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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

TUE AGRICULTURAL AND ARTS
ASSOCIATION.

11.—I1T8 EXISTENCE.

Mu Epitor,—Having it my last considered at
scme length the question of the financial mauage-
ment of the Association, I now pasy on to the
socond mooted—that of its cxistonce. From pre-
sent circumstances the two have been thrown into
close connection. It is asserted that the financial
maunagement has been bad ; that ¢ the whole thing
costs more than it is worth;” that it is ncedless
applying a remedy, for “the usefulness of the As-
sociation is gone;” other agencies are doing its
work more cfficiently ; and as the easiest way toa
speedy dissolution, the recommendation is made
that the Legisluture should withhold the yearly
grant of SIO 000.

The reasons given for thus placing the Associa-
tion under the guillotine may be summed up in
two:—

1. The financial reason.
2. Its uscfulness is gone.

1. The financial reason.

The first part of this was fully considered in my
last, and the remedies for any defects pointed oat.
The question is not 2t all new, and the interested
public havo bezome periodically virtuous regarding
it regularly every few years for the last quarter of
a century.  The Association bas lived under some
four different legislative enactments, merking four
different cras in its existence. These arc from
1846 to 1838, from 1839 to 1863, from 1569 to
1876, and from 1877 to the present year of grace.
The following tubles show its financial record for
the last two cras, covering a period of twelve

FOATS 1 —
Year. Receips, Piace.
18469.. ...818,328793 ... ....atLonlon.
IR0, eeen... 20,00.03...c0nennn * Toronto.
1871......... 7.593.5) 0. uccennn ** Kingston,
1572 ........ 16,261 77.cce...--- * Hamillon.
1873......... 1934636.......... ** Loadon.
1873 ccncnen 22613.83.cccanee.. * Toroato.
1875. . ceanne- 12,603.98.......... * Ottawa.
1856 ..... 13,687.93........ .. * Hamilton,
1877 cecncccnn 21,734.95. ceaaaen * Loudon,
1878, cecenen. 2345389, cennnn.. * Toronto.
1679... ... 1165696.... .... * Oftaws.
180, cennnnne 13,960.16.... ...... ** Hamilton.

. Taxe 11

Expenses other  Money paid
Teer. than Prizcs. i1 Prizes.
1869..ccccenncannan. $15,92325  $12.441.9)
1800.. cicecvenie.ees 15800.24 1228930
D - 7 S, 11.237.02 13 %8 00
1832.. ... 15,167.07 12,933.00
1873 .. 1587881 14,935.00
1874 - 15805.68 14,574.00
1675 16.678.37 15.243.00
1816, ccceeenrnenann —_— 15.831.50
187dencccniecancanas 15918.31 14,943.50
h 2.1 O, 16.073.51 154519.00
1809, cciiacencnnnns 15455.47 12.903.00
1890..cceecancaenas 13,917.09 13476.50

The basis of calculation adopted is that of my
provious letter —that of any district exhibition, —
and the roceipts and expenditares are those of the
exhibitionalone It will be seen that the expenses
have alwayx, with onc exception, been greater than
the amount of prizces, and that the annoal average
loss of the exhibition, as an exhibition, has been
about 311,000. In my last the financial manage
et of onc of these years was chosen for con
sideration, and the remedy for this state of affairs
pointed out

Bat 12 is mid, even sappose that to be remedied,
the Association “costs more than it is worth.”
The consideration of whatit is worth brings us at
once to the sccond reason adduced for dissolution,
Tin -

2. Jts usefulness 32 gone.
Buot what is the ase of the Association? This

inquiry can only be el by stating what the As-
sociation ix, and what the objects of itz existeace

are, It ig, in tho first place, then, a socicty com-
posed of the following members :—

1. The Council of the Association, both clectivo
and ex-gfficio.
. The Presidents and Vice-Presidents of all
Electoral District Agricultural Socicties.
The Presidents and Vice-Presidents of all
Horticultural Societics.
The Presidents and Vice-Presidents of all
Mochanics’ Institutes.
5. Life Members.
6. Ordinary Mcembers, of whom about 1,600
join annually.
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In tho second place, the primary object of the
Association is * the encouragement of agriculture,
horticulture, arts and manufactures,” and the more
detailed and specific objects are :—

1.
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Holding an annual exhibition.

Importation of new and improved breeds
of animals,

Importation of new varieties of grain, seeds,
ete.

Tmportation of new and improved unple—
ments of husbandry.

Testing all new varieties of grain, seeds, etc.,
and all improved implements invented or
mported.

Holding Provincial ploughing matches.

7. Nominal supervision of a veterinary college.

And practically the work done for the last twenty

years by the Association has been :—

1. Holding an annual exhibition.

2. Holding Provincial ploughing matches.

3. Nominelly supervising a veterinary college.
4. Managing a herd-book.

5. Examining farms and cssays for prizes.
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And this werk is carried on by the active exer
tions, co-operation and subscriptions of the mem-
bers of the Association, and an annual grant
from the Province of 810,000. Such is the Asso-
ciation, such is its work, and such arc its means
for carrying on that work,

Now, surcly those *‘uses™ will remain even if
the Association is gone, and tho mere statement
of its aims and objects is sufficient to show that
none of the District Exhibition Socicties pretend
to uadertake one-half of the duties prescribsd for
the Provinadal ; and whether even in the one mat-
ter of holding annual exhibitions, they are to be
permanent successes, remains yvet to be proved.
That the Association has done good work in the
past no onc denies ; that it has performed all its
prescribed duties, or performed those it has under-
taken always cconomically, few will asscrt. But
as the aims and obiccts of the Association are, in
an agncu’ltura.l province like ours, so 1mpomnt,_.
asitis apa.blc, if rightly handled, of carrying out
those aims, surely it would be the part of wise
men to point out new or untrodden old paths of
uscfulness, rather than join in any hasty ey of
destruction—to act the part of reformers rather
than that of radicals. Bat in what way, it may
beasked, skould reform beginl  What definite pro-
posals wonld you make? Allowme, then, Mr. Bdi-
tor, with all doference and brevity, to submit the
followinz:

1. Let the Association at this junclure give its
undivided attention to non-exhibition matters—
to those, in the first place, spacified bat not pre-
viously undertaken. At the last mooting of the
Aswociation the list of specified dutics was increased
by others taken from those of tho Royal of England
and the Highland and Agricultural of Scotland.
So far it is on the night track. Lot the Scerctary
now place himsclf in communication with the
Boards of Agriculiure in the various States of the
Union; with the Agricaltural Departments at
'\Vahxngton, at Paris, and at Vicuina; and with

different European Agricultural Socictica—such, for
instance, as the Royal Danish, that of Prussia, of
Saxony, of Wurtemberg, and of Belgium—and the
Council will find many features of work which, if
undertaken by their Association here, would be of
lasting benefit to agriculture in Ontario.

2. In the meantime, allow tho District Socicties
to do tho exhibition business, and let them do it
alone. T very much doubt if the Toronto Indus-
trial—the largest of them all --continue successful
for half a dozen years more, and in less than that
time tho popular ¢ry will be for another Provin-
cial Exhibition, undertaken by the Provincial
Association.

3. Let the Council of the Amocmtxon be de-
creased to nine elected members alone, three retir-
ing annually as now ; those 1 ~mbers elected by a
wider constituency than at present, and by & more
perfect exerciso of the franchise within that con-
stituency.

But cven when this is done the root of the whole
matter i not reached. There must be a more
complete affiliation of all the agencies assisted by
the Province for the encouragement of agriculture,
etc. Leaving out of view—as representing the
mechanical side of the industrial classes— the
Mechanics’ Institutes, the Government now gives
grants to the following, having this main object in
view i:—

1. Township Agricultural Socicties. )
2. Electoral District Agricultural Societies.
3. Horticnltural Societies.

4. The Agricultural and Arts Association.

5. Dairymen’s Associations (2).

6. The Fruit Growers’ Association.

7. Tho Entomological Socicty.

8. The Poultry Association.

And under its own sole control, working for the
attsinment of the samo end of encouraging agri-
culture, it handles:—

9. A Bureau of Agriculture.

10. A Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (lately

created).

11. An Agricultural College and an Experi-

mental Farm.

Now, all those agencies except the first two
arc at present assisted independently. They
shounld all be affiliated to the Agricaltural and
Axts Association, or, as I should prefer to call it,
tke Board of Agriculiure, and that shoula be, as
it were, the right hand of the Ainister of Agri-
culture. In order {o accomplish any change,
amendment must be songht to the Agricenlture
and Arts Act of 1877, aud insteed of amending I
would rewrite it.

But the ¢ncouragement by a grant of public
money of any indostry in a country is decidedly
outsido the directsphicre of governmental uction;
aud surely any Government has a right to ask
that the class of the commuuity that is to be
bencfited shall have agreed amongst themselves
on the manner in which the benefit is to be con-
ferred. If these two papers of mine wiil have any
influence in bringing about that unanimity of
opinion and action, they will have served the
purposo for which they were written, and the
wanton appropriation of your space, Mr. Editor,
may in that case, I hope, be condoned.

I havo the honour to be,
Yours faithfnlly,
W, Jomxsrox.

Toronto, Dec. 27th, 1881,

Ouz Angus cattle thrive besautifully in their
new homes. Nothing on tho farm has so far
dono 80 well as our doddies; and no breed that
we have over had upon the Collcgo farm bas re-
ceived so much aitention and favourable notice
from visitors as our Angus beauties.—Kansas
Jdgricultural College Industrialist.



