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n-eighbouring rocks, multitudes of sou birds congregato ; and at the proper semon a
boat or two procoed thither, and fetch home thrco or four thousand cggs at'a time,
twico or thrice a week, for several %veeks in succession. These egg8 have a slightly
fishy taste; othierwis;e they are as good and nutritiaus as those of the domeatic lien.
Yet, with ail çhes1c auxiliaries, we sadly féel the want of a port near home where we
might find a market for our butter and- vogetables They dQ not require them in
Sydncy or New Zealund ut lenst, flot suffirje:itly. to induce their scnding foi them, and
bore 'se have no liarlbuur for keeping a sea.going veseel, however small, so thut we
are continually enduring privations iu the midst of plcnty. Tea, sugar, flour, and
a host of other necessuries, are geuerally bibyondc our reacli; but the greatest crook in
the lot is the gonoral %vaut uf decent clothes. At the Present time the community ii
flot in such untoward strait8, as our recent wlialing-season wýas extraordinarily succes
fui, four hun<lre.L barrels of oih having been taken without personal accident, though
at inMninent hazard. Twvo bouts were smashod sa completcly by thç fury- of these
levitnthatis of thc deep, that not a fragment of them wus savcd; white the erews wcre
helplessly exposed to the rage flot only of the wounded monsters, but of several
others %vhich coinpriscd the siionl, as well us of hundreds of ravenous sharks. for-
tunately, ailier bouts wcre nt baud, and nt the imminent riask of their lives the bilve,
ePellows pulleti isito the midat of the awfui ùtetce, and rescued their uncles, brothers, sons,
or fathers, as the case miglit bo. All-this took place in thc plain vicw of mothers,
witès, and children. I>icturc ta yourself what a scene %%as heing onnctcd on the
keights, wvhere my-solf and the t'orai e portion of the community generaliy werc asseoe-
bled ta witnoss the combat; wlîat loud und picrcing cries, wvhat carnest pray-ers to
their covenant Ood for aid in this their time of tribulation ; and how fervent their

fruteful thanksgiving whcn ail thoso who had been in dangers so varied %vore merci-
fully preserved.i* The whaleis were ultimutely captured ; and 'vhen the bonts returued
ta the shore, wvîat thankful ejaculations n'ere poured forth ! what embracing 'of
mothers and sans,'husbunds, and wive-s! and also, fur I.may not conceal the fact, ot
certain camely young men and conielior maidens, the latter of whom hardiy knew
whether ta lnugh or cry ; but I unf of 'opinion that saint, of thern diii both.

The desire of our young triend ta knowv îvhether the European cast of features pro.
vails may Ire ans wered in the aflirinative; but, nt".the saine lime ]et it be borne in mind
that'the Tahitians are a woll favored pejpple, especialiy the womau. As to ourselves
aur prageny are much divcrsified in complexion. thougli not geueruliy in feature; our
m-antiers, cuistoms, modp, of living, and prevulent toue of opinion are sa thoron hiEngiish, that thc evidences of I3ritisli on gin deepen instead of becoming less markcd,
and so wiil pontinue to do, unless people of other tangues and mnodès of faith un-
happiIy settle among us, which may [leaven farbid! lu respect of personai appear-
suce, aur men are athietie, bronzed and beurded, obedient hutsbancls and exempiary
parents. Aniang the femuales there is flot a beautiful woman, though most are very
pretty, and all have pleasant and loveable countenunces. In~ bodily farn they are
somewhat inclined ta be large, earrying their ugo remarkably well for s0 warm a
climate and sucli well-peopled nurseries. The most remarkable thiug is the great
variety of complexion among childreu of the saine family in ail t.he digèerent genera-
tions, now amouuting ta four. Such diversity exista, 1 thfink, among no other people.
Childrou of the saine parents, though possessing unmistakeable identity of counte-
nance, are widei y sepurated as ta colour. One brother or 8ister muy be us pureiy
white as an Anglo-Saxon girl; with auburn iocks; the next in age i8 probabiy but a
few shades lightor than a Bengalee or American-Indian, with the luzuzwmt black hair
of either 1 nay, oven in the case of twins there is the same physical difference. My
'wife's sister the mothor of no iess thun twonty cildren, bas two daughter (twins) of
the ugeoaf twolve years: the one-i8 as fuir as un English-born child, with slightiy
frecklod counitenance andl light humr; the other is as dark Us a Spanish dunisel, 'with
profuse locks of ebon hue. But what is stili more singular, Mary is in feuturet and
shape aimait Tühitian, whie Rosa, the Indian ln hue, has Greelun features, a statues-
que fonni, and, if she lives to womunhood, will, 1 think, 'bo more neanly beautiful titan
any of hen compunions. -As regards the inner man, biessed be God Ilwe are, though
weak" stili pursuiug ' the even teor of our way." Pulmouary conmumption is pre.


