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T'OWN BIRDS.
By W.T A. D). E.

After a year or two with littie opportunity to be in tbe %voods or on

thc waters wbiere birds are îwost commronly found, orle lias not niuch to
report of tlieir doings, and bence I amn constraincd to-nigblt to confine

niy reniarks to "T'lown Birds." Everyone of uis may sce sonîctbing of
tbcse as lie goes about tbe city on Iiis daily business, and to orle Nvbo

lias flot given tbe subjeet mucb attention it is astonisbing w~hat a nuiw-
ber of species are found even in the busiest streets.

For the student of birds, as %velI as for those whbo have only a very

casual acquaintance w-itb theni, there is alwayssomietbingnew in storeevcnl

arnong the town birds. Seven years igo y'esterday, near tbc corner of
Maria and MNetcalfe streets wvhen 1 %vas only beginning, as tbey say wvitb

cbildren, to 1' take notice " of birds, I camne uipon a flock of Purple

Finches (I think the other nanie of Red Linnet, is a better orle) and
wvas thrilled hy the brilliant colour of their plumage, wbicb to iîny un-
practised eye seemed as if stained by the rowan bernies upon n'bicb tbey
were feeding. Less than a rnontb ago, at tbe saine street corner, I saw
niy flrst flock of tbose erratic %vinter visitints tbe Bobeinian \Vaxwiings,
and 1 do flot tbînk that eitber the lapse of years, c.-r the number of birds
1 bave orne to know since those Cirst red linnets, in any degree les-

sened the tbrill of pleasure wvith wvicli I weîcotiedl another new ac-
quaintance to tbe list of rny hird friends.

The rowan trees along the strects and in public and private grounds,

wben in fruit, give us iany opportunrities of seeing birds which, like

these XVaxwings, visit us fromi tbe far nortb. Most of you %vill reniern-

ber howv, sonie ten years ago, tbe Pine Grosbeaks caime down in sucb
numibers, and were s0 apparently indifferent to the presence of inan,

that tbey migbt alinost be taken by hand as tbey fed upon tbe berrnes

dropped by their bungry coînrades in the trees, upon the snow be-
neatb.

Almost every neglected vacant lot with its crop of weed seeds

attracts in due time its roving dlock of Redpolls, or their near relatives

the Goldfinches, for these latter often spend the winter with us, escap-


