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great one on a mnd, likce H-amlet>s. So 1 don't think it wvould
have been anything extraordinary, if bis miinci did becomie un-
balauced. After the gliost haci departed. Hamilet rejoined blis
friends and in answer to their inquiries, lie spoke, as Horatio,
says, "wild and whirling wvords. " These ien were ail faithful
to him, and tiiere wvas no need of deceiving thiemi so, %%-len hie
acted so strangyely wvitlî them, 1 tlîink it showvs that bis mind had
been affected.

J oe-Yes, tbey were friends of bis for ail ordinary puirposes
but if hie liad told thern of wvbat the gbost had revealed and of biis
own purposes of taking, revenge on Claudius, Ilbey migbt flot have
kept silence, so lie acted as lie did to evade their questions, not ta
make tbem tbink lie weas mad. He took tlîe shortest way ta cyet
rid of tbiem, and so sbowed bis conimon sense.

Dick-XVeII, let that pass. Let us consider bis conduct to-
wvards Oplielia. H-e loved lier ardently, and wvould surely cause
bier as littie pain as possible. Butt in tbe second act, we see howv
niuchi lie frighltened bier by his strange ça nduct, and iii the third
act, lie seeiîîs ta be absoltitely incliffereiît ta lier, and repulses lier
savagely. This is carrying- on the niatter further than conceal- .

ment of bis design could require.
Joe-In the second act, lie lîad probably suspected that

Oplîelia's: change of manner wvas due ta Polonjus' interference, and
by beliavin- so strangely, lie caused Polonius ta imagine tliat lus
mnadness wvas c.aused by love. This wvas carried ta the king and
fell iii perfectly îvith Hamlet's desire. In tbe third act, lie evideiîtly
knew that spies wvere listening, and lie spokce for tbeir special
benefit. Perlizps it wvas sonîewlîat cruel ta cause Oplielia so
niucb pain, but lie was comipelled ta do it.

Dick-Howv about lus conversations wvith Polonius ?
J oe-He nîust have seen that Poloiîius wvas an oid busybody

anîd lie took great pleasure in railingat Iimii. His conduct iii this
niatter shows wvbat a true estiniate lie bad formied of thue character
of Polonius, and poves Harnlet's discernuiient.

Dick-But H1arnlet hiiself adniits tliat lie canneuo alwavs con-
traI lîimself. He tells Rasencrantz and Guildenstern, tlîat for
somne Uxîknown reasoxi, luis iiîind lias been clouded. Also, just
befare thieir bout ini the last act, lie tells Laertes, as a reason, vhiy


