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FOURTII GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
PRESBYITERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA.

(C«’n.l_l'l-l.ll(d'.)
SINTH DAY~—EVENING SEDEKUNT.
LRENCH BEVANGELIZATION,

After prayer and praise,

Rev. Prinapal McVicar presented the report of the Board
of French Evangelizaion.

The report mﬁmuwlmlgcs the haud of a meraiful God in

the martked success which has ciuwned the efforts of the
Board during the past year i the opening up of new fields,
in the gathering in of new convertsin old hcl«lls, and in draw-
ing out the liberality and apmynthy of tic Chuich, Six
nunisters and theee students ?l:\vc been adided to the staff of
Limaers, b, the total numing now seguladdy cnployed
fi.ty fous, bosides & aumben of others giving pactial serviocg
and another application has recently ’in:cn made.  Several
ex-priests are i training, and applications frum others are
still under consideration, want of funds being partly the cause
ol the delay in receiving them,  Instead of $23, 500, the re-
venue of the past year, at least $40,000 will be required to
carry the work successfully through the year now entered
upoit.  Each missionary is now required to fill up a monthl
report and forward it promptly to the Secretary of the Boand,
printed forms being supplicd for the purpose,  ‘This report
gives an account of the labors of the missionary for cach
week of the month, giving numbers present at Sabbath se:-
vices, Sabbath School, and prayer mecting, and distingwish-
ing Roman Catholics from Protestants; enumeratiag the
families visited and classifying them in the same way; and
noting amount of collections, contributions, ctc. Besides
these monthly reports, an annual report is furnished supply-
ing the name ofcvery convert and of every family connected
with the mission, with other necessary information. The
report of the Board contains full details of the state and pro-
tress of the work in thirty-three different fields, one of which
1sin the United States, and the others scattered over Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island. The quict, unobtrusive work of the Ladics' French
‘Evangelization Society, under the presidency of Mrs. Dr,
Jeukins, 1» warmly commended.  There are fourteen places
of worship nuw under the care of the Board, including one
in course uf erection at St. Hyacinthe. It ought to be re-
membered that the amount specitied as necessary to meet
the requirements of this scheme 1s seally needed 1 advance,
or at least in monthly instalments, as the missionaries are
to be paid mouthly, and the treasury is now empty. The
report concludes by recommending the Assembly to re.affirm
its finding of last year, viz.: that all monsys contributed to
the support of French Evangelization (including Rev. C.
Chiniquy's work) be sent direct to tae Treasurer, the Rev.
R. H. Warden, 210 St. James Street, Montreal.

Rev. Mr. Dancan, of Halifax, moved the reception of the
report, its reference to a Commiittee, and that the Assembly
exprress its satisfaction at the state of this important scheme.

Rev. Dr, James seconded the motion, in (’]oing which he
expressed his belief that the great work was sure of tinal
success, anl urged his hearers to record not the motion, but
the cfforts of those engaged in the work to which the report
referved,

Rev. Mr. Doudiet, one of the French Missionarics, was
then heard for a few minutes, He gave an interesting ac.
count of the work in his own Churcﬁ? He stated that the
persecution of converts had resulted in the emigration of
many of them. He closed by urging the prayers of the
fricnds.

The motion was then carried, and the Assembly adjourned.

The ladies of the Central Church afterwards entertained
the Assembly at & social.

SEVENTII DAY—AFTERNOON SEDERUNT,

The General Assembly met to-day at halfepast two.  The
Moderator led in prayer.

FOREIGN MISSIONS,

Rev. Prof. McLaren resumed his speech in reply to the
remarks of Dr. Grant in reference to the matter of the Juven.
ile Mission Committee, and the complaint of the Foreign
Mission Committee, that the Juvenile Committee had inter-
fered in its work.  He contended that the work the Juvenile
Committee had taken up was nnt authorized by the General
Assembly; and if the Foreign Mission Committee took up a
work it was not authorized to prosecute, the General Asseme
Lly would certainly not approve of its new departure.  Not
only that, but the work in question had been given to the
Foreign Mission Committee, and the constituency to which
both committees appealed was the same, the action of the
Juvenile Mission Comimittee appeared to be an endeavor to
indicate that the Forcign Committee did not do its work
properly, and therefore should be superseded by another
committee.  In his opinion the Foreign Mission Committee
should not Lie superseded without the consent and order of
the General Assembly, The interference was likely to lead
to embarrassment, and it had already led to confusion. As
to the correspondence, he thought it ought to have been in

rivate, but it ought to have been commenced by the Juven.
ile Mission Committee before it calered on the field of the
Forcign Mission Committee.  Iiecontended that the Foreign
Mission Committec had acted with great forbearance, and
that an answer had been sent to his letter to the ““ Record,”
which he had not answered, because he had wished to pre-
vent any ill-fecling.

Rev. Prof. McKerras said the matter should be dealt with
in the gentlest way possible, and had the Foreign Committee
corresponded with the Juvenile Committee instead of with
2 publicorgan of the Church, the differences could bave been
casily settled.  Prof, McLaren had stated that the Juvenile
Mission should have opened up private communication.
How conld that Committee have done so when it did not
know for a moment that it was in crror? It was the duty of
the party that accused another of crror to point it out, He
thought that the matter having been well considered, Prin.
cipal Grant would not mind withdrawing his motion.

Rev. Dr. Gregy opposed the withdiawal of the motion.

The Convence had been attacked, and it was only fair to
him that he should know whether he was sustained by the
Asscrbly or not.

Rev. 1) J. Macdonnell thought that if Professor McLaren
could have seen his way to admitting that he should have
commenced a private correspondence, the matter would have
been dropped at once, 1t was impossible to dissociate the
letter wr!uen by Frof. McLaten to the **Resord * from his
report, amd it was just as much the duty of the Assembly to
protect the Convener of the Juvenile Mission Hoard as the
Convener of the Foreign Mission Board, le did not agree
with Professor Mclaren, that it was uncommon to scmrrc-
ports back to committees (or amendment.  Why, only the
other night the report of the committee on the state of ree
ligion was referred back for alterauon,  As to ary action
being uncommon, e thought it was unconunon for a come
mittee to teflect on the wark ol another comimitee,  1e held
that the collecting of money by the juvensles did not inter-
fere with the collections by the Foreign Mission Committec,
The Juvenile Committee have assisted the Mission Commit.
tec of the Eastern section of the Church.  The respected
Convener of that Committee did not object to this, On the
contrary, he sent a letter of thanks, 1t would be just as
correct to say that the collections by the Juvenile Mission
interfered  with  the wotk  of the Forcign Mission
Committee as it would be to say that the wark by the women
o' the Church in aid of forcign missions interfered with the
work of the Foreign Mission Committee, An adimission on
behalf of the Foreign Mission Commutiee that a private letter
should have been written to Professor Mowat on the matter
in ¢he first place, would settle the matter,

Mr. W. B. McMurrich said that the Forcign Mission
Committee had no intention to reflect an the Juvenile Com-
mittee, nor to snub its members.  As business men, he did
not know that the members of the Committee could have
done bettee than they had done.

Rev. Mr. Moodie introducad anamendment to the motion
“That the report of the Western section of the Foreign Mise
sion Committee be remitted to that Committee, with ine
structions to amend the same so as to inform the General
Assembly of the present relationsof Rev. J. B, Fraser, M. D,,
to the mission work of the Church.”

Principal Grant's motion, to remut the report to the Com-
mittee with instructions 1o stetke out the paragraph about
the Juvenile Mission Committee, was then put, and lost by
a vote of thirty-six 1o seventy-six.

Rev. Mi. Burton dissented from the finding of the }ouse,
on the ground that the Assembly in rcjecting the amendment
of Principal Grant virtually endorsed the action on the part
of the Convener of the Foreign Mission Committee which
had been wanting in duc consideration towards a co-opers
ating committee of the Church,

Several other members also dissented, including Dr,
Grant, Mr, Macdonnell, and Dr. Ure.

Rev. Mr. Muodie, in supporting his motion with reference
to Dr. Fraser, said nothing was said in the report as to Ins
great work 1n Formosa, hus position now, and s relations
to the Mission Committee. The Committce had also failed
to invite Dr. Fraser—although he was in the House when
the Forcign Mission report was read—to address the As-
sembly and give an account of his work in Fonmnosa. Dr.
Fraser had been very distespectfully treated by the Com-
mittee, or clse the Committee had withheld from the Ase
scmlbly statements concerning him which ought to have been
made. A

Mz, Jas. Croil seconded Mr, Moodie’s motion, remarking
that it was very strange that Dr. Fraser, afler faboring for
some time in%-‘ormma with success, should not even be
asked to take a seat on the platform,

Rev. Dr. Robb said he could nut understand how 1t hap-
pened that Dr, Fraser was in the country at the present
time. He could understand that he might come home after
the affliction he had suffered and bring Ins children home;
but how was it at the present moment, instead of labonng
in Formosa, he was to be found in Ontario?

Rev. Prof, McLaren contended that the matter had not
been Lrought up in the proper w::{; but as the motion was
cquivalent to a question, he would go on and give full infor-
mation on the subject if the General Assembly required it.
One reason why Dr. Fraser's position was not mentiored in
the report was use his position was not scttled at the
time the report was submatted to the Foreign Mission Com-
mittec. A deusion had been asrived at since the meeting
of the Assembly,

It was suggested that the particulars should not be gone
into. .

Rev. Mr, Moodic supgested that Prof. McLarea might
read the deliverance of the Commiittee since the meeting of
Asscmb]l‘y).

Rev. Dr. Cochrane was of the opinion that it would be as
well not to open up the matter,

The Moderator also held that the Assembly would be
treading upon dani;crous ground by pushing the matter.

In reply to a delegate, who asked that Dr. Fraser's posi-
tion might be mentioned without discussion,

Rev. Prof. McLaren said that Dr. Fraser was not now in
any strict sense a missionary of this Church; that was to
say, that he had ceased to receive any salary, though his
connection with the Committee had not as yet terminated.

Rev. Dr. Fraser, of Bond Head, held that something
should be said in justice to Drs. Fraser, to indicate what
the final conclusion of the Committee wighy reguid to him
bad been.  In consequence of the delicate@position he (Dr.
Fraser, of Bond Head) held, he had bien silent on the
Mission Board, but he was now painfully c3nvinced that his
silence had not been the best course. Feeling that, he
could not omit to say that while the report measured out but
a scant measure of justicc to Dr. Fraser for his work in
Formosa, its absolutc silence as to his present standing
was likely to throw around him a clond of suspicion
which it might not be the intention of the Committee to do.
The broadest statement of mistakes made—if mistakes vere
made—was Jess damaging than this silence. If the whole
story was told it would do less harm to Dr. Fraser and the
Church than to leave him without a single word,

Rev. Prof. McLaren rose to state the facts of the case,

Rev. Dr. Fraser, of Bond Head, said it was quite evident
that a full statement of the facts would require five hours,
and justice could not be done to the case without that tinc.

Rev. iincipal Grant suggested that the matter should be
teferred to the Judicial Committee or the Committee on
Causes. Iie would prefer any course than that specches
should be wade lead ng persons to believe that Dr, Fraser
had Leen guilty of all the uffences in the decalogue.

Crics of ** No, no."”

Rev. ). A. Murray sald he was a member of the Foreign
Mission Commiittee, and he was sorry no reference was
made to Dr. Fraser in the report,  He might say that while
the Committee felt it inexpedient that Dr. Fraser should rc-
turn to Formosa, Dr. Fraser commanded the respect and
confidence of the Committee,  Were tha matter referred tn
the Comnuttee, a paragraph referting to Dr. Fraser could
be introduced in five minutes.  He would therefore support
the resolution to return the matter to the Committee.

Rev. Prof, McLaren sald it would take a week to invest-
s;ntc the matter, and it would be impossible to cax7 on an

avestigation thoroughly Lecause one of the partfes was
away.

The Moderator pointed out that no investigation was
asked for. .

Rev. Dr. Wardrope introduced an amendment negativing
Mr. Moadic’s amendment.

A division was then taken and Rev, Mr. Moodie’s amend.
ment was carried by a vote of ninety-nine to six.

Rev. Prof. McLaren said hc was in a difficulty inasmuch
as all the members of the Forcign Mission Commitice
were not members of the Assembly and gould aot be got
together. -

After some discussion, .

It was agreed to allow the Convener to call a meeting of
such members as were present,

REPORT ON SAUBATH SCHOOLS,

Rev. John McEwen presented the report of the Com.
mittec on Sabbath Schools. The report gave a statement
with l’qﬁlrd to the meetings of the Committee and the
efforts which had been made to impress upon Synods, Pics.
bytenes, and parcnts the importance of the Sabbath School
work, Tt was proposed in a circular that Presbytenes
should hold Sabbath School Conferences, and that Sabbath
School meetings should be held in towns and schools.
Fourteen Prcsb{tcries had.held conferences, and the report
from Toronto indicated that important results had been
arrived at. Reference was also made to the action of the
Synuds on the matter, Efforts had been made to secure the
reading of the Bible in the Public Schools as & text-book,
and the use of the Bible in the schools now no longer rc.
mawncd with the Government, but with the people. The
report concluded b{eproposing that the Committee on the
State of Religion be instructed to leave out the Sabbath
School work, and that the Sabbath School Committee be
authorized to collect statistics; that the Moderator issue an
address to teachers and children, to be reed in the gu\pns.
on the matter; that the Sabbath School be dependent on
the congregation; that the Bible, and not the lesson papers,
be the basis of instruction; that greater importance be placed
on the shorter catechism,

Rev. Dr, Bell moved as follows :—*¢ Receive the report;
thank the Convener for hisdiligence in the matter; empower
the Committee to issue schedules for the purpase of eliciting
information, and urging on all ministers diligence in reply-
ing thercto; appoint the Moderator to press the recommend-
ations of the report on the Church; instruct Presbyterices to
give attention to the oversight of Sxbbath School work
within their bounds; and, where practicable, to hold Pres-
bytery Sabbath School conferences, and to encou the
formation of classes for the training of Sabbath School
teachers; authorize the Conveners of Committees of the
General Synods to act as a committee, if they see fit, to en-
quire into and report on the subject of Sabbath School litera.
ture.” In making the motion he expressed a hope thatat a
future meeting of the Assembly the order of busincss would
be so arvanged as to allow of an evening being spent in the
corsideration of Sabbath School wozk,

Rev. Mr, Laing, of Dundas, held that it was the Sabbath
School Committee and not the Committee on the State of
Religrion that was responsible for the proposed change of
the responsibility for the Sabbath School work. He advo-
cated 2 special consideration of the matter of Sabbath Schoo!
literature, and hoped that whatever was done no step would
be taken to scparate the Sabbath School work of the Man-
time Provinces from the work of the Upper Provinces.

Mr. A. Matheson wanted to see the Assembly in cames
in the matter. Headvocated the holding of Sabbath Schoc!
conventions, composed of teachers and superintendents
Increased interest in Sablath School work would be, in lus
opinion, a step towards keeping the young men and youny
women in the Church,

Mr. J. B. Fairbaim was of opinion that a greatdeal of the
teaching done in the Sunday School eo\ﬁ(? be donc bty
parents at home, and while all prominence should be given
to Sabbath School work, the home work should not be
neglected. e hoped the Moderator, in his pastoral lctier,
would dwell particularly on the duties of parents.

Rev. P, Lindsay urged strongly that a missionary spurit
should be cultivated in Sabbath Schools.

Rev. J. Little, of Bowmanville, and Mr. Fairbaim followcd,
aftcr which the Assembly rose for recess, the matter being
left over for consideration at the next sederunt,

EVENING SEDERUNT.

The evening sederunt was opened by prayer.
MISSION TO LUMBERMEN,

Rev. D. M. Gordon introduced the report of the Com:
mittee on the Mission to Lumbermen. The Committee re-
ported that they had endeavoured to prosecute, as fully as
the n):’eaaso:t tiheirddjlsi?os.la)l‘l \;'onld allow, the l}rork of preach.
ing the an tributing &, riate literature amon
the shxntym?n. The Comm;feepmvmeived the servicc%
of Rev. J. Gaudier, who had, as in former years, visited the
district. ' The Committee bad- also availed themselves of
the services of the colporteurs of the Ottawa Bible Society,




