
THE EXCELLENT WOMAN,

mnantles of tho Druses of Lebanon, and of the brilliant vests of
scarlet velvet sometimes adopted by the Arab wvomen.

The ancient scarlet appears to have been sometimes a vege-
table dye, obtained from the berrnes of a tree common in
Canaan, and at others, to have beon procured from an insect
resembling the American cochineal, thou gli of a less brilliant
tint. TUhis insect, wvhich wvas found chiefly on the ]eaves orfthe
evergreen oak, (ileoe aculeata), wvas called by the Greeks and
Romans coccus, but by the Arabs kermes, and, from ibis latter
wvord, xve derive our crimzson anid carmine.

The briglit example of this pious %vomati as portrayed by
the Hebrew wvriter, under the direct Inspiration of tle I{oly
Spirit of God, is not that of a mean s*clfishness, flot

,Tkat strict parsimiony
Which sternly hoarded all that could bc spared
From each day's nced, out cff each day's loast gain :

Hors %vas an enlarged and bounteous providence ; one which,
wvhile it souglit to guard agyainst the ills, and provided for the
comforts, of the coming days, while it gathered for lier family
enough and to spare, yet could have an open biand for the poor
and needy. She acted on the principle of the charge given
by the wvise man to the sluggard, wvhen lie bade him consider
the ways of the an?, Ilwhicli providetli lier meat in the sum-
mer, and gatlieretli ber food in the harvest." Slie could give
iiborally to tliose who had nothing, wvhile sQhe avoided the cen-
sure afterwards pronounced by the Apostle, IlIf any provide
flot for his own, and specially for those of lis owvn bouse, lie
bathi denied the faitli, and is wvorse than an itnfidel."-Tie.
Eoec ellent Woman.

"Sire, one word," said a soldier one day to Frederick the
Great, wlien preseriting to him a request of a brevet of lieuten-
ant. "lIf you say two ivords," answcred tlie Prince, Il I vilj
have you hianged." IlSigri," replied the soldier. The inonareh,
surpriEed at lis presence of mind, imniediately granted his
request.
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