
UNIVERSITY OF OITAWA REVIEW

"lIt is no small penance for me," he began, "to recoura the
details of my connection with Cotton, since it must *not only awaken
afresh in my mind many a dormant regret. but likewise makze me
appear a very different man from what you t hink me. How my pre-
Eence ini the home of my friend, brought desolation there, rendering
his childreri motherless and ail but homeless-these are the thifigs that
it pains mue ta speak about.

«Vou remember the initiais upon the crucifix yo.i iound. Those
are mine, for my real name is not Dalwit but Jennings. in early lufe,
Cô«tton. and I were fast friends; and when he moved out Nvest ih bis
farnily, to seek his fortune anew in newv lands, I ga&ve him this crucifix
as a souvenir af our friendship. The neiws of Cotton's success-how
he had, by honest industry, procured for himself a fairly excellent ranche
wxith a homestead and out buildings, aroused in my mind a determina-
tia)n of alsa gaing, west. I accordingly collected ail the money 1 had
at hand and sent it by -mail t0 Cotton, with instruclions 10 have it in-
vested in prairie lands. I sîarted west myseif in u few weeks, carrying-
iih me iny Trmaining ivealth ivhch -amounted to one thousand dollars
in notes.

On my arrivai at the home of Cotton, 1 received a hearty receptiori
fro-n the happy couple. The chiidren, to0, zeemed overjoyed la see
mne. However, the pleasure I first feit nt the meeting, was soniewhat
dampened when Coton told me that he had not received the money 1
had sent him by mail.

"VYou must know. he said, "we have nar here in the west the
efficient ma~il service afi'New Yorkz or Washing;zon. If your ietter has
flot been delayed by ither mishap.. i must now be in the hand.: af
sanie tritin-iwrecker or brigand of the Jessie James type.»

As likely as this conjecture niight be, I uie relished it, and 1
ivent to rest tbat night %vith a heavy heart. iBut try as I migbr, 1 could
flot sleep. 1 tossed about in a fever oi ve-xation, n ntii my nerves
becamne conipiezely unstrurig. In order t0 bring back the quiet to my
irritated rimid, I flnally lef t my bed-room and went out for a stroil in
the cocil night air. I niake my ivay toward a smali group, of prairie
mapies about a quarter of a mile distant. Here after walkin;zvigorouriy
for some time, 1 felt my caim restored; and when next 1 stretched
myseif an my palier, I slept ivithout a dream.


