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E von in these miricle-coining times of telegraphie signs writ-
ten and spoken, the following, from George Kennair's article in
the January Century, reads like an extract from Jules Verno.
The <Ad abbé in the Chfîteau d'H' was wi-se etioug"h, but lie could
not penetrate tho thick wvall between him andti hdmutid Dantes
witb other language than irregularly commnunic,-tod signs of en-
couragement te bis felloie-labourer. The mearîs of intercommu-
nication re&orted to by somo Russian prisoners wfls unknown to
hirn. These are describe-l as tbollows :-" The tatlented iRussiart
noveli8t. X-, Nvlîo lias been twice exiled to Siberia and haif a
dozen tinies iniprisoned, told me last summner that, whon he was
arrested iii, the first time hie had nover hourd of the " knock
alphabet "; and that, when, during the seond day of his impris-
ontment, ho noticed a faint, tapping on the othor side of the walt,
ho rcgrarded it rnerely as an indication tha-.t the adjoining coll
wvas occupied, and gave it no particular attention. As the
knocking continuied, however, and as the fluut, taps seeîned te be
defin itely tegregated Aito groups by brief intervals of silence, lie
becarno convineed that, bis unknown iî0ehbor wvas ondeavoirîtg
to, comiiiinieate witli hir. Jpii wWlat principle or- plan, the
knouks wvere grotuped lio did not nobut hoe conjecturod that
the number of taps between twvo 'rost' milit correspond with
the serial flamber of a letter in the a11 habet,-<)ne, knock stand-
ing for 'a,' two for 'b1,' three fbr ' c,' aînd sa on uip te twenty-six
for 'z.' Upol p)Uttrng conijec tu re te th e test ho was del ighted to
tind that the kinocks res<>lved thems-elves into the letters ' D-o-y-o-u-
u-n-d-o-rý-s-t-«--n d?' Ife replied with lbt ieknocks, sogr-oupcd
and spacod as te mako 'Y-e-s"; bt long befo-o ho had finished
this short wvord he bâeaie iniour-nfully conscious that, at, the rate
ot'for-ty-nine kinocks 1br every threc letters, hoe and his unknown
correspondent would not ho able te exehango more than haif a
dozeni ideas a week. The invi:sible prisoner on the other side of
the Watt. did not seem, however, to be at ai discouraged, and
began at onee another long series of knoeks, wbich extended te
twvo hundred and niinety-six, and which, whon translated, made
the words 'Teaeh you better way-liýsten!' Mr. X-thon heard
a loud tap near tho corner of tho cell, ibllowed by the sound of


