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FIRANCE A'N> TITE AR'MV.

One of the most interestiîîg aspects of your -%York iii France relates te, the
military, and every year it is assunming larger proportions. Duriiiîg the past
year, 7,790 copies found purchasers amlongst eflicers and privates te, whloni
the colporteurs haci gained àccess. The copies thus acquired are very widely
dispersed, and become the nieaus ef creating a desire for the Scriptures in
advance ef tlie -isit of the colporteurs. 31. (le Pressense says:

"«One fact whviceh is very frequently comnwînicatedl te mie, wlien the col-
porteurs are furnislîing,,, reports of their -vork fromn house te, house, wlll natu-
rally form, an excellent introduction te wliat I have stili to, say relative te the
work among the military. This tact is as follows : thatin, nuinhers of lîouses
both in our towns and villages, the moment a colporteur makes lus aippear-
ance with the Seriptures in his lîands, in one place an aged father or an agced
niotlier, or sonie uncle or aunt, in anotiier place perlîaps a brother or a sister
or a cousin, at once produces a New Testament, received as a present fromn a
son, a brother or a cousin, occupyîng perhaps the post of qiurter-niaster,
sergeant, or corporal, or private soldier in one regiment or another, and the
exhibition et tlîe volume is usually accoxnpanied by the wvords, ' You înay ho
sure tlîat ie rend tlîis good B3ook, as ire hiave beeni recommended to, de by
our friend, to îivlioiu, ais lie tells uis, the readlug o et lias done so xnuch
gôùod."

The coniplete Bibles are iuiually purcliased by oflicers, ot whom, many
evince a real interest lu the Blook, and ln the disintcrested labours of thie
Colporteurs. The mn li the ranks, *whiosc xueanis are very limited, are
obliged te content thieiîîselves with a Newr Testament. Tlîe operations li the
great milltary camps are of special value, and are tlîus described :

The colporteur io vlsits thîe camp of S-, 'writes as foiioirs :.-TieuLrd
has grauted nie xuuch encouragement during February and more particularly
arnong officers. «MVhile in one of tie cafés whlich are frequented by the offi-
cers, tlîe other day, as soon ais I liarid laid out iuy books on one of the tables,
the lieutenant-colonel of the reg«inient came up te nie, and taklzng a chair, sat
down opposite te mic, and ina. very friendly toue asked mue a nunîber of ques-
tions. I Uic first place, lie as-cd nme i-liat Society it iras flîat employed nie?
Whiat iras its x-eal object li seeking te, distribtîte the Scripiura? Elow tie
Society obtaiued Uic funds necessary te meut uts expenses? -411 this iras
asked ini a tone of kixîdly ixîtcrest, and after cadwi of miy replies lie exclaimed,
"l'Brave ! bra vo! Thîis is indeed truc Clîistianity, or, 1 slîould Say these
gentlemen must reilly ho excellent Christians." WVhile ire irere tlus cou-
versing, tlîe lieutenant-colonel carefully examiued ail Uic volumes wlîich I
had placed upon, the table, aud bouglitza Gernian Bible of Lauther, for the
purpnse, as lie said, of coiiiparl'ng, it with one of Ostervald's translation,
ivliiclî lie lîad purclîased of nie sone tiisse prei-iously. He asked mie te, geL
Iilm a pair of scissors te cntt oict the tire title pages whiclî contained the mi«me
of Luther, lu order that lue iiiiglit tslce Ulic volume honte and use it '1iifliut Mle
risk of scaxdali7ing lus faniily, aIl themnemibers ot wîiclu are Rtoman Catholies.
WlMâle taking eut tlîc title-page ef Uic Newr Testamient, i reminded him, that
lie -,ras also t-dk-ing.-away the list ofthUi boolks, ivitli tie numnber of Ulic chap-
ters, but te tlîis lie replied tuait lie did net r>ciiure any sucli list, for that hie
kliew by lucart ncarly th lî~irole of the Bible ln French. The otlîer officers
wvluo wtere li Uic ron, appeared te talac uîuchi iuterest, lu tue proceelngs of
tlieir lieutenant-colonel, aud on ]lis leaving, several1 efthUem. caine up te mie
for the purpose of tluoreuiglily examuining iny copies, a:nd ef asldug a luost ef
questions et mie. One captain, whli ad not luezurd what 1 had been statimg
about Uic Bible Society, reiamkcd, «'1t is doubtless the Holy Fatlier 'wlio
gives you a good alloirance on the sales î%vhich yeni effeet for luim."' "Sir,"
iras nîy rcply, -«t 1>epc der.ç vot troublé e ldusclf about distributing the Scrlp-
turcs, but iL does trouble hiii» very much te sec theni distrïbuted by the
Bible Societies," aud ou tliis 1 furriislucd some details respecting the Society


