IN NOYA BCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

faith of the scholars, and to enable them to
" give a ready answer to the common objections
102‘ the sceptic.
‘The books I have found most useful on the
‘¥ evidences are, Angus’s ‘ Hand-Book of th.
f’sBible,’ Dr. Cumming’s ¢ Manual of the Chris-
‘ttian Evidences,’ and Whateiy's ¢ Lessons.’
30n the doctrines and duties, I now use no
Jother books in the class except the Bible and
. Confession of Faith, I have tried the plan
#of putting catechetical books into the hands
of the sc olars to prepare lessons at home,
}{?ﬂbut have not found it successful. Itis aplan
Pfitted to exeraise the memory, but not so well
‘@dapted to in;})rove the judgment or impress
“the heart. Whatever subject I am teaching,
‘whether it be a branch of the evidences or a
“doctrine or duty, I first give a simple and
“eonnected statement of it to the whole class,
“#ither viva voce or from a book, and then ex-
amine them upon it till they thoroughly un-
derstand it. I always announce every Sab-
ath evening the lesson for the following
+Babbath evening, and exhort them to read all
“ghe books they have upon the subject at home.
Mhis is, in my experience, a far more success-
iful plan than the use of books containing
gmerely questions and answers; they are too
“fragmentary and unconnected. The teachers

g%:ill never keep up the interest of his class
5

Ata e

ho uses any set form of printed or written
uestions. The questions should be framed
t the moment, and suited to the capacity of
he pupil. Each question should be suggest-
ted by the answer given to the previous one,
“zNo intelligent teacher, who has studied his
#:gubject well, can ever be at a loss for proper
Yquestions.
¢ 1 mect this class on the Sabbhath evening,
because on no other evening of the week could
o large a number be brought together at one
Ziime. Itis of importance that such a class

hould always be held either in the church or .

ome room or hall apart from the junior
lasses, and that the pupils should be no long-

!

r regarded as children, but as young men and |,
oung women. ‘he minister shoold always |

each this class personally, and be as seldom

bsent as possible. These young people at-;
ach to the minister’s class an importance '

I
an supply my pulpit for a Sabbath without

hich they will not attach to any other.

mnarars P

ghuy iijury to my congregation, but the

Mient asks any one who may write upon this
93 ggect to mention results. Now, it isboth a
Wifticult and & delicate thing to speak of re-
Zpults, but this I can say, that all the members
pf my class seem deeply interested in the sub-
Jects brought befora them. They are more

#lasses. They make the best Sabbath-school
pdmitting them to sealing ordinancas, and

gnany of them, I trust, are seriously impressed
vith the truth.

Hoping that these few remarks may be use- ]

h

annot be said of my class. Your correspon- |

egular in their attendance than in the junior l

eachers. I have always most satisfaction in | ahout us as if we did not,

l
i

i Church of England belief in certain doctrines ;

ob

ful 10 your correspondent * A Parish Minia-
ter, and to other readers of the Recnrd.~—I
am, Sir, your obedient servant, M. C.
GLA3GOwW, Dec. 2, 1862.
—ITome and Foreign Record.
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Bishop Colenso’s New Work on the
Pentateuch.

Maxy of the readers of the Record must
have heard of this baok, and »f the nature of
its contents, though perhaps none of them
have read or even seen the work. Great
alarm is felt by some because of it, and doubt-
less it will unsettle the faith of not a few, but
the permanent effect will, I believe, be good
and not evil. “ Truth, like a torch, the more
it's shook it shines.” We see proof of this
in the religious history of the last hundred
years in Germany. Where do our professors,
students, and ministers now look for the
ablest defences of Christian truth, but to the
volumes of Tholuck, Hergstenberg, Meyer,
and such like commentators, who were drawn
out by the sweeping attacks of the Rational-
ists. And the late religious history of En-
gland proves the sane thing. The publica-
tion of “ Essays and Reviews,” which excited
such confusion in the British Churches, has
been the means of calling forth an amount of
learning and ability in defence of the truth
that few gave the Church of England the cre-
dit of possessing, and which will entitle her
to be considered one of the greatest bulwarks
of Christendom. The « Aids to Faith” is not
only an antidote to “ Essays and Reviews,”
but is a permanent contribution of the great.
est value to our positive theological literature.
In the same way we have to thank dests and
infidels for the noble works of Butler and Pa-
fev, and the other great defenders of Christi-
anity in the eighteenth century; and thue it
is that the assaults of Rationalist assailants
always tend to awaken new thought, extend
our knowledge, and establish truth on a firm-
er basis than ever, Our Protestant freedom
of a fearless Bible criticism, is a proof of our
reverence for the Bible—a proof that we re-
gard it not as a collection of godly legends,
but as God’s t-uth. .

While we thus think that the new book on
the Pentateuch will not damage Christianity,
and while we welcome all criticism, research,
and sound re.soning, we cannot, as honest
men, avoid deploring and condemning Dr.
Colenso’s conduct. Here i3 no question
about liberly of thought or the right of pri-
vate judgment in maiters of faith. Every
one ackrowledges all that to (he fullest ex-
tent, and itis dishonest and insulting to write
by setting up such
pleas or: his behglf. But the charge is really
this: You, Dr. Colenso, professed to the

you voweq to teach those doctrines, and es-



