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tional instru.tion, sanctioning their inter-
nal regulations, endowing ~ them, and
granting thew certain immanities and rri-
vileges, a compulaory power is in Lke
manner employed It s ihe same as to
an establishment of religion, A compul-
sory power is exercissd in various ways
about the estavlishad church of Sco land ;
but i3 it by compellia g all to become mem-
bers of that church, or inflicting penalties
upon those who dissent?  When a par i-
cular profession, or confession of faith,
form of worship and ceclesiastical govern-
ment, obtain the formal sanction of eivil
authority, they are recognised by the le-
gislature, as declaratory of that religion
which obiains the natiunal countenance
and support, and according unto which
the legal privileges and cmoluments ap-
propnated for this purpose are to be con-
terred  and enjoyed. But this by no
means implies that all shall be obliged,
under civil pains, to confurm nnto this es-
tablishment, or be punished for dissenting
from it.—There is a wide and essential
distine ion between the exercise of a com-
pulsice power about rléiyice., and compul-
sion in religion.  Yet there are Masters
in Jsrael, who can magisterially decide
this controversy, wi hout having learned
its first principles, or attending to the most
neeessary distinetions on the subject " —
It was upon this principle of confounding
things that differ that the adherents to
the New Light now fourd it convenient
to act; and, because the Synod in the
preamble had intimated that they did
not require of any candidate for license
or ordination an approbation of % compul-
sory measures in religion,” they chose to
proceed as if it had ceased to require an
approval of that doctrine concerning the
power of the magistrate alwut religion,
which had always formed an essential ele-
ment in the Svcession testimony for the
priv iples of the church of Scotland.
“hose who were still attached to their
criginal principles soon saw fiow they had
b:en outwitted in the matier of the pre-
ainble; and they determined to make a-
nither effort to secure the maintenance
of Secession principles in the Synod. A
number of congrega-ions again petitioned
their supreme court. The question ac-
cordingly was taken up at the meeting of
the Synod, in September, 1779. ‘The
late Dr Hall of Edinburgh moved, ¢ That
the Synod adjourn the farther discussion
of this question till a future meeting of
Synod, and, in the mean time, appoint a
committee of the house to draw up a Sy-
nodical address to the people of their
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charge, expressive of vur udhererce to the
doctrine, worship, discipline, and goveri-
meat of' the Caurck of Scotland : and for
repelling  the  calnmnions  reproaches
which have been arcalated in the publie,
that the Synod, by what they have done
in thiv basiness, have abandoned theijr a-
vowed principles, and rhat thig is design-
ed to be the forerunner of future and
more dangerous innovations” The Rev.
Mr Willis moved, * That the Synod dis-
miss the presmble, and appoint a commit-
tee to draw up an address 10 the public,
in"order to remove any undue impressi-
ons made on the minds of the people "—
The vote having been taken, the first
motion was carried py a majority of 91 to
28 ; upon which Mr. Wilhs and sowne o-
thers ¢ protested in their own name, and
in the name of all ministers, elders, and
private Christians, who may adhere to
this protest, that as this Synod hath ob.
stinat2ly refused to remove the preamble
prefixed to the Formula, and declare their
simple and unqualified adherence to our
principles, we will no more acknowledee
them as over us in the Lord, until they
return to their principles.”
1a conscquence of these proveedings, a
minority, dctermined to abide by their
principles, formed themselves into a sepa-
rate body, and came to be known as the
Original, or, Old Light Burghers. The
Burgher congrega ion at Perth was under
the charge of two ministers, one of whom,
Mr Aikman, adhered to the majority or,
as they were commonly called, the New
Light Burgher Synod; the other, Mr.
Jervie, kept his ground with the Old
Light. The mem%ers of the congregati-
on were in like mauner divided ; and, a
question having been raised about ¢he
right to the church, after a lengthened li-
tigation, in the progress of which the case
was carried to the House of Lords, the
roperty was declared to belong to the
ew Light Body. This judgment was
iven upon the ground of what that body
d produced as evidence, and which led
the court to believe, that they s ill adher-
ed to the original principles of the Seces.
sion. In order to persuade the court of
this, the adherents to \he New Light, when
they came to understand that the issue of
the law process might depend very ecsen-
tially upon the question whether they
had departed from the original princi-les
of the body or not, found it convenient to
refer to the words of the preamble, ** com-
pulsory measares in religion,”in their pro-
per sense as being equivalent to persecu-
tion orintolerance. Ithasbeenseen that,



