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EVENING SEDERUNT.

The Assembly resumed at hatf.past seven, and was upened
with singing and prayer.
The minutes of the afternoan tederunt were read and con.
firmed,
STATR OF RELIGION,

Rev, James Mitchell, of Muchel), read the report of the
Committee on the State of Religion, of which the following
is an abstmct: *

The Committee tepart that increasing attention is being
given to the retums required in connection with the impor-
tant matters committed 1o them.  Replies have been recelved
from upwanls of 40o sessions—an increase of 40 over last

eAT, ml»{tcrh reports have been forwanded by all the

resbyleries in the Synods of Montreal aud Uttawa, Toronto
and Kingston, Hamilton and London, by the Presbytery of
Manitoba, and by most of thosc in the Synod uf the Maritime
Provinces. In the onler of completeness the Synod of
Hamilton and London stands first, with 126 sessions report-
ing out of 190; Montreal and Ottawa next, with 80 out of
129, followed by Tosomto and Kingston, with 13 out of
191, and the Synod of the Muritime Provinces, with 82 out
of 189. ‘The Presbyteries of Miramichi, Brockville, Owen
Sound, and Paris furnished complete reports, and were
closely followed by that of Stratford, in which 20 out of
21 sessions had sent in returne,  The lonest places in the
Western Synods were occupied by the Presbyteries of King-
ston and London, the former furmishing six returns from
twenty congregatiors, the latter cight fromt furty,  The Com.
mittee remark that on a survey of the returns they cannny
say that there is reason to believe that family worhip is ob.
served {n more than half of the fannlies under the pastoral
care of the minbiers of the Church. They are cheeied,
however, by & knawledge that the atiention directed to this
matter is alrcady bearing fruit, and they hope that the efforts
already made to that end will be continued,  The Comuut-
tee remark that the number in the congregations of the
Church over eighteen years of age, not in full communion,
varies very greatly, but generally speaking is very large.
This is to svme extent attributed to the raning of l?lc stans
dard of qualification on the one hand, and on the other a
fuller appreciation of the rcsponsibilities of a Chrsstian pro-
fession. While the Committec decply deplore this state of
things, they consider it would be still more deplorable if an
{dea should prevail throughout the Church that the young
should, as & matter of course, take their place at the Kor«l’s
Table at any pasticular age.  The answers 1o the questions
under the head of ¢ The Care of the Young,” though some-
what fragmentary, ate {ac the most patt satisfactory and in-
dicative of decided progress. Regret is expressed, however;
that so many, especially of those children above the age of
fifteen, are not to be found attending the Sabbath School,
and are only to a very limited extent gathered into the Rible
classes. The Committee were impressed with the import.
ance of giving due prominence to the distinctive principles
of the Church, hol#n in the pulpit and in the instruction of
the young, and while careflully avoiding a polemical spirit,
and everything that wonld justly inar the harinony that exists
or jnterfere with the co.operation of this Church with the
other evangelical Churches of the land in common efforts for
the advancement of Christ’s cause, yet would lay stress on
faithfully maintaining theie disunctive testunony.  ‘The re.
go:t states that special Evangelisuic services had been held
uring the year in about seventy congregations, and the re-
ports almost without exception speak of **good results,”
these results being, when specified, “*the conversion of sin.
ners,” **increase of brotherly love,” *¢ the infusion of a new
life,” **increase of attendance at prayer meetings ard public
wonhi{:, adult baptisms, increase of membership, and the
strengthening in & marked degree of many who were for-
merly members,” etc.  These special services had for the
most part been conducted by mimsters of the Church, The
Commitiee, after impressing upon ministers the necessity for
greater attention to pasioral visitation, remark that the
elders do take patt—in samecongregdtions a very important
part—in the supervision of the people, but the answers to
the questions on this head make it abundantly manifest that
the mighty power which 1s latent in the cldership has not
been called into active exercise.  There was only one con-
gregation reported as having no weekly prayer meeung; and
same of the reports speak very encouragingly regarding the
attendanceand interest. The ** hindrances to spintual life ”
which are specified in the reports are prevariing worldliness,
intemperance, pleasure-secking, levity, and Sabbath-break-
ing. The Committec rejoice that they are able to express
the strong conviction that intemperance 1s upon the wane.
Very much had been done durnng the past year to promote
the ‘cause of total abstinence from the wse of intoxicatin
drinks as a beverage. The movement known as tt = Gospe
Temperance movement was worthy of the special approba.
tion of the Assembly, and 1t was worthy of consuleration
how it might be best directed. The Committee was cone
vinced that only as this cause was advocated on Scriptuzal
rounds, and cartied on as a department of the work of the
%hurch of Christ would its results be valuable and abiding:

Rev, Principal Caven moved:—

The General Assembly reccive the report, and in doing
so would express their thanks to Almiglity God for the many
encouraging facts which 1t reveals, more especially for the
increasing interest shown on the part of Presbyteries in this
great scheme of the Church, for the times of refreshing
vouchsafed to many ccogregations dunng the year and the

signs of spiritual lig: evesywhere ap})ucm around us; and in -

reference to the evils complained of—such as the neglect of
family worship by many of aur people, the smalt share of
labor taken in the work of the Church by many frem whom
good service might be expected, the prevalence of sin in
many forms, and the great number that have reached mature
years being without God and without hope in the world—
the General Assembly deplore the same, and appoint that
in their 'devotiuns during the Assembly humble confession
of these sins be made at the throne of the heavenly grace,
asnd application for a larger messure of the gift of the Holy
irit,
PIn support of the deliverance he said he would not detain

the Asscmbly long in making the motion, because he thought
the addresses should be numerous and biief.  In approach.
ing that work they were coming to one which was very
sacred -they were no longer in the outer courts of the tem.
ple, but they were touching the Holy of Holles, the Atk of
the Cuvenant, etc. ‘The chiefmatter of thank{ulness was:—
The gnod state of the funds in cunncetion with the various
finances of the Church.  \While the whole evidences of pros.
pesity in the spiritual life of the Church were not manifested

y the state of the finances, yet such was after all an index
of the Churcl’s pmsrcllty. It was to be regretted that so
much money should be expended for the erection of magnifi.
cent huildings and their fittings, and so little given to the
funds to be used in extending the influence of the Church.
[t war gratifying during the last year that those funds had
been better supported than previously.  The accessions to
the nuubery n?connmmicnnh during the sgme period was
another source of gratltication,
persons were offering themselves for full communon wit
the Church.  Special outpounngs of the Spun of God had
Lewn strikingly experienced by seventy of their congrega-
tions. No member could refrain from rejoicing that such
sRccial blessings were confened by God. ™ If God scattered
the clouds in sparse drops all over the tertitory there was
cause lor joy. The great amm of the Church was to preach
God's Word on  abhath days,  Noforn of vice had obtain
ed a strongho . mthe Church in Canada—those forme of
immorahty which had been felt so heavily in the old land
were strangely abient, yet there was considerable vice pre-
vailing A great many (otmunicants were sgrorant of the
eMarte which the Chercl was making by way of misvonary
and other et ta advance sthe Church of Chast, The ree
alt of these General Awcemblies was that fathers and bro.
thers became impregnatad with the spint of Lod, and gomng
howe spread that intluence among thur congregations. A
great many peaple stoud alouf and waould not make any
Chridtian prafession, and in saying that he did not exclude
the young people who had been laptized or the children of
thuse who were members of the Church. It was a vicious
system which taught that those who were twelve years of
age were outside the Chureh and could not be converted
‘l:nlill they were grown up and approaching the years of man-

aod.

Rev A Wilson seconded the motion, and was glad of the
statements which were made in reference to the infant mem-
bership of the Church.  He was surpnised that the report
said those who were not communicants were without the pale
of the Chusch,

Rev. Mr. Mitchell--The report does not say that,

Rev. Mr. Wilson took the words down w{‘cn they were
read.  In anoth~r portion the young of the Church were re-
presented as large masses without Chnst, because they could
not yet sec their way to go to the communion table. “In the
concluding part of the report reference was made to peisons
who had not yet gone to the Lord's table, yet leading in
prayer, as those not owning allegiance to the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Those were statements which the Assembly could
not endorse.  He was not surprised that more young people
did not come to the Loxd’s table when they were spoken of
as they were by many ministers, The members of the
Church were spoken of as communicants and adherents.
All such language ought to be guarded agaunst, and young
people taught that they were members of the visible Church
of Christ, and that they were to own the Lord Jesus Chust
as their Saviour.  If such were done then they would not
have the report saying that large masses of the young people
were without Christ.

Rev Mr. Mitckell said that the wurds only occurred m a
teport sent up from ‘he Presbytery whicg the reverend
gentleman himself represented.  (Laughter.)

Rev Me. Wilson said that when the seport was adopted
he was in his bed ill; but it did not matter whence 1t came,
the sqntiment was wrong.

A portion of the Sist Psalm was sung, after which the
Rev. Mr. Duncan, of Halifax, led in prayer.

Rev, P. M. McLeod said considerable misapprehension
existed as to the evangelistic work of the Churcgl. There
were two classes of work for the ministry. the quiet method
and the spasmodic. Some thought these methods were an.
tagonistic, but he belicved them to be one; and what God
has joined together let no man put asunder. The young

eople who were not open professurs of Christiamity should
pressed to make a full confession of the Lord Jesus Chust,
Evangelistic services have neatly always resulted in a large
accession of young people to the membership of the Church.
The truth of that statement was borne out by the repost.
These services were also useful for reaching 1Ke mulutude
who ncver went near the house of God. If they were
reached they would soon be setting up thewr family altars,
and beneficial results must follow.

Rev Mr. Thomson, Sarnia, hoped every member would
carry home and remember the practical remarks of the mover
and seconder f the deliverance. In his opinion every ser-
vice of the Chutch, whether on Sunday or Monday, was
evangelistic work,  He was sorry to hear the young people
being spoken of as being out of the Church.  Six young

ople g:d recently joined his Church, and not one of them,

e believed, could® point to the date of their conversion,
They had been brought up and nurtured 1n the Church, and
had always been treated by han as members of the Church.
It was passible for little infants to belong to the Saviour,
and to grow up such, knowing no experience except that of
God’s people.  He had no objection to Evangelical meet-
ings, but he did object to the way they were conducted.
Every person attending them was called *unconverted,”
““ ungoaly,” * children of the devil,"” etc., and the number
of the conversions made last night would be told aext morn-
ing. Sume conversions would take months to be realized.
Those who referred to the date of their conversion were
resting on an artificial basis.

Rev. Dr. Cochrane 1ejoiced to think there were many,
especially among the Highland congregations, who, from a
mistaken idea 25 to the importance of the sacraments of the
Church, abscented themselves for years from the Lord's 1able,
yet who were ewinently pious and godly men and women,
and who would be received in any Church., A great deal of

large numbers of younf;
h

the evangelistic prvuchln%I has besn erroneous in doctrine.
Many evangelists taught that & man wax a believer who gave
an inteligetual adherence to the principles and facts of the
Christian reli;iion. The teachers in Suriday Schools should
be those who had Ueen actually brought to Christ; and if all
their teachers were prayerful there would be no such need of
sgccial cvangelistic services.  Family training and prayer by
the parents should be encouraged. ~ Family worship could
be, in his opinion, elther silent or open.  The minlsters of
the Chureh should not et any of the evangelists have the
use of their rul its, unless their views as to the grezt doce
trines of the Bihle were known.

Rev. Mr McCaul, of Three Rivers, refetied to the man.
ner in which he and his congregation were isolated from
their brethren and surrounded by the crushing influence of
the systems of Rowme.  Before hie could grasp a brother min.
ister by the hand he had to travel from sixty to ninety miles,
He came from his distant riission to get a hule fire from the
Assembly, and to go back and melt a portton of the 1ceberg
which surrounded him, e was gratified to leam from the
report that the General Assembly had taken her stand on the
temperance question where she should have taken it years
ago.

Rev, W, M. Roger thought there were matters of suls
ficient importance in the repart to justify the Moderator
in {ssuing, as supgested by the Synodeof Totontasnd King-
«ton. a pastoral Ictter on the state of fannly rebsigion. Asa
proof of the need of family worship he refetsed to the fact
that within the past few weeks the son of a Presbytenan
father and mother had been condemined to death on the gal-
lows for sing 100 shamefu! to mention.  As for the * Gospel
Temperance Movement, ™ he did not think there was much
Gospel in it; therefore he thought hete was gieat need for
the Church to do her own temperance woirk,

Rev  Principal McViear muved that the debate be ad.
journed.  ‘The motion was camried, and the Assembly
adjourned after the benediction had been pronounced,

THIRD DAY—MORNING SEDERUNT.
HaMiLTON, June 4.

The Asscmbl{y met this morning at ten o'clock, Rev. Dr,
Jenkins, the Moderator, presiding.  Devotional exercises
were conducted by the Moderator and Rev. Donald McCrae,

Rev. Mr. Tarrance presented the report of the Comr attee

on Rills and Qvertures, setting forth the otder of business
for the day, which was adopted.
COMMITTEE ON CAUSES.

A Judicial Committee on Causes was nominated as fole
lows, 1n accordance with the report of the Committee on
Bills and Overtures:—Rev. Dr. Topp {(convener), Rev. Dr,
Cochrane, Pnncipsl McViear, Principal Grant, Rev. J Scott,
Rev. Kenneth McLennan, Rev. Mr. Laing, Rev. Dr Waters,
Me. T. W, Taylor, Hon. Alex, Morris, Hon. J. McMurrich,
Mr. Gordez, Mr. James Mcl.ellan, Mr, John Charlton, Rev.
Mr, Sedgwick, Rev. Mr. Young, of Napanee, Rev, Prin-
cipal Caven, Rev. Dr. Robb, Mr. Laing, of Whitby.

PRINTED PROCEEDINGS,

Rgv. Mr. Gordon, of Ottawa, suggested that the order of
gcrocccdiu;zs of each day should be prepared in time for it to

printed for use of members.

Rev. Mr. Torrance said it would be impossible to do that,
b}tlxt lh}:: order would be posted every day at the door of the
church.

Rev. Dr. Topp thought it would be well if an arrange.
ment was arrived at whereby the orders for each day should
be finished, and not carricd over ull another day.

THE MISSIONS OF LINGAN AND VICTORIA MINES,

The Clerk read an appeal on the part of the Presbytery of
Sydney from the decision of the Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vince with respect to the Lingan and Victoria Missions. In
this case the Presbytery of Sydney had daclined to adopt the
views of Rev. John Murray and others of Falmouth gheet
church, Sydney, in favor of uniting the missions of Lingan
and Victoria Mines with Falmouth Street church.  An ap-

cal being made to the Synod of the Maritime Provinces the
judgment of the Presbytery was reversed.  From this action
the Presbytev dissented on the grounds that the missions of
Lingan and Victoria Mines were able to support a mission-
ary, that in the interests of Church cxiension these missions
should have a catechist or clergyman of their own, that the
entrusting of mission stations to individual ministers instead
of to Presbyleries, was unconstitutional. The Presbytery
appointed the followinilrcprcscmati\'cs to support its views:
Principal Grant, Rev. Mr Sedgwick and Dr. glurmy.

Rev. Mr. Gordon asked whether 2 Presbytery could ap.
point representatives who were outside of their Presbytery.

The Moderator questioned whether that could be dones it
was like engaging lawyers to advocate their interests in the
Church Courts.

Rev. Principal Grant dissented frcm the views of the
Moderator, expressing the opinion that a2 decision on the
matter should be given by the Assembly and not by the
Moderator.

Rev, Principal Caven maintained that the rights of the
General Assembly were bcinF infrin%ed by any Presbytery
which took from the Assemb! K one of its membess to repre-
sent the views of such Presbytery By taking Principal
Grant, for instance, from the Assembly 1o represent the
Presbytery of Sydney, that Presbytery was depriving this
body of his wisdom, and the Assembly certainly had a prior
claim upon him.

Rev, Dr. Jenkins held that Principal Grant and other
menibers of the Assembly were to act as judges in such mat.
ters, and to call upon them to support an appeal from 2
Presbytery was like calling them down from the Beach to
act as advncates, The principle was exceedingly dangerous.

Rev. Principal McVicar moved that tife parties appointed
by the Presbytery of Sydney should be heard on Lehalf of
that Preshytery,

Rev, Mr. Scott seconded the motion.

Rev. John Wilson supported the views of the Moderator,
and thought that an everture embodying his views should te
introduted.
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