
ANGLO-SAXON MIND,

Anglo-Saxon rnind is dibing,,uished in notlîing so, muchi as an inipcria'
control, ovur itj own consciousnesb. That consciousncss is not to bc dis-
turbed. It cari not bc invaded, crin flot bc scduccd frorn its permnanent
instincts and organie laws. The fact is that this consciousncss, appre-
hcnrding the exact iiumport of' its iinid, assurcd of the nature and extent of
capacity, and neyer necding to nicasure iiseli' by the standards of occa-
sion and opportunity before it cari deteriiiine its abilit'y, is the precise
couîîterpart, of the external bonses, and towards its objeets is quite as
definite as eye, car, and touch. The more elusely we study this pccuiarty
of' Anglo-Saxon iiiid, the more clearly bliall wu percive iLs vital bearing
on ith aictivity and enterprise. A calimi, firmi, steady coii.iousnss-one
pruof againA the steaitlîy intrusion of' doubt.a, and forcclosed to, cnfccbling
ièars-uine able to repose on its decisions, aind, iihile froe fi-oui b]ind dog-
matisn, refuses to treat its dcliberate judgrncnts as questions forever open
-tîib bterul and adamantine consciousness is tfixe substance itself of ail
gyreat and noble rninds. Whcre it is wanting there is rcally no -round-
work for convictions. The brain is a. iflere tent in whieh wiffis, and
caprices, and fluctuating opinions )odge at will, and depart. Sucli a forum
nover lias the fibres of habit intcrtwincd withi bone and miuscle, nover lias

anoganie ereed, neyer delights iii institutions,, ad consolidates itsclf for
future ages. But the Ang-lo-Saxon isnmot of this cast. Tts tenmper.iiient is
not capricieus and vascillating. - ot until it gets a flrmi foot-hold on granite
rocks is it ready fur attion ; anmd al] your fine sentimients about glory are
musical wind, your speculations are spun out of int.lcectual silk-worms,
unless you strike, at tlie routs of its coim,eiousnebs. Whiatever infirmities
Anglo-Saxon mmind lias (and thecy are too patent to, escape observation), it
is certainly truth-loving- and tra.th-secking, not enslrived to, au idolatrous
re;gard for sbaius, not ea.,ily dupcd by gltLigshows, but anxious to
kniook at tbe very huart of tliings, aind to leuri nwliat amiount of real life
it eau gîve to, ith affections and a>pirations. One eau easily sec liow this
rigid ducibion of cliaracter. tlm*s hiabituaI tenacity of purpose, niay lead tO
morbid exeesses, or degenerate inito a btulid insensibility to needed reforms,
and otberwise enter into tlic gencrons spirit favne 1 et ul unl
iating faets are palpable enuughl in the hibtory 6f Anglo-Saxon mmnd.
.evcrtmeless, let it be ýaid tîmat vices which spiriîîg froui pcrv;erted virtues
are neyer radical or ruinous ci-ils. Deopite of' the variations in the Ceorn-
pass-needle, we mai.y depcnd ou the maignetie force to rule our navigation.

Just, tbcrm, as ive value the soi1 by the fertilizing rockis lying bcncath its
superficial crubt, ammd without which. its productivencss, would bc soon ex-
haubtcd, mio too, wc cstinatc tlic wortlh of Anglo-Saxon modes of thougt
by that, broad, earzmest, self-su.,taiined consciouunebs which we have nioti ced
as tlic sub.stratumi of its opinions and puirpo:ses. Opinions and purposes,
founded inest genorally in teipurary ruens, and subjccted to the variable
dictates of expedieziey, iiiu8t, undergro umiodifications. JLike the ocerin, our
life is full of enients, ail obeying a commnon centre of gravitation, but rit
the samne tiine flowing iii different directions. The logic; of to-day, so far
as it depends on Qircumbtances, mnmy be the soplmistry of to-morrow; ay,
the fliets of one houx inay be the fictions of the next. And hence the


