
194 The Re£ceipt.

TIIE RECEIPT.

Some timne cge, 1 was standing iih a commercial gentleman in bis office,
conversing Nvith himi about bis eternal prospects. ÎlIe was one wbo hiad mani-
fested Soule ainxicty as to the gyreat, question of his soul's salvation, and 1 lînd
frequcntlv spoken tô himn before. On, tiie occasion to whicli I uow referý, wt,

wer spakng bou 9trg%üard of- à~ sier1 pe- y in tba. prosence of -,God.
There were soine files lag u p in a cornier of the office, and pointing to
them, I said, Il Wlîat hiave you got upon thiose files ?" Il Receipts," said he.
IlWell," I said. "lare you flot anxious about the amotint of' ilese varions
buis ?" 1, Not ini the leiast," lie rcplied Il" they are aIl receiptcd and stamped."

IAre voit net afiraid," 1 contitiucd, 'lest those persous front mwhoni you
rccived the bis should coule dowu uipoii vou for thc ameut ?" Il By no
aleals. Thvlrll le"gallv scttcd. and (Io tiot cost nie a single t liouglit."'

Sow, tiien, sixid 1. lavin g 1-y biaud upon biis shoulder, %vill voit tell me
wlhat is tJod's reept to w; l'or ali iliat we its sioners ever owed to Iliîm as a,
righteous Jlc?"lie paused to consider, and then replîcd, 11 1 suppose it is
Uic grace of Goil in tie lieart." "Nay ;that would ileyer do. God's grrace
il) mnv hc:îrt is ni) reccipt for ail I ever owed Hini." My friend pausedl aguain,
au(l the*i sai(l, I- mrîiist Uc the knio%%le-dge of salvation." ''No ,yoti have flot
laid lield of it vet. Yeni cannot but sec thc difference betwecn your kutowledgre
that ilieseý bib lire paid, and the receipts Nhichl voit bave on yeur file. 'You
mniglit kuow tliey Nwerc paid, aud ycî, if you liad no receipt, yoîir nlid would
net Uc at catse." vel"~id hie, Ilit niinst be fithi." l' Not riglit vlet," said
L.' Fititli isý w) rereipt." At lcngtlî, feeling asstired lie liad the truc iîusver,
lie II Iine l J is the bleod of Christ." 1lec serned a 1geed deal dIisappoi ried
whelin 1 stili (Ieiutrrcd, and quire gave up the atteinpt at furtlier reply.

No%%'." saidl 1, Il it is niost blessedly true thi-at tIre blood of Christ hias paid
the debt 1,iilîI as a guîlty sinner, Owed te divine ,Justice.c yct vou minst
admiit tîrere is a differcuce between thc paynient of a debt atid the receipt. For
eveu, thongl it ad seen the full amouint pai(I down, yet nutil yeit were ini
Possession of the receipt, veur nmmd wotild neot bc at case, iniasmueh1 as tliere
'vas ne legîrl seulement of Uic transactioni. Yen rnust ]lave a receipt.. Wlinar,therefere, is God's receipt for tlîrt heavy debt wlîil wve owed Mlin ? Blcssed
be lit. nrîuîc, it is a risen Christ, at thre riglit liand of the Majestv i the
beavens. Th-e deatli of Christ paid mvy debt ; lis resuirrectien is il receipt in
full, sigued aud sealled by tire hand of Eternîdl ,Jnisiec. Jestis -was delir ered
for our otl'utses, aud raised again for our justification." Hence, the believer
owcs uor a fraction te divine justice, ou the score cf guilt, but lie ewes an
eternîltv et wvorslîip te (divine love, on the score cf free pardon, rîud comiplete
justification. 'fli blood of Christ lias blottcd out lis heavy debit ; and he lias
a rîseu Chist tu lus credit.

-m uî)% narvelleus tïiat a poor uniltv creature should Uc rible te st-and as
free front il chiarge of guilt as the riseni and glorified Saviotir Arîd yet 50 't
is. thîrougli tite grace of God, and by Uic bloed cf Christ. Jlestis lis prdd*( ail

our debts, discliarge d ail our liîîbilities, cancelled ail our guilt, and has becýome,
iu rcsurrection, our life and our rl(Iifeousness. If it Uc truc huit, -If Christ
Uc not rÉaiscd, we are yet in our sins,' it is equally truce that, if Ilc Uc raised,
Nvc whio believe la Ilim are neot mn our au.
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