.

Should this erusade, be successful the me-
sults wilI be ruinons te the country. The
coming strnggle is net between doctrinal
Popery and Pr"testantism, but between ig-
norance, su peifstition and half-hearted loyal-
ty on the one hand, and in telligence, mental
independeince and whiole-hearted loyalty on
the otlher. Shioild tlsattemupt atestablishi-
ing the denominational principle in Publie
Education succeed wliat educational systein
is te stipply its place? Social divisions,
hieart burnings and alienations will be its
fruits, and yon Pretestantswîill become the
suipporters cf ani erganization, whSe grand
objeet is te establish over the Province, the
siiprem-acy cf a Foreign Petentate. Con-
trast things as tlîey are with this view, and
are yen prepared tamnely te yield te this ar-
rogant assumptien and demand? Now
we most solemnly pretest against becoming
througli the Gevernment cf aProtestantPro-
vince, the abettors or supporters cf an edu-
cational system, wlîose effeets, stamped on
every page cf human history, have been
mental paralysis, national imbecility, and
religious bondage.

In ne deubtfui ternis, yen have now a de-
mand nmade upon yen te retrace the path
trodden hepefnliy for years and enter upon
the hopelesa path cf compromise with a
crafty assailant ; andi the demnand amouints
simply te this-a large shame cf Public
Funds, and sehools u nder the complete con-
trol cf the Roiiah Pmiesthoed,teachers te, be
selected and the subjects te be taught te be


